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2013 British car day - east!

by Norm Mort

KINGSTON, ON - The Al
British Boot ‘n’ Bonnet Club from
the Belleville-Kingston area held
its 24th annual British Car Day in
Kingston’s cig park in August.

This year there were one hun-
dred and forty-three entries from
southeastern Ontario, Quebec
and New York State as well as the
major centres such as Toronto,
Ottawa, and Montreal.

This year the B'n’B club was
celebrating the sixtieth introduc-
tion of the Austin-Healey in 1953.
As a result over a dozen of the bi%
Healeys or “Handsome Brutes
were lined-up front and centre.

And, as well as your usual
horde of popular British sports
cars from Triumph, MG, Lotus,
Austin-Healey, etc. there were
some rarer English family and
sporting saloon cars.

There was a good cross-section
of British saloon cars including a
sporting 1955 MG Magnette be-
longing to Dave Graham, Ottawa.
The Magnette ZA appeared in
1953 in four-door guise only. The
Magnette name had originally
been applied to a 1930s MG sports
car. Built from 1953 to the end of
1956, the ZA was later replaced by
the ZB. Both versions were pow-
ered by Morris’ four-cylinder,
1500cc engine. The ZA had a top
speed of 80 mph.

Another four-door sedan, very
modern at the time, was the
Rover 3500S which had evolved
from the Rover 2000SC and
2000TC (twin carb), first intro-
duced in 1963.

The Rover 2000 or P6 gained
much acclaim for its novel and
safety-oriented design.

The 2000 was also later fitted
with the reworked Buick V8 en-
gine and introduced as the 3500 in
1968. In October 1971 the 3500S
was announced fitted with a four-
speed manual transmission. The
3500S was popular with the
British police force who appreci-
ated its fine performance and
handling.

A lovely Rover 1970 3500S was
on display courtesy of Owen
Evans and Stacia Jackson of Na-
panee.

A bright red 1961 Jaguar MKII
was owned by Willem Westenberg
of Westmount, Quebec. The
Jaguar MKII was introduced in
1959 and was basically a re-styled
version of Jaguar’s first small
sedan now commonly referred to
as the Mk.I in retrospect.

The Jaguar MK.IT was in pro-
duction into 1967 with nearly
90,000 being built in 2.4, 3.4 and
3.8L form.

In the more family oriented sa-

loon cars were two British icons.

The Austin A40 was Britain’s
most popular car in its day. In fact,
it was sold in record numbers for
Austin. It was a record that was
not broken until the introduction
of the diminutive A30 and A35 and
later the Austin Mini.

The A40 was offered in two-
door, four-door and in commercial
guise - a pickup, van and Country-
man station wagon or Brake. The
rarest, most valuable and sought
after today is the two-door Dorset,
which was discontinued in 1949.

The most prolific model was
the A40 Devon four-door saloon
such as the one featured here.
These first generation A40 sedans
were built from 1947 through into
1952, before being replaced by the
similar looking, but more rounded
Somerset models that a peared
that February. A total of 273,958
Devons were built compared to
26,587 commercials and just
15,939 Dorsets.

While popular in Britain, its
colonies and most of the Domin-
ions the Americans and Canadi-
ans found the 40 hp, 1200cc,
four-cylinder engine too slow with
its 0-60 mph time of 34.8 seconds
and top speed of just 67 mph. The
A40 was also seen as being too
small with an overall lenéh of
153-inches. As well, most North
Americans saw the A40’s styling
as too old fashioned.

Today, the A40 is seen as being
very charming and representative
of traditional British values.

A fierce competitor of the popu-
lar Austin A40 was the Morris
Minor which was designed by
Alec Issigonis (later of Mini fame),
and first appeared in 1948. Over
the ensuing decades it evolved,
but was the British equivalent of
the Volkswagen Beetle in per-
formance, market and even shape
- although it came in four-door
form.

The Minor finally went out of
production after 23-years in 1971.
A very clean example was the
1961 Morris Minor 1000 of John
and MaryLynn Cruickshank of
Kingston.

Some of my favourite British
sports cars were on display and
included Louis Boucher’s 1958
Triumph TR3A in a loveli; green
tone and sporting wire wheels, a
luggage rack, wind wings, and
some added wood in the interior.

A very sixties style, pocket
rocket was a 1966 Lotus Elan S2
driven down from Delta, ON by
owner Ron Wanless. The fibre-
glass-bodied Elan was built from
1962 to 1971; although it continued
in production in coupe form for
another two years as the Elan
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Powered by a 1498cc and later
1558cc four—c{ylinder engine it had
a top speed of 110 or in larger form
122 mph.

One of the nicest Morgan’s was

the two-tone silver 1962 Morgan
+4 driven down from Toronto by
owner Peter Pfahl.

A white 1956 MG MGA sporting
whitewall tires and wire wheels
owned by Andy Bounsall of Ottawa
brought back fond memories of
one I owned over thirty years ago,
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minded me of my first car which
was virtually identical.

For its 25th anniversary event
next year there are b(iig plans in
the works so stay tuned.

The awards each year include
some that are rather different
from many car show prizes and
they follow.

Best Boot - Ken and Barb Low, Brockille,
1960 Austin-Healey 3000 BN7, Best Under the
Bonnet - David Rodger, Thornhill, 1976 Jensen

Loolking ready to take flight was Peter Pfahl’s

1962 Morgan +4.

Voted as the Best in Show was the mint and
ing 1950 Austin A40 owned by Janice

vz‘iy charmi
and Ray War of Keene.

in Old Autos. Best Wheels/Tires - Claude Jau-
ron, Trois-Rivieres, 1967 Austin-Healey 3000
Mk.IIl who also captured the Furthest Driven
plaque covering a distance of 420 kms or 263
miles.

Best Exterior - 1956 MGA, Paul Hutchin-
son, Gananoque. Best Interior - 1966 Jaguar
E-Type, Jean Gadbois, Montreal. Best Race Car
- 1968 Lotus, Ed Luce, Kingston.

1923 Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost, Martyn Lavi-
olette - “Most Coveted” and “Oldest” prizes.

Best Austin-Healey at the Show - Graham
Boardman, 1967 Austin-Healey 3000 M Ill.

This 1961 Morris Minor 1000 was owned by
John and MaryLynn Cruickshank of Kingston.

This bright red 1961 Jaguar MkII was owned by

Willem Westenberg of Westmount, Quebec.

There was a good cross-section of British sa- :
loon cars in attendance including the sporting

1955 MG Magnette of Dave Graham, Ottawa.

Some of my favourite British sports cars on
(Ti‘zl'ggiay included Louis Boucher’s 1958 Triumph
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A real stylish, pocket rocket was this 1966 Lotus

Elan S2 driven down from Delta, ON by owner

Ron Wanless.

This white Triumph TA reminded me o my
first car which was virtually identical.
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