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The Dashpot is the official publication of the Ottawa MG Club.
Submissions for consideration should be sent to: newgtagc.info
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organizations,as well as technical help, membership forms, regalia and library offerings and other fun stuff
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From The Editor

North American MGB Register

This issue has quite an assortment of pictures and information and other goodies (including a rern
about club membership renewals at the March meeting). If you need more details about any o

i nformation in this, or any other OMGC news| et
you need.

This year is the 50th Anniversary of the MGB,
Hey, this is one of the things we do very well

usually just because we all tend to have a passion for the MG logo and the MG cars and especially th
people! 2



Message From The President

Looking forward to another fun filled year with activities that keep our
membership interested in continuing to be members in an MG club that provides
opportunity to participate in events with their better half and their wheels. After
all, 2012 is the year of the circle, or as we say, the wheels that go round and round.

(=

The Wonderful and Mighty Rostyle Wheel (MGB)

The Mystic Symbol Of The Year Of The Circle The Not So Mystic Wagon Wheel

Some Changes In The OMGC Executive LindJp

At the January regular meeting it was announced that Rob Grapes, our wise & wond
Webmaster was unable to continue as the OMGC Webmaster and Andy Bounsall would take c
role. So, therefore, the club needed a new Membership Director. Don Barr enthusiastically r:
his hand- we are thankful for his offer to take on the Membership portfolio.

Rob Grapes has been the OMGC Webmaster sinc®did and has helped bring the OMGC into &
technology driven world, without sacrificing our club focus and values (our people and our ca
The technology tools he introduced give a great supportive hand to the members of the cl
spread information about our passion; share stories and pictures of our events; and
communications and paperwork easy to accomplish. Rob, thank you so very much for all your
of helping us make things better and better for this club. We really appreciate your efforts!

Many Thanks To Trevor Whitehouse

Club member Trevor Whitehouse recently received a couple of items from his aunts in the UK and he decid
donate them to the Ottawa MG Club. One item was a full colour MG calendar with lots of pictures of, what ¢
right-hand drive MGs! The other item was a Corgrciest model of a 1956 MGA.

Il n a random draw at the January meeting, t he cal e
won by Don Barr. Congratulations to the winners and another big Thank You to Trevor for his generosity!

And More Thanks

Club cofounding member Jim Nunn brought along a variety of {tancer books and other items to the January
meeting. The book items were part of the vast inventory of cibcounder Hugo Leechods |
the books were not directly MG topical, they were very much in tune with British Motor Sport and Motor Rac
and fine British vehicles. Hugo was also closely associated with the Bentley Automobile Club, as well as witl
Ottawa MG Club. Thanks to Jim for making the items available to interested MG Club members. 3



THE KIMBER CONNECTION

THE MAGIC WIZARDS OF OZ

Part two — MG Enthusiasm in Western Australia

John and Karin Lambie, of Perth,
Western Australia, on a visit to the US
and Europe, stopped off to stay with
Jean and Dennis Cook on the Isle of
Wight. They had hosted the Cooks in
1988 during Jean and Dennis’s Kimber
Centenary tour round the world, but now
there was more time to fill in gaps. This
is John Lambie’s account, part told, part
written to Jean, of his start in MG motor
sport in Australia in the 1950s and ‘60s.

“When | was 17 and could have a
driving licence,” said John, over supper
in our cottage in Cowes, Isle of Wight, “I
bought my first car — a Vauxhall Caleche
tourer. Everyone in Australia in those
days had a tourer — Ford 10s, Austin
A40, Morris 10s, Standard or Singer 10s
— generally a locally assembled British
car. Most of my friends, out of their ap-
prenticeship or trainee wages, had
managed to save a few pounds and buy
a second-hand soft-top car. We always
admired the MG because it was consid-
ered ‘the ultimate’ sports car. It had a
stubby gear stick, and a tachometer. It
was a two-seater, and it had the per-
formance! One of our lecturers at
College had a TF and we all thought it
was the ultimate — he had ARRIVED!
We all used to drool over it.

“In 1961, when | was older, the bunch
| went around with started to buy MGs —
TCs, TDs and TFs (the latter cost £400).
An MGA was £700 (second-hand). My
brother bought an MGA 1500 and |
bought a ZB Magnette and we used to

John and Karin Lambie, of Perth,
Western Australia, on a visit to the
US and Europe, stopped off to
stay with Jean and Dennis Cook
on the Isle of Wight. They had
hosted the Cooks in 1988 during
Jean and Dennis’s Kimber
Centenary tour round the world, but
now there was more time to fill in
gaps. This is John Lambie’s
account, part told, part written to
Jean, of his start in MG motor sport
in Australia in the 1950s and ‘60s.

swap cars. If he was taking a girl friend
out, he took the ZB and if | wanted to
impress anyone, | borrowed the MGA.
There were about ten of us, with a
variety of sportscars and we formed a
loose association we called The Sports-
man’s Club. We organised various
events, and often used to drive 60 miles
to the abandoned World War |l airstrip at
Mooliabene, for standing quarter mile
events. | was a trainee technician with
Australian Telecom (PMG) at this time,
and with some other like minds, designed
a timing unit with switches tripped by

the car and relays and solenoids to -
operate a stop watch. Magneto tele-
phones were used for communication
over the quarter mile. The events were
very successful and the word spread,
particularly when we gathered at Bernies’
Hamburger Bar on Mount Bay Road, at
the foot of King’s Park by the Swan
River— still a popular meeting place.

n

An ‘around the houses’ VSCC meeting at York, Western Australia, in June this year. The ‘Team MGA’
shows (on the left) John Lambie, with Lindsay Mark in the car and Charles Arnolt on the right.

“Around 1963, we decided to form an
MG Car Club, so circulars were printed
and distributed, and left under the
windscreen wiper of any MG we saw
parked, or given to drivers we met. | met
Robert Bodkin and Peter Briggs at this
time. We set a date for the inaugural
meeting at the home of Graham Salley,
who owned a TF, around March 1963,
where over 100 enthusiasts gathered to
elect a committee. lan McLean was the
first President, Vic Longden, Secretary; |
was Competitions Secretary. lan
McLean, who hailed from Victoria, soon
returned to Melbourne, and Bob Stewart
became President and steered the club
in an able manner for many years.

“We used to have our meetings in the
Swan River Rowing Club, and our first
event was a Social Run to Golden
Beach near Madurah. It was a fantastic
sight to be part of a convoy of 50 MGs. |
remember looking ahead and there were
MGs to the horizon and, behind, there
were MGs to the horizon. People in MGs
going the other way turned round and
joined in — they wondered what was
happening. The most popular model at
that time was the MGA, followed by the
TC, TD and TF. The MGB had not been
announced at this date. MGs have
always been popular in Australia, with
many pre-war cars imported at the time,
some as chassis with bodies built by
local bodybuilders. After the war, the TC
proved popular and was followed by the
TD. In fact the first batch of TDs off the
assembly line must have come to
Australia as we have three cars re-
corded on the National Register with a
chassis number below 250. In Western
Australia, we have identified on the TC
Owners’ Club Register a total of 206 on
the pre-war and T Register. We have
one 14/26, one 18/80, six J2s, three J3s,
a K3, a KN, an SA and a VA, one each
of M, L, NA, NB and NE, two PAs and
three PBs, five TAs, three TBs, 74 TCs,
28 TDs, 60 TFs, 11 YAs, two YBs and
seven YTs. Western Australia usually
provides ten per cent of general Austra-
lian statistics, so this will give an ap-
proximate indication of the national
figures of remaining cars. Of course,
many cars were dismantled for spares,
in particular MG TD and Y type which

Continued on next page.






