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OTTAWA MG CLUB 
The Dashpot  is the official publication of the Ottawa MG Club. 

Submissions for consideration should be sent to: newsletter@omgc.info 

Visit us on the web at www.omgc.info 

you will find web links to various suppliers, other clubs and 

organizations, as well as technical help, membership forms, regalia and library offerings and other fun stuff 

Executive Committee 

President Pierre Ranger president@omgc.info 722-6900 

Vice-President Norm Peacey vicepresident@omgc.info 832-5508 

Newsletter Len Fortin newsletter@omgc.info 283-0470 

Treasurer Quiller Graham treasurer@omgc.info 737-4403 

Membership Don Barr membership@omgc.info 836-1898 

Club Regalia Doug McClure regalia@omgc.info 444-0446 

Webmaster Andy Bounsall webbie@omgc.info 721-1132 

Technical Director Gordon Timbers technical@omgc.info 224-4177 

Past President Ivan Wood pastpresident@omgc.info 269-2404 

Director Frank Rizzuti abcd@omgc.info 225-4240 

Director Trish Adams memberatlarge@omgc.info 258-9007 

Executive Counsel 

Past President Mark Evenchick execcounsel@omgc.info 521-3097 

Past President Jordan Jones execcounsel@omgc.info 287-3232 

Past President Deb Fortin execcounsel@omgc.info 283-0470 

Other Officers 

NAMGAR Rep Andy Bounsall namgar@omgc.info 721-1132 

NAMGBR Rep Todd Steeves namgbr@omgc.info 838-9902 

BCCI Rep Len Fortin bcci@omgc.info 283-0470 

MGOwners Club Rep Jordan Jones mgoc@omgc.info 287-3232 

From The Editor’s Desk 

This issue has quite an assortment of pictures and information and other goodies (including a reminder 

about club membership renewals at the March meeting). If you need more details about any of the 

information in this, or any other OMGC newsletter, be sure to send me a note and I’ll help track down what 

you need. 

This year is the 50th Anniversary of the MGB, so we’ll have some special stuff to celebrate the occasion. 

Hey, this is one of the things we do very well……. Celebrate!; sometimes for no particular reason at all; but 

usually just because we all tend to have a passion for the MG logo and the MG cars and especially the MG 

people! 
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Message From The President  
 

Looking forward to another fun filled year with activities that keep our 

membership interested in continuing to be members in an MG club that provides 

opportunity to participate in events with their better half and their wheels. After 

all, 2012 is the year of the circle, or as we say, the wheels that go round and round. 

Many Thanks To Trevor Whitehouse 
 

Club member Trevor Whitehouse recently received a couple of items from his aunts in the UK and he decided to 

donate them to the Ottawa MG Club. One item was a full colour MG calendar with lots of pictures of, what else, 

right-hand drive MGs! The other item was a Corgi die-cast model of a 1956 MGA. 

 

In a random draw at the January meeting, the calendar was won by Gordon Timbers and the ’56 MGA model was 

won by Don Barr. Congratulations to the winners and another big Thank You to Trevor for his generosity! 

And More Thanks 
 

Club co-founding member Jim Nunn brought along a variety of hard-cover books and other items to the January 

meeting. The book items were part of the vast inventory of club co-founder Hugo Leech’s library. Although most of 

the books were not directly MG topical, they were very much in tune with British Motor Sport and Motor Racing 

and fine British vehicles. Hugo was also closely associated with the Bentley Automobile Club, as well as with the 

Ottawa MG Club. Thanks to Jim for making the items available to interested MG Club members.    

The Mystic Symbol Of The Year Of The Circle The Not So Mystic Wagon Wheel 
The Wonderful and Mighty Rostyle Wheel (MGB) 

Some Changes In The OMGC Executive Line-Up 
 

At the January regular meeting it was announced that Rob Grapes, our wise & wonderful 

Webmaster was unable to continue as the OMGC Webmaster and Andy Bounsall would take on the 

role. So, therefore, the club needed a new Membership Director. Don Barr enthusiastically raised 

his hand  -  we are thankful for his offer to take on the Membership portfolio. 
 

Rob Grapes has been the OMGC Webmaster since mid-2004 and has helped bring the OMGC into a 

technology driven world, without sacrificing our club focus and values (our people and our cars). 

The technology tools he introduced give a great supportive hand to the members of the club to 

spread information about our passion; share stories and pictures of our events; and make 

communications and paperwork easy to accomplish. Rob, thank you so very much for all your years 

of helping us make things better and better for this club. We really appreciate your efforts! 
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TOOLS EXPLAINED: An accurate description of common shop tools...... 
 

DRILL PRESS:  A tall upright machine useful for suddenly snatching flat metal bar stock out of your hands so that it 

smacks you in the chest and flings your beer across the room, denting the freshly-painted project which you had 

carefully set in the corner where nothing could get to it. 
 

WIRE WHEEL: Cleans paint off bolts, then throws them somewhere under the workbench with the speed of light . 

Also removes fingerprints and hard-earned calluses from fingers in about the time it takes you to say, 'Oh sh--!'  
  
SKIL SAW: A portable cutting tool used to make studs too short. 
 

PLIERS: Used to round off bolt heads. Sometimes used in the creation of blood-blisters. 
 

BELT SANDER: An electric sanding tool commonly used to convert minor touch-ups into major refinishing jobs. 
 

HACKSAW: One of a family of cutting tools built on the Ouija board principle. It transforms human energy into a 

crooked, unpredictable motion. The more you attempt to influence its course, the more dismal your future becomes. 
 

VISE-GRIPS: Generally used after pliers to completely round off bolt heads. If nothing else is available, they can 

also be used to transfer intense welding heat to the palm of your hand.  
 

OXYACETYLENE TORCH: Used almost entirely for lighting various flammable objects in your shop on fire Also 

handy for igniting the grease inside the wheel hub out of which you want to remove a bearing race.  
 

TABLE SAW: A large stationary power tool commonly used to launch wood projectiles for testing wall integrity.  
 

HYDRAULIC FLOOR JACK: Used for lowering an automobile to the ground after you have installed your new 

brake shoes, trapping the jack handle firmly under the bumper.  
 

BAND SAW: A large stationary power saw primarily used by most shops to cut good aluminum sheet into smaller 

pieces that more easily fit into the trash can after you cut on the inside of the line instead of the outside edge.  
 

TWO-TON ENGINE HOIST: A tool for testing maximum tensile strength of everything you forgot to disconnect.  
 

PHILLIPS SCREWDRIVER: Normally used to stab the vacuum seals under lids or opening old-style paper-and-tin 

oil cans and splashing oil on your shirt; but can also be used, as the name implies, to strip out Phillips screw heads.  
 

STRAIGHT SCREWDRIVER: A tool for opening paint cans. Sometimes used to convert common slotted screws 

into non-removable screws and butchering your palms.  
 

PRY BAR: A tool used to crumple the metal surrounding various clips or brackets you needed to remove in order to 

replace a 50 cent part.  
 

HOSE CUTTER: A tool used to make hoses too short.  
 

HAMMER: Originally employed as a weapon of war, the hammer nowadays is used as a kind of divining rod to 

locate the most expensive parts adjacent the object you are trying to hit.  
 

UTILITY KNIFE: Used to open and slice through the contents of cardboard cartons delivered to your front door; 

works particularly well on contents such as seats, vinyl records, liquids in plastic bottles, collector magazines, refund 

checks, and rubber or plastic parts. Especially useful for slicing work clothes, but only while in use.  
 

SON-OF-A-BITCH TOOL:  Any handy tool you grab and throw across the garage while yelling 'Son of a Bitch!' at 

the top of your lungs. It is also, most often, the next tool that you will need.  

  

 

Hope you found this informative.  
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Below is a picture you could say comes from the: 

 

 “You Don’t See That Very Often” file 

Credit for the picture above is given to ―MGB Driver Magazine‖ 
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The Multiple Uses Of WD-40 

   1. Protects silver from 

tarnishing.

13. Removes tomato stains 

from clothing.

25. Restores and cleans padded 

leather dashboards in vehicles, 

as well as vinyl bumpers.

37. Florida 's favourite use is: 

cleans and removes love bugs 

from gril ls and bumpers.

  2. Removes road tar and grime 

from cars.

14. Keeps glass shower doors 

free of water spots.

26. Restores and cleans roof 

racks on vehicles.

38. The favorite use in the state 

of New York , WD-40 protects 

the Statue of Liberty from the 

elements.

  3. Cleans and lubricates guitar 

strings.

15. Camouflages scratches in 

ceramic and marble floors.

27. Lubricates and stops 

squeaks in electric fans.

39. WD-40 attracts fish. Spray a 

l ittle on live bait or lures and 

you will  be catching the big one 

in no time.  Also, it's a lot 

cheaper than the chemical 

attractants that are made for 

just that purpose.

  4. Gives floors that 'just-

waxed' sheen without making 

them slippery.

16. Keeps scissors working 

smoothly.

28. Lubricates wheel sprocket 

on tricycles, wagons, and 

bicycles for easy handling.

40. Use it for fire ant bites. It 

takes the sting away 

immediately and stops the itch.

  5. Keeps fl ies off cows & 

horses. Horses may be able to 

run faster but don’t get your 

hopes up for cows.

17. Lubricates noisy door 

hinges on vehicles and doors in 

homes.

29. Lubricates fan belts on 

washers and dryers and keeps 

them running smoothly.

41. WD-40 is great for removing 

crayon from walls.  Spray on 

the mark and wipe with a clean 

cloth.

  6. Restores and cleans 

chalkboards.

18. It removes black scuff 

marks from the kitchen floor!  

Use WD-40 for those nasty tar 

and scuff marks on flooring.  It 

doesn't seem to harm the finish 

and you won't have to scrub 

nearly as hard to get them off.

30. Keeps rust from forming on 

saws and saw blades and other 

tools.

42. Also, if you've discovered 

that you have washed and dried 

a tube of l ipstick with a load of 

laundry, saturate the lipstick 

spots with WD-40 and rewash. 

Presto! The lipstick is gone.

  7. Removes lipstick stains.

19. Bug guts and bird droppings 

will  eat away the finish on your 

car if not removed quickly! Use 

WD-40!

31. Removes splattered grease 

on stove.

43. If you spray WD-40 on a 

distributor cap, it displaces the 

moisture and allows the car to 

start.

  8. Loosens stubborn zippers.

20. Gives a children's 

playground gym slide a shine 

for a super-fast slide. (My 

neighbour’s wife sprayed it 

l iberally on her husband’s side 

of the bed)

32. Keeps bathroom mirror 

from fogging.

  9. Untangles jewelry chains.

21. Lubricates gear shift and 

mower deck lever for ease of 

handling on riding mowers.

33. Lubricates prosthetic l imbs.

10. Removes stains from 

stainless steel sinks.

22. Rids kids rocking chairs 

and swings of squeaky noises.

34. Keeps pigeons off the 

balcony and other places (they 

hate the smell).

11. Removes dirt and grime 

from the barbecue gril l .

23. Lubricates tracks in sticking 

home windows and patio doors 

and makes them easier to open.

35. Removes all  traces of duct 

tape.

12. Keeps ceramic/terra cotta 

garden pots from oxidizing.

24. Spraying an umbrella stem 

makes it easier to open and 

close.

36. Folks even spray it on their 

arms, hands, and knees to 

relieve arthritic pain.
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Quaker State Responds to Plight of Enthusiasts with a High‐Zinc Motor Oil 
 

The Newest Addition to Quaker State’s Product Line Designed for Auto Enthusiasts Needing High Levels 

of Zinc to Deal with Engine Wear Issues 
 

Toronto, ON – November 8, 2011 – Today, the makers of Quaker State motor oil announced the production 

of a new motor oil, Quaker State Defy. Featuring a high level of ZDDP, an anti‐wear additive commonly 

referred to as ―zinc,‖ Quaker State Defy addresses the needs of some automotive enthusiasts to combat 

friction and wear inside their engines. 

 

The formulation of new Quaker State Defy contains a proprietary ―zinc‐booster‖ that has dual attributes 

contributing to wear and oxidation control. Quaker State Defy is intended to provide enthusiasts with a 

quality, brand name oil that will provide both the protection and performance required in high‐output, flat‐
tappet engines. 

 

―We as an industry have seen the levels of zinc in motor oil consistently reduced in each successive 

gasoline engine specification implemented by ILSAC in the past few years,‖ said Jeff Hsu, Quaker State 

Technology Specialist. ―This reduction of zinc is fine for drivers of newer vehicles, but is leaving classic 

car owners, enthusiasts and those with flat‐tappet cams and followers with fewer and fewer options in the 

motor oil category.‖ 

 

The use of ZDDP in motor oil has seen a gradual decline since 2001 in order to minimize or eliminate 

clogging of oxygen sensors and catalytic converters in modern cars due to volatile phosphorus. Prior to 

2001, the typical concentration was roughly 1300 to 1400 parts per million (ppm) of ZDDP. However, since 

2001, modern passenger cars have required oils with lower viscosity to reduce power loss and increase gas 

mileage, but achieving these lower viscosities with higher concentrations of ZDDP is difficult. 

 

The proprietary low‐volatility ZDDP technology used in Quaker State Defy motor oil significantly reduces 

the amount of volatile phosphorus, while retaining its anti‐wear protective behaviour and antioxidant 

performance. Quaker State Defy has a ZDDP composition of 1200ppm, a more than sufficient amount to 

stand up to the most aggressive engine profiles. 

 

―We have repeatedly heard enthusiasts and engine builders ask for more zinc or other solutions to their 

aggressive flat‐tappet cam issues, and those requests did not fall on deaf ears,‖ said Chris Hayek, Quaker 

State Global Brand Manager. ―What we have been able to come up with is a zinc additive that is more 

effective and enables us to do more with the oil itself.‖ 

 

An additional benefit of the new, fully formulated Quaker State Defy motor oil is that it is capable of 

running a full manufacturer‐recommended drain interval during engine break‐in and does not need to be 

drained after five hundred or a thousand miles, like some high‐zinc break‐in oils. Quaker State Defy is also 

intended for use in higher‐mileage passenger vehicle engines, and helps control the wear that high‐mileage 

engines typically endure. In fact, the new Quaker State Defy motor oil helps stop engine wear in its tracks – 

preventing up to 98% of future wear through the use of the proprietary ZDDP additive. Quaker State Defy 

also is designed to help high‐mileage engines perform more efficiently through the use of additional seal 

swell additive that reconditions dried‐up seals and help control external and internal leaks. The motor oil 

provides a thicker viscosity and stronger oil film to resist thermal breakdown and reduce oil volatility and 

burn‐off, which help increase compression and reduce blow‐by. 

 

For more information on this or any other Quaker State product, please visit www.QuakerState.com 
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University Motors Newsletter December 12, 2011 

Dear Fellow Enthusiast! 

Last week we combined all our email databases.  The process should be seamless. If you receive multiple emails, let us know. 

Again, this week, I want to stress winter storage.  It’s gone well below freezing here in Grand Rapids for many nights.  Unless 

you are continuing to use your MG in this weather, you should have it safely stored.  The two greatest concerns are:  antifreeze, 

to keep the radiator and engine from damage; and rodent control.  I’ve attached a picture of a driver’s seat used, in part, for 

bedding.  This is not the worst those critters can do.  Of all the damage we see after storage, rodent damage is the worst. 

Mike Blackport has doubled up duty and he’s now working with our website as well as our parts.  We hope to have most of the 

links corrected soon.  It will be wonderful when our site links again to YouTube for our videos! 

Eli Potter, our videographer, has been busy at the end of this semester so we haven’t posted any videos for several weeks.  

During his winter break we’re hoping to make up for lost time.  If there is a specific video you’d like me to make, please send us 

a note and we’ll try to work it in.  To view all of our videos, log onto YouTube.   

Several products are now available. Please look at our Products Pages for details, core charges, shipping, & order info: 

University Motors Workshop Manual  $60    “Talking Tour of the MGB Mark IV 77-80” by John Twist $10 

Barrie’s Notes – an MGB reading companion $15   Rebuilt MGB spring sets with factory style clips 

Rebuilt Brake Warning Light Block $66    Rebuilt Stromberg 175CD carb and choke (MGB 75-76) $550 

Rebuilt MGA Remote Control gearbox assembly $200   Specially formulated 50 weight damper/shock oil – 12oz $10 

Clip set for rebuilt springs - six leaf $72 / seven leaf $96   Rebuilt SU AUD135 carbs with linkages and manifold  $700 

Branch pipe assemblies for MGAs and early MGBs – or for later MGB supercharger installation $25 

We continue to offer bench service on carburetters, gearboxes, suspension, and other MG components.   

As always, most of our work is line service and restoration.  Please call if you need repair, tuning, or maintenance.   

Our February Technical Seminars are delayed several weeks in 2012.  We offer a three day seminar Friday – Sunday, March 2-4, 

followed by a gearbox seminar, Monday-Tuesday, March 5-6.  Details will be on the website soon. 

To celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the introduction of the MGB, we are teaming up with the Vintage MG Racers and the 

Vintage Sports Car Drivers Association in conjunction with an MG Summer Party Reunion for an incredible weekend of MG 

events Friday – Sunday, August 17-19.  Get your reservations now at the Hilton Hotel by calling Janet (616) 957 0100. 

Kimber chose “Midget” not only because of the size of the “M” type, but because “Midget” is a word in which “M” is followed 

by a “G.”  Failing to find satisfactory words to define newer models, he created “Magna” and “Magnette” – again, “M” followed 

by a “G.”  Interestingly, Michigan is the only state in the union to have an “M” followed by a “G.”  A number of years ago our 

company stationery spelled the state as “MichiGan.”  Few noticed.   

John Twist 



13 

 

University Motors Newsletter December 30th, 2011 

Dear Fellow Enthusiasts! 

Welcome to 2012 - the 50th Anniversary of the introduction of the MGB, the 32nd anniversary of the closing of the 

MG Car Company at Abingdon, and the 38th year of business of University Motors. 

This past year was action packed! 

We completed reconstruction of our new facility on Patterson Avenue - a "Garage Mahal!" We re-opened in April 

after a half year's closing (so we could rebuild our new shop). We hired Mike Blackport, our new parts and service 

man, as well as our IT expert; we re-hired Wayne Reichel (who worked for us on Eastern Avenue and on Fulton, 

about 20 years ago). We re-vamped our website (that's still in process). We added another 60 videos to our YouTube 

selection. We expanded our sales of MG technical videos. In addition, I was re-married in October. 

This coming year should prove to be as exceptional. We will host an MG Summer Party Reunion August 17-19, 

featuring the pull handle MGB (62-64) in conjunction with the VSCDA and MG Vintage Racers. We expect to take on 

yet another mechanic in the workshop. We will add as many as a hundred new videos to YouTube as well as produce 

half a dozen lengthy technical videos covering the various models (T types through Midget 1500s). We expect to 

offer more technical books and articles, some of them available as downloads. And, we will expand our selection of 

rebuilt components. 

We hope you can attend our 37th Birthday Party on Saturday, January 21st, from Noon to 4:00 pm, so you can 

inspect our new site. We have scheduled a three day technical seminar for the first weekend in March, followed by a 

two day gearbox workshop. Details will soon be posted on the website. 

Following up from my last newsletter, we just took in a 1976 MGB for an under-bonnet restoration. The firewall was 

completely filled with insulation and nuts - obviously used as a hotel for our rodent friends. There is no substitute for 

a mouse trap! Beware of the mice! - those critters do more damage than anything else we see.  

The picture shows a set of AUD135 carburetters we rebuilt for a customer who decided on a supercharger instead. 

These have been rebuilt with standard shafts and all new SU parts. A new set of carbs (372-248) sells for $841.95. 

This set is complete with intake manifold, heat shield, spacer blocks, interconnecting linkages, springs, and fuel lines. 

We would be pleased to wrap it up and send this set to you for $650 plus shipping. Give Mike a call or email 

(Mike@UniversityMotorsLtd.Com ).  

Drive your MG! Join your local MG club! Make 2012 a totally octagonal year! 

John Twist 

University Motors 
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Here is some interesting information for MGers who are also stamp collectors. I received this information from a 

friend and MG enthusiast, Graham Mackie, in Australia. 

 

The MG and other Stamp Sets 
 

The late West Australian Ron Newnes Smith was a lifetime collector of stamps and contacted 

Graham Mackie through a friend when he became aware of Graham's interest in Classic Cars. 

 

Ron had been collecting for over 60 years and took a big interest in specialised Car stamps. 

 

Graham was staggered to find such a treasure trove of sets when he visited Ron's home and 

immediately commissioned Ron to proceed to gather sets that he could display in his home office. 

 

A full set of MG Stamps was framed by Ron as well as two separate sets of Classic British Cars. 

 

The MG set comprises twelve stamps: 

 1930 M Type Midget, 

 Y Type on a Yugoslavia Alpine Rally, 

 MGA on a Portugul stamp, 

 TD from a British set, 

 TD on a Tuvalu issue, 

 TC on a Guernsey stamp, 

 1945 MG TC on a Commonwealth of Dominica stamp, 

 1967 MGA on a Tuvalu stamp, 

 1947 TC on a Nevis stamp, 

 MG PA on a Republic of Equador stamp, 

 1933 KA on a Nevis stamp, 

 MGB-GT on a Union Island Grenadines of St Vincent issue.  

 

The Classic British Car Set totals 68 stamps from countries around the world.  

 

If anyone is interested, Graham can list the stamps if you want to go hunting. 

 

Graham also commissioned a separate set produced in Britain in the 1990's featuring the stamps and 

stories of: 

 the Austin Healey 100 

 the Jaguar XK 120, 

 the Triumph TR3, 

 the MG TD and  

 the Morgan Plus Four 

 

Graham can be contacted on grahammackie@bigpond.com 
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All the stamp sets on the office wall 

The Classic British Car Set 

The MG Stamp Set 
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Information about this newly printed quality cotton material, and the shirt 

manufacturing company that has the exclusive rights to it, came to me from 

my contacts at The British Car Council. 

 

Visit the clothing manufacturer at www.ChristiesCollections.biz 

OMGC Membership Renewals Are Due At The March 15th Meeting 
 

When you renew your OMGC membership at the March meeting, you will receive your free 

copy of the full colour OMGC Event Calendar 2012-2013. 

 

You can also send your renewal cheque for $30 (payable to OMGC) to: 

OMGC Membership Director, 16 Eliza Crescent, Stittsville, Ontario, K2S 2A3 

http://www.christiescollections.biz
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HUGO LEECH 

 

One Of The Founders Of The Ottawa MG Club 

 

 

A Bit Of History 

 

Hugo Leech led a life that most people only dream 

of and very few get to enjoy. His career varied: army 

officer, helicopter pilot, ship captain, flying 

instructor, Transport Canada inspector and director 

of Aviation Safety Promotion.  

 

He was born in Surbiton, England, in December 

1933 and was the son of a Royal Air Force officer.  

At the age of 18, Hugo was called to serve his two 

years in the military (national service). His many 

talents were quickly seen and he was selected for 

officer training at Sandhurst, where he graduated as 

a second lieutenant. 

He was selected to serve in the Royal Army Service Corps where he learned to drive just about 

anything with wheels, to fly, and to command an ocean-going ship.  
 

 

In 1958, he took command of a 1000-t, 200-ft. amphibious landing craft. On one of his voyages, he 

took his ship, in company with two other similar vessels, from England, past Gibraltar, through the 

Suez Canal, across the Indian Ocean and through the Strait of Malacca to Singapore: a trip of over 

10,000 mi. During the voyage they ran into a typhoon and one of the other ships sank, taking with it 

a crew of 30.  
 

 

In 1963, Hugo learned to fly with the Army Air Corps. As a military helicopter pilot, he flew 

missions in Great Britain, Europe, Cyprus, Singapore, India, Malaysia and Belize. His talents were 

again recognized and he became a flight instructor. He was promoted to major and, in 1968, decided 

that he needed a new career.  
 

 

He retired from the British military and moved to Canada where he got a job in British Columbia as 

a pilot with Northern Helicopters. For the next six years, Hugo practiced one of his true loves, 

flying, throughout the Americas. In 1974, Hugo left Northern as their chief pilot for a job with 

Transport Canada in Ottawa as a civil aviation inspector. He worked in flight training from 1974 

until 1984, when he moved to the Aviation Safety Promotion Branch in the Safety Programs 

Directorate.  
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While in flight training, Hugo created the first helicopter flight instructor guide, a document that is 

essentially the same today and is well respected around the world for its guidance. He was also 

responsible for setting up and running an annual helicopter flight instructor course, which is still 

offered today.  

 

Shortly after moving to safety, he took over as editor of Aviation Safety Vortex, a position he held 

until he became senior editor of the entire family of Transport Canada aviation safety newsletters. 

He also produced a number of award-winning aviation safety videos. A year before his retirement 

from Transport Canada in 1994, Hugo became the director of Safety Promotion.  

 

In 1994, Hugo Leech was presented the prestigious Joe Mashman Safety Award by Helicopter 

Association International, as acknowledgment for his outstanding contributions in the promotion of 

safety and safety awareness throughout the helicopter industry.  

 

When he wasn’t flying, Hugo was quite likely driving something with wheels at a very rapid pace 

— be it his MGB sports car or a race car. In 1979, he raced a 1931 standard Bentley in the Laguna 

Seca California antique car race. He later commented that the only reason Phil Hill (World Formula 

One Driving Champion, 1961) managed to pass him in the corkscrew was that he was driving a 

turbo 1932 Bentley. Hugo also held back because the car he was driving didn’t belong to him and 

he didn’t want to break it.  

 

In addition, he was a very accomplished singer, guitarist, comedian and actor with a penchant for 

Gilbert and Sullivan musicals.  

 

Hugo couldn’t stay away from aircraft so, after he retired from Transport Canada, he went to work 

with the Canadian War Museum where, among other things, he organized the re-enactment of a 

Second World War bombing raid, complete with WWII aircraft, such as the Avro Lancaster.  

 

Hugo married Carol in the spring of 1991, in a Bell 205, near Carp, Ontario. The helicopter was 

filled with family, friends, a minister and the pilot. It flew over Carp, along the Ottawa River to 

Ottawa and back to Carp when the ceremony was finished. In later years, Hugo expressed some 

concern over which province he was actually married in since the pilot flew down the centre of the 

Ottawa River and may have wandered into Quebec as Hugo was saying, "I do." 

  

Hugo Leech succumbed to cancer on August 28, 1998, at the age of 64.  

Hugo Leech, 

kneeling, 

giving instructions 

to Peter Adomovits 

at a driving event 

in 1996.    

 

 

 

 

The Hugo Leech 

Memorial Award 

is presented annually 

to an 

Ottawa MG Club Member 

at the discretion of the 

President 
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NAMGAR CHAPTER & INTEREST GROUP CONTACTS NEWSLETTER 

WINTER 2012 

  

Happy MGA New Year!  We trust that most of you have one or more bench projects going on that 
hopefully will be completed before the driving season starts in a couple of months.  For those of you in 
warmer climates, enjoy driving your MGAs, Magnettes or Variants.  Here's some MG information that 
will be of interest to your chapter or interest group members. 
  

2012 Events of interest to members of Chapters and Interest Groups 

  

March 14 - 17 is the Last Sebring MGA Reunion celebrating the 50th anniversary of the last MGA 
factory team entered at Sebring.  There will be several Sebring MGAs in attendance.  Contact Dave 
Harrison at davidmharrison2003@yahoo.com for details. 
  
April 20 - 22 is the Kimber Festival in Norwich, NY.  A weekend of MG related seminars held at the 
Northeast Classic Car Museum and also featuring a MG literature swap.  Details at www.nemgtr.org. 
  
April 23 - 27 is Key West Regional GT hosted by the Key West British Car Club and they're 
celebrating the 30th anniversary of the Independence of the Conch Republic.  
Contact ViceAdmiral@KeyWestBritishCarClub.com for event and lodging details. 
  
May 5 is Drive Your MG Day.  It's a day to let the world know you have an MGA and enjoy driving it.  
Be sure and wave at other MGA drivers as you pass them by. 
  
July 9 - 13 is GT 37 being held in Dayton, OH and is being hosted by the Southwestern Ohio Center 
MG Club.  Lots to see and do, this should really be a great event.  What the heck make it two full 
weeks by getting together with your chapter or interest group friends and making plans to attend 
both the Dayton Air Show on the weekend before and the Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix on  the 
weekend afterward.  Details at www.gt37.namgar.com 
  

A Differential of a Tale 

  

Go to http://www.geek.com/articles/geek-cetera/a-brilliant-explanation-of-how-a-cars-differential-
works-20111218/ for the single best explanation of exactly how your MG's differential works.   
  
 

What to Do When It's Snowing outside And/Or It's Too Cold To Work In The Garage 

  

Everything you ever wanted to know about MGs appearing in the movies or TV shows.  Go to 
http://www.imcdb.org/vehivles.php?make=mg&model= for a mind blowing experience.  There are 
1,156 separate listings on 39 pages for MGs.  Now get this, there are 175 listings on 8 pages for 
MGAs alone!  Now you can become an expert in MG movie trivia.  
  

NAMGAR Regional's - Something your chapter might want to contemplate! 
  

Is there any event on your club's calendar such as a weekend trip or a car show that could also 
be expanded to become a NAMGAR Regional?  It's something that you might want to consider.  What 
the heck, the more the merrier.  If you've already done the planning for an event then you're more 
than half way there.  Having a regional just might fill up that motel or enhance your car show field.  
Contact Carol Shamonsky at vicechair@namgar.com for details and advice on hosting a NAMGAR 
Regional. 
  
Just think Spring is almost (well sort of) here.  Get those winter MG projects completed too.   
  

    Lee & Liz Niner - NAMGAR Chapter & Interest Group Coordinators 
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Thank You To Our Sponsors 

Please Support Them 


