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 TC 1045 at Shannonville 
By Mark Evenchick 
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Cheepo Cheepo – Escape To Kingston 
June 2 & 3, 2007 

 
The starting point for this event was NOT at a Tim Horton’s as we usually do. We gathered in the park-
ing lot of the Food Basics store in Kemptville (although it was virtually in the shadow of the Tim Hor-
ton’s on highway 43). And as the vehicle numbers started to increase, higher and higher, there were sev-
eral folks who snuck across the road for their morning slurp of coffee. Bob Stark was ‘policing’ the en-
tire arrival aspect and making sure folks received their trip packages. Terry Haines was also watching 
carefully so he could deliver a bottle of Cheepo-Cheepo Port to each participating vehicle. And with each 
and every car that arrived, there came smiles and hugs and handshakes and laughter as we showed off 
our ‘escapee’ outfits. Larry, Moe & Kurly (Mark Evenchick, Doug McClure & Karl Koch - aka ‘The 
Stooges’) in their prisoner shirts complete with octagons. And amongst the bunch there were three 
striped outfit prisoners (Gerry Neville, Len Fortin & Bill Curnoe) who compared their shirt numbers to 
see who had been ‘in the longest’. Joy Curnoe dressed as a Kemptville Police officer (I guess to keep Bill 
in line) and Deb Fortin dressed as a FEDS officer (Felon Escort & Delivery Service) (obviously to keep 
Len in line). Emmett & Connie Hicks wore striped shirts too, but not with actual stripes… with the word 
“stripes” in slanted and horizontal aspects. Ruth also wore a striped shirt – vertical stripes, more like a 
referee than a prisoner; perhaps as a forecast to the evening hockey game between the Senators & the 
Ducks. And Brian & Sheila Swan were dressed to the limit as ‘Bonnie & Clyde on the run again’. Great 
participation for our Escape To Kingston. I would say we were ready to go… but Wayne Kilrea proved 
me wrong. 
 
At some point during the ‘getting ready to go’ phase of this event, it was noticed that radiator fluid was 
leaking from Wayne’s “B”. Yup, the heater valve was releasing fluid at an alarming rate. No amount of 
opening/closing the valve would make it stop. Surgery was needed and it was needed fast! With the bon-
net in the open position, and more and more ‘technicians’ gathering about, the plan was established and 
put into action. A pan to catch the fluid when the bottom rad hose was removed. A new gasket and in-
terim plate to be manufactured from scratch after the heater valve was taken off. A plug to stop up the 
heater hose. Tape to hold the pieces out of the way. Some water to be sourced to replenish the rad when 
the job was done. A funnel to guide the liquid safely into the system. And a role of paper towels to keep 
things as dry as possible. With tools and talk and trials and tribulations, Wayne removed the lower hose 
and drained the rad… Len removed the heater valve and hoses & controls… Chris Billings manufactured 
the plate by hand from an old dash plaque… Jordan Jones hand carved the gasket from some appropriate 
material and completed the reinstallation. It was a success. The patient would be able to Escape To King-
ston! 
 
The run to our final destination did have a stop for lunch in the Westport area – the Lion’s Club Park at 
Sand Lake. Nice place. Shade trees. Tables. Waterfront. And an occasional cool breeze helped us 
through the very hot and humid weather. But before starting on the 2nd half of the trip we were encour-
aged to do a bit of a walkabout in Westport and enter our names into a draw at the Village Green Shop in 
town. Then meet at the church to start the drive to the Confederation Hotel in Kingston. And although 
there are shorter ways to get to there from here – Bob’s route was a very pleasant, casual run with good 
roads. And only once did we get a bit mixed up, and took a slightly wrong turn and had a bit of a turn-
about to get back on track. I think it was a sign from the great Cheepo-Cheepo god in the sky telling us to 
slow down the pace. This was supposed to be a carefree weekend. So we took the hint and dropped it 
down a notch. The flowers and the fauna and the greenery along the way, along with the sunshine, con-
firmed this was Ontario at it’s best! 
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The hotel provides underground parking and we took advantage of it by trying to cram 40 or so MGs into 
the 2 levels. The guard at the doorway did show some concern about the non-MG vehicles that were part 
of the convoy, but relented after some confirmation. And I don’t think there was a spot left after we all 
had arrived. 
 
So the rest of the late afternoon was for registration at the hotel desk, a visit to the bar (where we ran our 
server Andrew off his feet), some shopping at the many downtown places across the street, and time to 
enjoy the waterfront, feel the cool breeze in the shade and watch the boats – oh, and of course to tell 
some tall tales about this and other trips and events. Then, on to dinner in the banquet room. All enjoyed 
a wonderful buffet meal and great tasting raspberry dessert. Every table was just a-buzz with folks chat-
ting and having a good time. 
 
After the meal, Bob walked to the front of the room dressed as the “Cheepo-Cheepo County Magistrate”, 
complete with the judge’s white wig and the judge’s black gown and the judge’s brown gavel. And he 
called us to order! 
 
First, some ‘funny formalities’ in the ‘County Of Cheepo’ including the reading of the Queen’s Pardon, 
supplied by Robert Lloyd-Rees, and a presentation of “official forgiveness” to Len Fortin for all previous 
navigational errors and equipment malfunctions. And a gift for Terry Haines, the club official vintner, for 
supplying the Cheepo-Cheepo Special Edition Pot Hole Port. Then the awarding of some very fine gifts 
and door prizes to participants. It looked like Bob was having a lot of fun with this ‘Escape’ theme. And 
to thank him and Bernadette for all their efforts, Mark presented them with a gift (an MG Wind Chime) 
and our combined thanks. With hardly a minute to spare, the wide screen TV was switched on and many 
chairs were relocated to allow the hockey fans among our numbers to enjoy the Senators & Ducks game. 
 
In the morning, with the Senators and their fans in a very good mood, breakfast buffet was served in the 
restaurant. And arrangements were made to have our special photo op on the front steps of the City Hall 
building. Complete with Bob’s GT (sporting the ‘Cheepo Police’ sign) and Mark’s TC (showing off an 
OMGC sign). Say “Cheepo!” 
 
Before we left Kingston, we were encouraged to visit the “Olden Green” gift shop downtown and partici-
pate in a draw – Eric & Barbara Dudley were the winners here of a lovely gift basket. And, are you ready 
for this… they were also the winners of the prize from the Village Green Shop in Westport! Incroyable!  
 
Overall, great participation and fun for our Escape To Kingston. I would say we were ready to go 
home… but Dave Moore proved me wrong. There was an oily looking puddle under the gearbox of his 
“B”. Inspection confirmed it was an increase of a known leak but it had to be dealt with – but how many 
‘technicians’ can you get under 1 MG??? So Dave acquired some special ‘stop leak stuff’ and filled the 
reservoir in hopes of getting home without further incident. And as I understand it, it only leaked seri-
ously when he drove at speeds of less than 65 mph. Obviously Dave had a great drive home, but did 
Helen? They arrived safe and sound but he has an engine and gearbox re-and-re to accomplish. Just as 
Wayne Kilrea has a heater valve job to complete. 
 
This does prove one thing… we cannot seem to ‘escape’ neither the fun nor the tech stuff in our travels. 
And I wouldn’t want to miss a moment of any of it. 
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My Report On The 
Boot’n’Bonnet Autojumble 

(April 29 in Kingston – by Len Fortin) 
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Driver First Name  Driver Last Name  

Navigator First Name  Navigator Last Name  

Street Address  City  

Province / State  Postal/Zip Code  

Day Phone  Evening Phone  

Fax  Email  

1. MG Model   

2. MG Model   

3. MG Model  
 
  
To help the club meet your MG needs, kindly complete the survey below:  
Which of the following events would you be interested in attending?  

1) Social/Fun Events: Club Meetings, Inter-Club Events, Get-Togethers, Car Shows  

2) Driving Events: Short One Day Runs, Longer Two Day Runs, Non-Competitive Rally, 

Competitive Rally  

3) Technical Events: Speakers at Meetings, Videos, etc, Hands On Technical Seminars,  
 Garage Tours   
4) How would you like to be contacted about events?  

Phone Email 
Additional Comments? 
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