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OTTAWA MG CLUB 
The Dashpot  is the official publication of the Ottawa MG Club. 

Submissions for consideration should be sent to: newsletter@omgc.info 

Visit us on the web at www.omgc.info 

you will find web links to various suppliers, other clubs and 

organizations, as well as technical help, membership forms, regalia and library offerings and other fun stuff 

Executive Committee 

President Ivan Wood president@omgc.info 269-2404 

Vice-President Pierre Ranger vicepresident@omgc.info 722-6900 

Newsletter Len Fortin newsletter@omgc.info 283-0470 

Treasurer Quiller Graham treasurer@omgc.info 737-4403 

Membership Andy Bounsall membership@omgc.info 721-1132 

Club Regalia Doug McClure regalia@omgc.info 444-0446 

Webmaster Rob Grapes webbie@omgc.info 839-6500 

Technical Director Gordon Timbers director1@omgc.info 224-4177 

Past President Terry Haines   

Director Frank Rizzuti director2@omgc.info 225-4240 

Director Brian Swan director3@omgc.info 459-3090 

Executive Counsel 

Past President Mark Evenchick  521-3097 

Past President Jordan Jones  287-3232 

Past President Deb Fortin  283-0470 

Other Officers 

NAMGAR Rep Andy Bounsall namgar@omgc.info 721-1132 

NAMGBR Rep Todd Steeves namgbr@omgc.info 838-9902 

BCCI Rep Len Fortin bcci@omgc.info 283-0470 

MGOwners Club Rep Jordan Jones mgoc@omgc.info 287-3232 

From The Editor’s Desk 

 

This issue has a big bunch of information and stories and pictures included for your reading pleasure. By the time 

you are finished your reading of each and every page you will certainly be a little bit older, and perhaps a little bit 

wiser, but don’t worry….. There is no test at the end. Enjoy! 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 

“Tight Corner” is the title of a book recently written by club member Roger White. [ Published by BPS Books ] 

I have included my review of this new book in this issue of The DASHPOT for your consideration.  
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The picture and text above are reprinted with the permission of NAMGAR from  NAMGAR’s MGA! Magazine 
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OCTAGON 
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Welcome To These OMGC New Members: 

 

Nancy Ferguson, Ottawa, 1974 MGB 

 

Ron and Heather Roy, Cornwall, 1956 MGA 

 

Frank Oakes, Ottawa, 1962 MG Midget 

 

Steve and Annie Wincze, Canton CT, 1952 MG TD 

 

Rene Laviolette, Rockland, 1952 MG TD 

 

Mike Tremblay, Ottawa, 1977 MGB 

 

Graeme Barber, Ottawa, 1972 Triumph TR6 

 

Chris Henson, Ottawa, (looking for an MGB) 

 

David & Elaine Stebbings, Kanata, 1977 MG Midget 

 

Marc & Debra Bernier, Gatineau, 1970 MG Midget 

 

Martin Centen, Winchester, 1979 MGB 

 

Henry Patterson, Ottawa, 1973 MGB 

 

Peter & Suzanne Wilson, Ottawa, 1974 MGB 

 

Ian Hughes & Sandra Barnett, North Lunenburg, 1973 MGB 
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Click, Click, &bleep#%! No More! 

If you own a later model MGB then no doubt your seatbelts and you make this noise when you are trying to pull them out. 

Before you go out and buy new ones, try this: 

In half an hour you can fix up those ratcheting mechanisms so they operate properly; the outcome is really remarkable. And it 

can be done while the seatbelts are still in the car. All you will need is a Philips head screwdriver, a can of WD-40, a can of air, 

some silicone lubricant and a small touch up paint brush. 

 

 

The problem with these mechanisms (see photo below) is the lubricant has dried up between the pink fibre washer and the 

plastic part that causes the seatbelt to latch. Clean this up and apply new lubricant. 

 

Figure 1 - Fibre Washer and Plastic Ratchet 

 

Fiber 

Washer 

Plastic 

ratchet 

Old dried up 

lube 
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The first step is to remove the cover to gain access to the parts in the photo. Be sure to open the correct side or bad things will 

happen! Next wash out the old lubricant with the WD-40 and wipe off the old gunk especially under the washer; you can use 

the paint brush for this. Blow out as much of the WD-40 as you can with the air and apply the silicone lubricant under the 

washer with the brush. Turn the plastic part back and forth by hand a few times and reinstall the cover. 

 

Figure 1- Open this side 

 

Figure 2 - Don't open this side! 

 

Previously I tried white spray lubricant but after a year it became stiff and lost its lubrication. 

That’s all! You and your navigator will be much happier, especially the navigator which is, after all, the most important thing.  

That was easy! 

Todd Steeves 

It says, “Do 

not open 

cover” 
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MORE ALL ABOUT THE OCTAGON 

barn in Michigan 

ashtray 

Tower of the Winds in Athens 

Vichy Pastilles Candy 

House in Madison, New York 
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AND MORE ALL ABOUT THE OCTAGON 

House in Catskill, New York 

Barn in Minnesota 

Bukhara rug design 

pet tag 
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The Finding of Prim 
 

[a multi-part mini-series by Norm Peacey] 

 

 

This adventure started long before Susan and I met.  Her dad obtained an Old English White MGB tourer (what we 

believe to be a 1964).  He worked at Ontario Hydro who bought large numbers of portable gas generators from BMC 

at that time.  He somehow managed to have the B brought in as part of a load of generators. 

 

Turned out it was a very early 5 main bearing which caused no end of consternation at Lakeshore Motors in New 

Toronto as they had not heard of let alone seen a 5 bearing engine. 

 

That B lived a long hard life.  Susan, her sister and brother learned to drive standard in the B.  It ended being 

primarily her brothers transportation and had a transmission rebuild and a number of clutches but the engine was 

never touched.  Maintenance was pretty iffy.  With well over 125000 miles on the odometer Susan’s brother took the 

B on a trip to California with a friend.  As they left the house her father made only one request, “Bring me back the 

wood gear shift knob” 

 

Well the B survived across the continent and back.  Just a couple miles from home the rear end quit.  Her brother 

arrived home with the wood gear shift in his hand and a request for a tow.  Alas the B ended her days in British Auto 

Wreckers on Number 5 Hwy near Streetsville. We still have that gear shift knob to this day along with the MG 

emblem from the grill and the original Owner’s Manual.  Somewhere is the original Shop Manual. 

 

In 2003, having sold our Honda Goldwing motorcycle, Susan & I were looking for a new toy.  I suggested a B, 

Susan agreed that would be fun.  We looked around, found the OMGC and after talking to Len joined the club and 

started looking for a car.  The 1973 B was advertised in the Dashpot in May that year.  It belonged to the manager of 

the funeral home in Buckingham, PQ.  He was a friend of Mary Attwell who placed the ad for him. 

 

We found her in the garage at the back of the funeral home, a sad looking sight.  Up on stands, no air in the 

tires,filthy and unused for many years.  She had been in a right front collision and had rolled.  The windshield did 

not fit right, the soft top did not meet the windshield and the hardtop was a mess (must have been on the car when it 

rolled).  The engine and transmission were caked with muck and both were virtually empty of oil.  No visible fluid in 

the brake or clutch system.  Cooling system also empty, but gas in the tank, you can imagine the smell.  The paint 

was bubbled, thin in some places, thick in others, body panels, iffy at best.  My handy magnet would not stick to the 

right rear quarter panel.  The visible rubber pieces were falling apart. 

 

BUT, other than a spot on the dog leg behind the drivers door I could find no rust.  I put a jack under the lift points 

and they did not move. I used a hammer on the rockers and underneath only to hear the sound of solid metal.  The 

front and rear valances, while wavy and pitted were solid.  Knowing I could do the mechanicals without problem and 

assuming we could do a rolling refurbishment we found an agreeable price and agreed to buy her with the one 

provision that she be inspected by a frame shop of my choice and found to be straight and true to factory specs. 

 

She was put on a flat bed wrecker, taken to a body shop in Orleans which had a frame machine and for significant 

outlay of $$$ was given a clean bill of health.  Back on the flat bed to arrive at our home in Orleans. 

 

Thus began our adventures with Miss Prim.  Where does the name come from you ask?  While originally white after 

the accident she was dressed in Pale Primrose (light yellow) BLVC12, a true MGB colour. 

 

 

Next Issue: The Refurbishment 
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Adventures With Miss Prim 
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AND EVEN MORE ALL ABOUT THE OCTAGON 

The Winston mirror 

House in Ohio 

drip trays 

Meeting Hall 

In 

California 

Post-It notes 

fridge magnets 



15 

Ballad of the Octagon 
 

Once there was an Octagon 

In love, so it would seem; 

For when the Circle girl came 'round 

His face, oh, it would beam! 
 

The Circle girl was curved all over 

Uniformly, everywhere! 

No rough corners could be found; 

If there were he wouldn't care. 
 

Then one day he saw the girl 

walking with a Square! 

"How can you do that?" he said, 

He said, "How could you dare?" 
 

"Look," she said, "for it is simple. 

A regular polygon is he. 

His sides are great, his angles right, 

He's full of symmetry." 
 

"But you," she said, "just look at you! 

Your sides are all the same. 

Your angles, though, are all messed up --- 

Go hang your head in shame!" 
 

As he left that fateful day 

He said, "That Square will flop! 

I'll be a regular Octagon 

So at me he'll have to stop!" 
 

He pumped & pushed & stretched & pulled, 

He walked, he jogged, he ran; 

He got himself in shape again 

To carry out his plan. 
 

Then he saw her once again, 

He thought, "This will be fun!" 

"Look at me now," he said with pride, 

"Look at what I've done!" 
 

"You are much better," said the girl, 

"Much better than the Square! 

But you're still not the best around, 

To Parallelogram you can't compare." 
 

"Beating him," she said, "you cannot do, 

To try is of no use; 

He has two angles, so, a, cute, 

But yours are so obtuse." 
 

He walked away even before 

The words had left her lips; 

But disappointment didn't last long --- 

That night he met Ellipse. 
==================================== 

Dr. Bryan Dawson 

Union University 

Ceiling of the Palatine Chapel, Aachen 

Dairy barn in Wisconsin 

House in Wisconsin 
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NAMGAR CHAPTER & INTEREST GROUP CONTACTS NEWSLETTER  -  SUMMER 2011 

 

Hi all - Hope you're into lots of summer driving and chapter events. Judging by your newsletters and chat rooms your chapter has either 

hosted a car show or planning on doing so shortly. We have lots to report on, so here goes. 

 

MG 2011 / GT 36 held last June 13 - 16 at Reno was a blast. This was the fourth all MG event and we must say that most everything flowed 

rather nicely. A terrific location and the NAMGAR affiliated Reno British Car Club did a great job of hosting. There was time to do MG 

things, time to see Reno and its surrounds and time play those penny slots! . 

 

As a kick off prior to MG 2011 NAMGAR's Chairman Bruce Woodson helped organize the Rallye To Reno which provided a venue for 

MG owners all along Route 50 to either drive onto Reno or to join in for a day or two. A lot of MG friendships were established and for 

many MG owners it was their MG trip of a lifetime. 

 

NAMGAR specific events at MG 2011 / GT 36 featured the Z Magnette Group's (ZMG) Breakfast, NAMGAR's Board Meeting, First 

Timer's Reception, Register Night and a Lake Tahoe Tour and lunch. This year as a prelude to the Wrap-up Banquet all registers held a 

register specific Preliminary Awards Ceremony. In our humble opinion a brilliant idea, as that cuts down on a multi hours long grand 

awards ceremony that has plagued the previous all MG events. Also, kudos to new NAMGAR Vice Chairman Carol Shamonsky for 

jumping into the "fire" feet first and acting like she's been doing it for years. 

 

Congratulations to the Columbia Gorge MGA Club for winning the initial NAMGAR GT Chapter Attendance Award. It was our pleasure to 

present the award to club president Keith Ansell and the many club members present at the Awards Ceremony. What chapter will win this 

award at next year's GT in Dayton, OH? Start talking it up with your chapter now. 

 

6th Annual Chapter & Interest Group Contacts Meeting - The meeting was held on Wednesday, June 15 from 3 - 5 PM in the El Dorado's 

Board Room. There were contacts from 21 chapters and 2 interest groups as well as the NAMGAR Board in attendance. Here's the 

highlights: 

 

A. Status of Chapters and Interest Groups 
1. There are currently 53 chapters and 7 interest groups affiliated with NAMGAR representing 28 states, 2 provence's and 1 country. In the 

last year 2 new chapters have become affiliated: Rhody MG Car Club & Florida Suncoast MG Car Club. 

2. Web sites: 50 chapters and 2 interest groups have web sites. 

3. Intra chapter / interest group communications: 24 chapters use snail mail, 16 chapters use Email or their web site, 8 chapters have no 

newsletter but use Email for event notification and 5 chapters use British Marque News as their primary means of communicating. 4 interest 

groups use 1 on 1 phone calls, 2 interest groups use Email chat rooms and 1 interest group uses a newsletter via Email. 

4. Chapter membership ranges: under 100 members - 21 chapters, 100 to 250 members - 23 chapters, 250 - 350 members - 7 chapters and 

over 350 members - 2 chapters 

 

B. Renkenberger Spirit Award: 

 4 chapters have requested this award in the last 12 months with a total of 9 awards since the awards inception in Nov 2008. 

 

C. NAMGAR Web Site - Peter & Anne Tilbury, Web Site coordinators report that less than 50% of NAMGAR members have activated 

their profile. Please ask your chapter's or interest group's NAMGAR members to activate their profiles if they have not. 

 

D. Chapter / Interest Group Contacts / NAMGAR Board Discussion Points 
 

1. Young Members: In order to attract young members some chapters provide free memberships to anyone under 25 years old. The cost is 

minimal but the potential for acquiring and keeping younger members has paid off. 

 

2. Free newsletters - Some chapters have taken the route of making their Email / web site newsletters available to the general public rather 

than having them password protected. The thinking here is that the newsletter is used as a marketing tool for attracting new members. 

 

3. Tech School Donations - Some chapters every couple of years purchase a "fixer upper" MGB and then donate the car to a local Tech 

School. The chapters' members then also donate their time in aiding in the restoration. It's a mentoring process that is good for both the 

students and the members. Once the car is restored, it is then sold or raffled off with the proceeds going back to the school. 

 

4. Chapter Newsletter Costs - A number of chapters have a double dues schedule. Any member that still wants the newsletter sent to them 

via snail mail when the chapter has gone to electronic means is charged an extra $5 or $10 per year. 

 

5. Local Cruise-in Nights - Yes they're usually for hot rods and lead sleds but a number of chapters report that it's a great venue to strike up 

conversations with people not familiar with MGs, especially younger people. Toss in a demo ride and presto a new member. Don't forget to 

take along some of your club's membership applications as well as some NAMGAR membership applications that you receive yearly from 

NAMGAR Registrar John Drake 
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6. General Public - The feeling amongst many chapters is that both NAMGAR and local chapters don't do enough to bring a human touch 

to our events. It was suggested that on the local level chapters need to get the word out about events through media sources such as print or 

TV. What's wrong with offering up a rallye or "other than British" category at your car show to the general public. On a NAMGAR level, 

the GT should be PR'd to the general public so the goal is to try to get as many of the general public to the car show as possible. Exposure is 

how you get interest, and interest is how you get new members. 

 

7. Business Cards - Some chapters have a business card printed up and given out to their members for placement on MGs when they see 

one parked and don't recognize it as a club member's car. The card carries the club's logo, name and contact person's phone # and the club's 

web site. They are carried in club members' wallets so that they are always handy. 

 

8. Insurance Information For Chapters 
 

A. Event Insurance: All NAMGAR affiliated chapters receive complimentary event insurance. Thus, your chapter is automatically covered 

when hosting chapter sanctioned shows. Should the show site owner require an "addition insured" certificate, which is available at no 

additional cost, contact Bruce Woodson at chairman@namgar.com<mailto:chairman@namgar.com>. Please note that competitive moving 

events such as funkhanas, hill climbs, etc. may not be covered without special permits. 

 

B. Directors & Officers Insurance: All chapters are encouraged to maintain a Directors & Officers Insurance policy. This policy will protect 

said officers from unforeseen issues that could arise. This IS NOT included in the complimentary event policy. The cost is approximately 

$$150 for a one year policy. Please have your Chapter President contact NAMGAR Chairman Bruce Woodson at 

chairman@namgar.com<mailto:chairman@namgar.com> for more information regarding this important coverage. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

NAMGAR Interest Group MG Vintage Racers (MGVR) - 30th Anniversary will be celebrated September 3 - 5 at Lime Rock, CT. Go to 

www.limerock.com<http://www.limerock.com> for details. 

 

 

NAMGAR Regionals: 

Two great venues for getting together this fall. Make plans now to attend with members of your club or interest group. 

A. NAMGAR at Solomans Island, MD - September 28 - October 2 hosted by the Mid-Atlantic Chapter. Go to www.mga-

midatlantic.org<http://www.mga-midatlantic.org> for details or see the flyer in MGA!. 

 

B. MG Fall Festival 2011 at Sonoma County, CA - September 29 - October 2, 2011 hosted by San Francisco Bay Area MG Owners Club 

Chapter. Go to www.MGFallFestival.com<http://www.MGFallFestival.com> for more information or see the flyer in MGA!. 

 

 

2012 Regionals - How about your chapter stepping forth to host a regional in 2012. Contact NAMGAR Vice Chairman Carol Shamonsky @ 

vicechair@namgar.com<mailto:vicechair@namgar.com> for details on how your club can host a NAMGAR Regional. 

 

 

GT 37 "The Wright Place To Be" - Dayton, OH - July 9 - 13, 2012 - Hosted by the Southwestern Ohio Center MG Club. GT 37 

Coordinators Dave & Lois Gribler gave a great presenation with regard of what to expect at next year's GT. Needless to say, we're going. 

Are you? Now's the time to take up the challenge of getting your chapter ready to participate and win the NAMGAR Chapter GT 

Attendance Award. Get GT 37 on your Club's 2012 calendar. 

 

Please pass this newsletter on to your officers and your members. Have an enjoyable remainder of the 2011 driving season. May you all get 

on your special MG road and may all your drives be sunny. 

Lee & Liz Niner - NAMGAR Chapter & Interest Group Coordinators 

This pretty sad looking MG Midget was spotted by club member Barry 

Paulson on CR10 not too long ago. If, as you look at this picture, the 

“octagon” is speaking softly to you about this car, I’m sure you would 

agree it could be quite a project to undertake. You’ll probably need lots 

of help to get it back into shape. 

 

Or maybe you should just let the octagonal whispers pass by this time.  

mailto:chairman@namgar.com%3cmailto:chairman@namgar.com
mailto:chairman@namgar.com%3cmailto:chairman@namgar.com
http://www.limerock.com<http://www.limerock.com
http://www.mga-midatlantic.org<http://www.mga-midatlantic.org
http://www.mga-midatlantic.org<http://www.mga-midatlantic.org
http://www.MGFallFestival.com<http://www.MGFallFestival.com
mailto:vicechair@namgar.com%3cmailto:vicechair@namgar.com
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Tight Corner 

Roger White 

ISBN 978-1-926645-47-6 BPS Books / Fiction 

 

Fiction readers who are interested in a good mixture of Ottawa Federal Government politics, with a bit of a “who-

dunnit” mystery crime, and a splash of British car enthusiasm would certainly enjoy this story of Conn Anderson 

who finds himself right in the middle of all this. 

 

It was a very talented but aging mechanic, Dougald O’Neill, who gave Conn Anderson, a retired government 

employee and British car enthusiast, the opportunity to buy the Britfit British car repair business.  Conn is pretty sure 

he could leave politics behind to run this small business and with a team of very different people at the shop, the 

business is thriving. 

 

As much as Dougald is a quiet gentleman who knows all there is to know about things mechanical, Reg Pritchard is 

a more flamboyant British automotive genius at Britfit, who enjoys a pint or two. Marjorie manages the Britfit 

reception area and could be called the wizard of the accounts. And JP Desrochers, a young French-Canadian with a 

troubled past, but a growing enthusiasm for British automobiles, is a trainee apprentice. All this is well and good - 

until a reported suicide puts Britfit and the new owner, Conn Anderson, into life and limb jeopardy. High ranking 

officials introduce government red-tape and protocol; Police hold a suspicion of an inside job; events and situations 

put Conn’s friends and family at risk; and Conn, conducting some of the undercover work himself, is saved only 

with the intervention of others outside the repair business environment; especially one Isabelle McCloud, an almost 

90 year old Scottish landlady. But I forgot to mention Jerry...... Jerry the cat, who almost paid the ultimate price for 

being at the wrong place at the wrong time. 

 

The author weaves this story with a great mix of local landmark & roadway references, and British vehicle 

favourites, and connections to people in high places, and a bit of romance – and, of course, a crime (forging 

documents and murder are two of the worst kinds) . Well, I like this story because of all these things – perhaps 

except for the crime part. In this story are places and street names I can recall and visualize; here are vehicles I am 

familiar with; I always wanted to know somebody, who knows somebody, who knows somebody; and I am a sucker 

for a bit of romance. Now what about this crime part..... 

 

The apparent suicide in the first chapter seems hardly a crime to worry about until the circumstances are reviewed 

more closely - the suspense builds. And with the arrest of JP and a police questioning session for Conn about a 

murder, along with a series of other incidents and events in this story, including a mystery Public Works 

Procurement Officer, it becomes clear there are dangerous forces involving unscrupulous people, illegal operations 

and big money. These conditions lead to more risky situations and more crimes. 

 

Thank goodness for the swift action by Isabelle at the climax of the story to prevent another crime. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Len Fortin 



20 

Ottawa MG Club - Spring Tune Up Review 
 

A Wonderful Day!!!! 

  

The weather was fabulous and the things that were accomplished ranged from simple oils changes 

and car washes to carb tune-ups and brake work. Even a clutch operation demonstration by Mike 

Daniels. 

  

John Balint corrected a high-idle problem on his Midget. Wayne Kilrea was, unfortunately, able to 

confirm there is a clutch replacement necessary on his B. Jules Morissette got his B twin SUs set to 

spec. Norm Mouldy also got his early B twin carbs reset and he says they have never run better. 

Michael Turnbull did a car wash and then conducted a complete, all-wheels-off brake check on his 

B. Mark Evenchick corrected some issues with his TD. Dave Moore did some spare parts cleaning. 

  

As you can imagine, the team of really smart OMGCers who moved from vehicle to vehicle made 

the day a real winner. Mark Evenchick, Norm Peacey, Mike Price, Doug McClure, Mike Daniels 

and Jordan Jones were wonderful “directors” to get the various reviews and analysis done. 

  

The rest of us did the grunt work of getting things ready for the investigation team and the clean up 

after the analysis and corrections. [Don Barr, Rick Beaudry, Robert Giroux, Dave Martineau, Dave 

Moore, Gerry Neville, Paul Schiemann, Mike Walker and me.] 

  

Coffee & donuts to start us off on the right foot. Great Technical stuff throughout the morning. 

Pizza and soda pop for lunch. A chance to see another MGB V8 project that Jordan has on his hoist 

(this is above and beyond the RV8 project). 

  

I got to wear my new MG coveralls and did my best to keep them clean; and except for some pizza 

slop, I did OK. 

  

I also got to test drive Jordan’s MGB GT V8 “1FUNMG”..... WOW! 

  

A superb day! 
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Club Members 

 

Roger White (left) 

& 

John Baldwin (center) 

 

receive the 

 

All Club Darts Match Trophy 

 

from 

 

Don Leblanc (right) 

 

in 

 

February, 2011 

A special award was presented to 

Prem Sookdeo at Redshaw 

Automotive to thank him for the 

wonderful Technical Session he 

offered to club members in March. 

 

Prem conducted a round table chat 

session first and spoke about the 

various basic things all MG owners 

need to know about and/or check. 

 

Then he got a bit more detailed, 

while around the open bonnet of 

Roger White’s MGB. 

 

We learned all about things from 

spark plugs to basic carb 

adjustments and much more! 
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Thank You To Our Sponsors 

Please Support Them 


