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OTTAWA MG CLUB

The Dashpot is the official publication of the Ottawa MG Club.
Submissions for consideration should be sent to: newsletter@omgc.info

Visit us on the web at www.omgc.info

you will find web links to various suppliers, other clubs and

organizations, as well as technical help, membership forms, regalia and library offerings and other fun stuff
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From The Editor’s Desk

R

North American MGB Register

I’m sure you know by now that I missed a few issues of the Dashpot over the previous
months of 2012. My bad!! So this is a catch up issue to present all the bits and pieces
that might have been in the Spring & Summer & Fall issues that never made it to the
publication room. Stories; links to videos; comics & jokes; pictures; even some
important news you should know about. Take a wander through the pages and let me

know if you need more information about any of the topics. Welcome to 2013! )



Message From The President

As is usual, it has been a banner year for the club, and the activities it
undertakes. I am very pleased with both the participation of members

and the willingness

of members to take on the leadership in preparation

of events. Many thanks to those who have led the way in the past and to
the members willing to provide continuity for events by stepping in to
organize the coming year's events. I will resist the impulse to name
names in case I miss someone or some event. Suffice it to know, a big

THANK YOU goes

out to those who contribute. You know who you are.

o
iur. Justin Tyme )/ \

Club Member Trevor Whitehouse was recently honoured by
having his name added to the OMGC Justin Tyme Award for his
wonderful, and timely, efforts to help club member John Balint;
who was having some trials and tribulations with the ignition
switch / starter on his MG Midget.

Trevor’s name joins these other fine MGers who have already
had their names attached to the Justin Tyme Award:
Don Barr Adrian Sawyer Terry Haines

[this award was created by club member Todd Steeves and is
awarded to any OMGCer when circumstances come about that
need to be recognized by the club - so if you see or hear of
such circumstances in the MG world..... be sure to report them
to Len Fortin for award action]
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Here is the latest wiring diagram for British cars from the Lucas factory. Leave it to us Brits to improve on an already fine system



Optimists Raise Funds In Beard Shave-Off |

Aug 23, 2012, This past weekend the Central Ontario District (hitp:/cenon.org/) of Optimist
International (hitp:/iwww.optimist.org/) celebrated its 28™ annual convention at the historic Lord
Elgin Hotel in Oftawa_ Optimist members from across Ontario joined in a weekend of business
sessions and training as well as free time to explore the Nation's Capital The District also had the
honour of welcoming Optimist Intermational President Jack Creswell from Douglasville, PA.

The District also moumned the loss of Michas] Sossin
from the Optimist Club of Newmarket, Chairperson for
their Childhood Cancer Campaign for the past 4 years.

It was in Michael's memonry that Optimist Mac Rumble
from the Newmarket Club, decided to raise funds by
shaving hiz beard of 44 years. To help raize the funds,
Optimizt Tony Edge of the Forest Park Optimist Club

i added his name and beard to the fundraiser. Tony
Governor Anne Donkers, Mac Rumble & celebrated his 257 year of being an Optimist and noted
International President Jack Creswell that “no one in the Optimist Organization had ever seen
me without my beard of 33 years". Early Sunday moming in front of the District’s Final Business
Session, Sam from Westgate Barber shop in Ottawa donated his time & did the deed. Donations
to the Canadian Children’s Optimist Foundation/Childhood Cancer exceeded 36,000.

i I
—

Optimist Tony Edge before Optimist Tony after
Tony Edge iz a Bell Gateways Technician, and Co-Chair of Local Health and Safety Commities
#72 in the Ottawa area and has 34 years of service. In 2001 he was honoured with one of ten
Bell Volunteer Employees Recognition Awards for his work with Optimist Intemational and The
Hugh O'Brian Youth Leadership Program (HOBY).

These donations to the Canadian Children's Optimist Foundation are being submitted fo a
matching grant program with hopes to provide a check to the Children's Hospital of Eastemn
Ontario Oncology Treatment center, in excess of $12,000. Funds will be allocated for purchase of
exact weigh scales (52 500ea) and blood-work chairs ($1,500ea). These items will reduce the
stressful length of stay within the oncology dept. The patients exact blood counts, height, weight
are taken to determine the exact chemotherapy dozages to be administered. Cumently a pilot
plan wsing bomrowed equipment is in place resulting in a reduction of 3 howrs in this phase of
treatment. Permanent equipment would be provided by cur donaticn.
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Foreign Affairs . . .

(continued from page 36A)
grille which appeared on the 1969-
70 MGB.

MGBs-a split rear bumper was a

substantial change in the styling
of the rearend-in 1970, but was

i the : ;
“short-lived and a return to the
solid.rear chrome bumper on the
1971 version.

Despite more changes in the
early 1970s that many automobile
journalists criticized, the popular-
ity of the MGB constantly in-
creased and sales continued to
climb. 3

More minor cosmetic changes
were made in 1973 which included
a more traditional grille, but still
with some black plastic.

Great hopes were pinned on the
MGB/GT Rover 3.5L V8 version
that appeared in 1973, but the oil
crisis took its toll and plans to ex-
port the car to North America
were cancelled as was the V8
model after three years and just
2,600 units.

The 1974 MGB met the US
“Federal” safety regulations by
adding huge rubber bumperettes

& 3 ‘f‘xy : 0 : i
Early MGBs were devoid of pollution controls

and fitted with twin SU carbs.

added in 1977.

“Later MGBs such as this 1975 version were
laden with smog controls and fitted with a single
Zenith-Stromberg carb. Twin electric fans were

to the traditional chrome
bumpers along with an increase in
ride height. The rubber

bumperettes would last only a

short time:

For the 1975 model year the full-
width rubber “Bayer” bumpers
were added that most enthusiasts
feel destroyed the MGB’s looks, as
well as more suspension changes
that raised the rear of the MGB
and were further detrimental to
its overall handling.

In 1976 the poorer handling was
somewhat rectified by the addi-
tion once more by the standardi-
zation of an anti-roll bar that had
been earlier deleted.

In 1979-80 an American black
“Limited Edition” of what was ul-
timately 6,682 MGBs was avail-
able with main features being
special stripirlxlg, alloy wheels, a
three spoke alloy steering wheel
with a leather-covered trim, and a
front spoiler. These cars came
with either black or beige trim.
The distributors regularly added
a rear luggage rack, floor mats
and a stereo and often air condi-
tioning. In Canada other colours

were offered such as piue ana
bronze.

Although there was a MKk.II
there was no official MK models
after that, although there were
striping kits for a Mk.IV, but noth-
ing official. Basically, MGB road-
sters are divided up into MKk. I
(1962-1968), MKk.II (1967-1969),
GHN/D 5 (1969-1974) and rubber-
bumper (1974-1980). A total of
386,961 roadsters were built. And
as a matter of interest, the GT
models added another 125,282 to
the MGB total.

If authenticity is of the utmost
importance when buying an MGB
it is best to have along the “essen-
tial Buyer’s Guide,” published by
Veloce and the “Original MGB”
published by Motorbooks.

TInteriors c anged constantly too, especially

starting in the later sixties to meet safety regula-
tions. Here’s a handsome 1963 interior.

e

The interior of this 1976 MGB
door handles, 3-point seatbelts, highback bucket
seats with head restraints, a padded dash, no tog-
gle switches, a collapsible steering column and
much more. It also has a much improved ventila-

tion system.

-

orts safty



Engineering Flowchart

DOES IT MOVE?
, |
| '
No Yes
! !
Should it? Should it?
I |
! !
No Yes
No No
Problem Problem

Here are a couple of links to some Road & Track online articles for you to enjoy:

Road & Track Sentimental Journey

Road & Track MGB 50th Anniversary Review

These were found by club member Terry Haines.

At my age
I need ?g[lagses.

1 AP TERIE.FLILBLOG.OEE S

Click here to see some very cool Vintage Trucks!



http://www.roadandtrack.com/special-reports/sentimental-journey
http://www.roadandtrack.com/rt-archive/mgb-the-first-50-years-of-immortality
http://www.robertpence.com/oh_vintage_truck/oh_vintage_truck.html

All This Time You've Just Been Putting Bounce In The Dryer!
The postal service sent out messages to letter carriers to put a sheet of Bounce in their uniform pockets to keep yellow-jackets away.

Use them when playing baseball and soccer. Use it when working outside. It really works. The insects just veer around you.

1. It will chase ants away when you lay a sheet near them. It also repels mice.

2. Spread sheets around foundation areas, in trailers & cars that are sitting and it stops mice from entering your vehicle.
3. It takes the odor out of books and photo albums that don't get opened too often.

4. 1t repels mosquitoes. Tie a sheet of Bounce through a belt loop when outdoors during mosquito season.

5. Eliminate static electricity from your television (or computer) screen.

6. Bounce is designed to help eliminate static cling. Wipe the TV screen with a used sheet to keep dust from resettling.
7. Dissolve soap scum from shower doors. Clean with a sheet of Bounce.

8. To freshen the air in your home - Place an individual sheet of Bounce in a drawer or hang in the closet.

9. Put a Bounce sheet in vacuum cleaner.

10. Prevent thread from tangling. Run a threaded needle through a sheet of Bounce before beginning to sew.

11. Prevent musty suitcases. Place an individual sheet of Bounce inside empty luggage before storing.

12. To freshen the air in your car - Place a sheet of Bounce under the front seat.

13. Clean baked-on foods from a cooking pan. Put a sheet in a pan, fill with water, let sit overnight, and sponge clean. The anti-static
agent apparently weakens the bond between the food and the pan.

14. Eliminate odors in wastebaskets. Place a sheet of Bounce at the bottom of the wastebasket.

15. Collect cat hair. Rubbing the area with a sheet of Bounce will magnetically attract all the loose hairs.

16. Eliminate static electricity from Venetian blinds. Wipe blinds with a sheet of Bounce to prevent dust from resettling.
17. Wipe up sawdust from drilling or sand papering. A used sheet of Bounce will collect sawdust like a tack cloth.

18. Eliminate odors in dirty laundry. Place an individual sheet of Bounce at the bottom of a laundry bag or hamper.

19. Deodorize shoes or sneakers. Place a sheet of Bounce in your shoes or sneakers overnight.

20. Golfers put a Bounce sheet in their back pocket to keep the bees away.

21. Put a Bounce sheet in your sleeping bag and tent before folding and storing them. It will keep them smelling fresh.
22. Wet a Bounce sheet, hose down your car, and wipe love bugs off easily with the wet Bounce.

23. Put a sheet of Bounce in your suitcase when traveling, it will help keep mites or any other critters out of it.

24. Travel with several Bounce sheets and run them up and down your bed linen before getting into bed to chase away any critters
already in your bed.

10
25. Keep a sheet in your suitcase even after you have unpacked to protect your suitcases from bugs nesting in it.



A GRAND MGish JOKE:

from the website is the MG-MGB Yahoo Group

Wife's Diary:
Tonight, I thought my husband was acting weird.

We had made plans to meet at a nice restaurant for dinner. I was shopping with my
friends all day long, so I thought he was upset at the fact that I was a bit late, but he
made no comment on it.

Conversation wasn't flowing, so I suggested that we go somewhere quiet so we could
talk. He agreed, but he didn't say much.

I asked him what was wrong; He said, "Nothing."
I asked him if it was my fault that he was upset.
He said he wasn't upset, that it had nothing to do with me, and not to worry about it.

On the way home, I told him that I loved him. He smiled slightly, and kept driving.

I can't explain his behaviour..... I don't know why he didn't say, "I love you, too."

When we got home, I felt as if I had lost him completely, as if he wanted nothing to do
with me anymore. He just sat there quietly and watched TV. He continued to seem
distant and absent.

Finally, with silence all around us, I decided to go to bed. About 15 minutes later, he
came to bed. But I still felt that he was distracted and his thoughts were somewhere else.
He fell asleep — I cried. I don't know what to do. I'm almost sure that his thoughts are
with someone else. My life is a disaster.

Husband's Diary:

MG wouldn't start..... can't figure it out.

[found by Trevor Whitehouse] 11
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The MGTC and the Son

Why did you buy a TC Dad?
Why was the Commodore sold?
Why is it open and cold Dad?
Why is just so old?

Why is the roof made of rag Dad?
Why won't it keep out the rain?
Why so many draughts Dad?
We’'re not stopping for petrol again?
Why isn't there a seat in the back Dad?
Why are my feet in the air?

Why can’t I sit in the front Dad?

It’s really just not very fair!

What is that noise underneath Dad?
Why does the engine vibrate?
Why does the exhaust blow smoke Dad?
Mum says the car’s out of date!

Why can’t we go any faster Dad?
Why can’t we keep up the pace?
Why is that Subaru smiling Dad?
Please don’t give it a race?
Why were the wheels made of wire Dad?
Why is their rust in the sill?

Why do all the girls look at you Dad?
22222111112222211111

Wow! Please leave me the TC in your will!

12
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MGB sports car celebrates
J0th anniversary at Have a Go Day

it o'
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Iconic 50 year old MGB British sports cars on display at Government House
Pictured with the cars - from left: Bill Hildebrand, Phil Paddon, Val Hildebrand, Val Goff, MGB Car Club Liaison, Dawn Xates,
His Excellency the Governor of WA, Malcolm McCusker, Chris Hart, Judith Treby, Hugh Rogers, Anne and Rod Elfgren.
Pic: Martin Yates
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by Judith Treby

DURING September, the Governor
of WA, His Excellency. Malcolm
McCusker, who is also the Patron of
Have a Go Day. welcomed a group
of us to Government House where
three models of the iconic 50 year
old MBG sports cars. pictured above.
were on display.

Enjoying the opportunity to see
firsthand these iconic British sports
cars presented by the proud owners
Val and Bill Hildebrand, Chris Hart
and Anne and Rod Elfren, were Dawn
Yates. Phil Paddon and president
Hugh Rogers. all fiom the Seniors
Recreation Council, Val Goff. MGB
liaison representative for the MBG
Sports Car Club and two of us fiom

Have a Go Nevws.

As part of its 50th anniversary
celebrations, MGB sports cars will
also be at Have a Go Day. and are a
must see for sports car enthusiasts. In
the spirit of the event. on the day. you
can take part in a vote to choose your
favourite model.

This year, Have a Go Day. the peak
event of Seniors Week and organised
by the Seniors Recreation Council of
WA will be held on Wednesday 14
November at Burswood Park.

Although proceedings begin at
8.30am. the event will be officially
opened at 9.25am by the Governor
Malcolm McCusker. accompanied by
the Police Pipe Band and escorted by
the 10th Light Horse Bunbury Troop.

Again Have a Go Day offers the

opportunity to over 455 to come along
and ‘have a go’ at a huge diversity
of activities and events and access
information of interest to them.

Available to try will be many of
your old favourite activities including
canoeing. archery, golf and tenmis,
together with some new additions
ranging from different forms of dance,
the opportunity to try a simulated
flight — (organised by the Gliding
Club of WA) and an mtroduction to
medieval arts and skills.

The new activities include the Rose
& Wattle English Country Dancers,
who will present dancing from the
16th centwry through to the present
day. This form of dance is gentle
exercise for both the body and the
brain and can be done with or without

continued from front cover
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a partner.

The Society for Creative
Anachronism 15 also a relative
newcomer to the ‘day’.  This
international organization is dedicated
to researching and re-creating the arts
and skills of pre 17th century Europe.
Their “Known World™ consists of 19
kingdoms. with more than 30.000
members worldwide.

Participants, dressed in clothing
styled on the Middle Ages and
Renaissance, attend events whichmay
feature tournaments, arts exhibits.
classes. workshops. dancing, feasts
and more. The “royalty” holds court
at which they recognize and honour
members for their contributions to the
group.

continued on page 3

a Go Day

Looking under the bonnet. From left to right; Chris Hart, Hugh Rogers and the Governor Malcolm McCi usker Pic: Martin Yates
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University Motors Newsletter January 23, 2012
Dear Fellow Enthusiasts!

We had a wonderfully beautiful birthday party here at the shop on Saturday, January 21, celebrating our 37th year.
Over a hundred enthusiasts from as distant as Mount Vernon OH and Chicago IL attended the festivities. The shop
was clean and organized with about twenty projects on display. We served chili and then cut a birthday cake. A good
time was had by all. Bob & Katie Blackport even showed up with MG face paint!

Our next event at University Motors is scheduled for the first weekend in March — the University Motors Technical
Seminar. The seminar is an intense, three day hands-on and lecture course. Friday is the “Complete Lubrication.”
Saturday is the “Complete Tune.” Sunday covers Lucas electrix and Toolbox Tips. Friday and Saturday evenings
include more training and factory films. Become a University graduate! Earn your degree in MGineering! Follow this
link to our website. http://universitymotorsltd.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/TechSeminar.pdf

Following the three day seminar is our two day Gearbox Workshop. Held on a Monday/Tuesday, participants will
bring and rebuild their own gearboxes under the watchful eyes of John and Curt. We will have as many as ten
gearboxes apart at the same time, so organization and cleanliness will be paramount.

While cleaning up for the birthday party we came upon this set of modern SU carbs, mounted on an aluminum
manifold. Matched to this is a stainless steel header. We ask $400 plus shipping. If you want this assembly, as
pictured, send an email to Mike or give him a call: mike@universitymotorsltd.com or 616-301-2888.

My experience is that most MG owners worship alone. But for that great number who want some fellowship,
technical assistance, camaraderie, social gatherings, shows, rallies, magazines -- there is a club for you. The MG world

is factionalized along models: The national clubs often have state chapters. Here are the national clubs:
15



Here are the National Clubs:

For the MMMs (pre WWII): http://www.triple-mregister.org

For the T Series (1946-1955) http://www.nemgt.org

For the MGAs (1956-1962) http://www.namgar.com

For the MGBs and Midgets and 1100s (1962-1980) http://www.mgcars.org.uk/namgbr

For the MGCs http://www.mgcars.org.uk/amgcr

Other national MG clubs include:

The MG Drivers Club http://mgdriversclub.com/

The American MGB Association http://www.mgclub.org/

Publications and magazines dealing with British Cars include:

Classic MG Magazine http://www.classicmgmagazine.com/

Classic Motorsports http://classicmotorsports.net/

Sports and Exotics http://www.hemmings.com/subscribe/current issue.html?publication=HSX

Moss Motors’ British Motoring  http://www.britishmotoring.net/

Some MG owners choose to join a more local club, often including our Triumph and Austin Healey cousins. These
clubs near to University Motors are very active on a local level:

The Windsor Detroit MG Club http://www.mgcars.org.uk/wdmgcc/

The Emerald Necklace MG Register in Cleveland: http://www.mgcleveland.com/

The Lake Erie MG Club around Toledo http://www.lebcc.org/

The Chicagoland MG Club http://chicagolandmgclub.com/

The MG Clubs of Indiana http://www.hoosiermgs.com/

The British Car Club of Traverse City http://www.twinbaybrits.com/

The Mad Dogs and Englishmen around SE Michigan http://www.maddogsandenglishmen.org/

And our local favourite: The Old Speckled Hen MG Car Club http://www.westmichiganmgcarclub.com/

There is power in numbers! Join a club! If you have service or restoration needs, large or small, please give us a call!
If you have an MG for sale, send me a note — Next week’s newsletter will have cars available.

John Twist
University Motors
16



OMGC Folks....... Get Ready For February

Hello All Area British Car Clubs,

The OVTC would like to invite your members to its Annual Dart Tournament
which will be held on Saturday, February 9, 2013 from 1 — 4 p.m. at the
Barrhaven Legion, 3500 Fallowfield Road, Nepean.

Everyone is welcome. No dart experience is needed — you can trust me on that point........... A good time is always
had by all. It’s a great way to have fun and fellowship with other British car nuts while our cars are stored away for
winter. We drink the Legion’s beer, but the OVTC will provide pizzas during the afternoon.

Come to win the bragging rights, have your name & club put on the trophy; then get to keep the trophy for the year.

Hope to see you and a number of your members at this fun filled event.

Pat Mills Communication & Publicity Coordinator ~ Ottawa Valley Triumph Club

OMGC Valentines Gathering
Sunday, February 10, 3pm - 6pm
Louis’ Steakhouse

Gather at Louis’ for cocktails around the warm fireplace in the
main dining area at 3 o’clock, dressed in your finest casual
Valentines outfit. [jeans are acceptable, as long as they are clean!]

Dinner choices are: chicken or fish or pasta & includes salad bar
and dessert/coffee for $23.95/person.

Together we can have a relaxing afternoon, enjoying each others
company and play some Valentines games.

This is NOT a driving event!

17




Other Little Tid-Bits For Your Reading / Watching Pleasure:

From the British Car Council, a link to a web thread about the Hawker Hurricane aircraft: Scott Morris says,
“Good Day; I thought you may be interested in Doug Nye’s photo essay on the Hawker Hurricane”

http://forums.autosport.com/index.php?s=3¢304b3d9d7bb09%eec9fab8e4fa68248 &showtopic=176317
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Club member Gerry Neville found this wee story about Ford Racing history:

Click here to watch the video.

Here is a note from club member Graham Ayers:

Found this while surfing the net!!!
There is MG content ... you just have to watch all the Ferraris & Lambos first ... And I love what Jay Leno chooses!

Regards, Graham
Click here to see the Race Cars At Mulholland.

And click here to see the General Motors Vehicles Heritage Center

And click here to peek at an MGA with a V12 engine! 18



http://forums.autosport.com/index.php?s=3c304b3d9d7bb09eec9fab8e4fa68248&showtopic=176317
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http://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?feature=endscreen&=R=1&v=RvVmDsWnMOk
http://grassrootsmotorsports.com/forum/grm/mga-v12-etc/49252/page1/
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