Shipping items from the US

A lot of club members are buying items for their MGs from US sources like Victoria British or Moss Motors. Some of us are bidding on items on Ebay.

Coming home to a box of goodies behind the screen door adds to the fun of owning and tinkering with our cars. Unfortunately, it also adds to the expense.

The main culprits are the courier companies used by many of the US parts suppliers. They charge a brokerage fee to get your order over the border. Brokerage fees are not the same as duty; that's calculated separately. The brokerage fee is calculated on the value of the items. So even if you've ordered a small, light item, the brokerage fee can be outrageous.

It's even worse if it's a big, heavy item.

If you're buying through Ebay, there is an additional problem: many US
sellers won't deliver to Canada.

One way to get around these obstacles is to have your order delivered to a US address. Many Canadians are already doing this, as are some car clubs (the Ottawa Miata club, for instance).

Here's how it works:

Have your items delivered to a parcel service in a US border town. When you pick up your parcel, the parcel service will typically charge you $5.00 for receiving and storing it. Make sure you have a little US cash for this.

Then drive back over the border and declare the value of your parcel. You'll be given a piece of paper with that amount on it, which you take inside. You pay tax on that amount, unfortunately, even if it's a private sale. You should bring a receipt with you to confirm what you paid for the item, or a printout of the "end of auction" page if it's an Ebay item. Of course, your parcel may have a packing slip attached to it, so you can use that as well.

What about duty? It's the country of origin and the type of commodity that determines if an item is dutiable, and what percentage it attracts. Just remember, if the country of origin is the US, there's no duty. 


If the country of origin is other than the US, there may be duty. That
applies even for British parts sourced in the US. Auto parts from the UK, for instance, attract 6% duty. Sometimes you'll get a bill for this after the package has arrived. \


I've done this several times and it's worked well. Drive to the US, pick up your parcel, pay tax, go home. Effectively, you're your own broker. However, with tightened security at the border, especially going into the US, you may get delays. Nor can you expect friendly treatment at the US border anymore (you may get it; just don’t expect it).  

One more thing, if a courier service is used, the exact cost of shipping the item from one zip code to another can be calculated online at the courier's website. Simply key in the zip codes, the approximate weight, size and value of the parcel, and you'll get an amount (sometimes it's surprisingly low within the US, especially using a basic service like UPS ground).

Here's a parcel service commonly used by Ottawa residents:

Roethel's Parcel Service
1801 Ford Street
Ogdensburg, NY
13669
1-315-393-4770

Ogdensburg is a 40-minute drive down the 416 from Ottawa. Once over the border, turn right at the first intersection, then turn right at Ford Street. Roethel's is the local UPS drop-off, as well as the local Japanese motorcycle dealer and T-shirt silkscreener. A courtesy is to call before your parcel arrives, to let them know it's coming.



