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The Dashpot

Spring Has Arrived Edition - April 2017

Back in March 2016, The Dashpot was revived from a 2-year hibernation, and became a
publication with a “quick 2-pager newsletter, published mid-month” focus. This month there
is a 4-page story available, “My First Car” , by Mike O’Brien. Rather than shift away from
my 2-pager focus, I have opted to store Mike’s 4-page article up on the OMGC website.

So click here to connect with, and read the My First Car story. <

March Meeting News:

We returned to the Carlingwood Restaurant in the Carlingwood Mall for the March
meeting. It was our Photo & Video Meeting and it was quite successful with an
overview show of club events and meetings in 2016 (as well as another slideshow of
funny and odd pictures that club members submitted throughout the year).

The Ottawa MG Club - Canada 150 Emblem contest winner was announced [Robert
Giroux] and his winning submission was displayed.

Meeting attendees were reminded of the special pricing available to OMGC members
for CAA coverage.

A brief review of the rising costs for the OMGC Christmas Party led to a decision to
conduct an internet survey of club members, to gather feedback and help the Club
Executives make some decisions about this event.

An abbreviated event calendar showing both Ottawa MG Club AND Montreal MG Car
Club activities was displayed. OMGC folks are welcome to join the MMGCC events.

Several more British Car Council Long Distance Awards for 2016 were presented to
club members. There are still a few more to be presented at the April meeting.

Ottawa MG Club Membership Renewal: $35 [get your full colour calendar]
Login at the Ottawa MG Club web site to renew your membership via PayPal.
OR send an email to ‘status@omgc.info’ and you'll receive an automated reply
with a link to pay via PayPal. Memberships can be renewed at the April club meeting.

Those not able to attend the meeting should please mail their cheque to:

OMGC Memberships, 29 Rideaucrest Drive, Ottawa, ON, K2G 6A4

Looking Forward:

April 20:
Regular Monthly Meeting
at Verona Pizza House

April 22:
Technical Session; Engine
Dismantling; Brian Miller:
Navan, Ontario

details to follow

April 23:
Driving Season Kick-Off
Get-Together

at Rideau Lounge /
Castleview Fine Dining
north of Kemptville.

April 29:

OMGC Spring Tune Up
at club member Andrew
McCue's home/garage.

May 6:

Drive Your MGeh! Day
with club member Ivan
Wood leading the group

North American MGA Register &  North American MGB Register

Summer 2017 Events

NAMGAR GT-42 will be held in Solvang, California in June 2017
Alan Magnuson, NAMGBR Chairman, invites you to attend MG2017 MGs at the Bay in San Diego, California

Click here to read about this year’s event.

Club member Tony Edge always keeps us posted on the Annual Forest Park Optimist Club Trivia Night.

The next Regular Monthly Meeting of the Ottawa MG Club
is April 20th at the Verona Pizza House

Lorne Keyes from the Montreal MG Club: Early Days of Sport Motoring in Montreal



http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/My_First_Car.pdf
http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/omgc_canada_150_JPG_15_X_15_1024_96DPI.jpg
http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/CAA_Ottawa_MG_Club_Corporate_Offer_renewal_2016.pdf
http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/MG-Car-Club-Event-Calendar-Review.pdf
http://www.britishcarcouncil.ca/index.php/awards/
https://www.veronasteakandpizza.com/about-us
http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/?p=194
http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/?p=194
http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/?p=8785
http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/?p=8785
http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/?p=193
http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/?p=360
http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/?p=9382
http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/?p=9386
http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/
http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Trivia_Flyer_2017.pdf
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T4TWO...

There are many reasons why
we so like our small, (hence the
T4TWO configuration) nimble,

&7

The vintage peek-a-boo wind-
shield bit.

fortg some year old English
roadster; besides the fact it was
long ago paid off. A benefit you
are never going to enjoy from
our new car if you ever only
ease, which is a brand name au-
tomotive manufacturer’s dream
come true

. TOY JAG) MGB was, over the

years, produced in the thou-
sands; given a large enough time
factor, wear-and-tear plus metal
rot, also in by the vast num-
ber of people who repeatedly in-
form us they, or father, uncle,
brother or friend used to, years
:ﬁo own one just like ours; are

factors greatly reducing re-
maining number of examples.
Therefore, although hardly rare
you are unlikely to encounter
our little charmer every day
going down the road.

Each and every time I remove
the dust covers (two aged,
heavy-duty cotton sheets) I've
never failed to admire the dee;
lustre wl:tlam her Royal-ruby-re
paint job. On many a warm sum-
mer Ja 1 always catch a pleas-
ant whiff of old English leather, a
constant treat as I lower myself
onto the Piped-in-red, black dri-
ver’s seat.

Then begins her very own
start-up ritual; insert key into
column mounted ignition, set
rich mixture, twist key half way
towards start position, listen for
ticking of her electric fuel pump,
twist key all the way to engage
and as motor turns over, listen
air being drawn through her
over-sized twin K & N filters.
When the motor fires up (and
fills the garage with a resound-
ing roar) you had better keep
your eyes on her classic white-
on-black Smiths instruments as
the tach and oil pressure nee-
dles climb, then reduce the fuel
mixture slowly, which in turn will
reduce the mechanical clatter of
her tweaked motor, now wait for
the tach to drop (or as close as
it’s going to get) down to a one
thousand, lumpi', rpm purr and
the oil gauge holds at 60 PSI.

Don’t know or forget the start
up ritual and you will end up sit-
ting for a very long time because
she will just turn over until you
kill the battery. Okay, we have
her warmed up a little, so the
age old ear, e{ce foot and hand,
floor-shift-clutch car two-step
can take place. ou may now
snick her into reverse and back
_her out of the cool garage into
the promise of a sun-blessed
summer day.

While my input into her wel-

fare over the years - modified
motor, headers, Free Flow ex-
haust, air dam, PL700 head-
lights, sway bars, Connally
leather cockpit, Moto-Lita steer-
ing wheel, alloy minilites, lou-
vred aluminum hood, roll bar,
Tickford top, etc., etc. isn’t in the
same ball park as building the
car from scratch, it was enough
to nudge it more along to my
idea of what it could be. I must
have come close in that we have
often heard, she is more over-all
attractive than when she left the
factory. And that I like, a lot.

Althou%h we have had very lit-
tle need to
way of parts (with less than
20,000 additional miles on her
since restoration) I like the abil-
ity to obtain any part I might
need, within a minimum of time
and at a reasonable? price level,
keeping in mind that no old car
part that I've ever heard about is

oing to come cheaply! I particu-
arly like that most people can-
not tell me what year the car is
and a lot do not even know what
make it is; but they in part can
be excused because this is one
MGB that does not look or sound
or % like your run-of-the-mill
MGB. Yet, once in overdrive I
can still manage to squeeze 32
mpg out of her and do so while
maintaining a slightly over 60
mph cruising speed. However,
anything over 70 and the wind-
roar starts to get to you. Should
a further turn of speed be re-
quired, top up the Jag part of
her, does not run out of breath,
until she tops one fifteen.

I also like the fact that her en-
gine bay is laid out so I cannot
only see everything within, but
can get at everything to tinker
around under her hood; and of
course she rewards in perform-
ance for my having done so.

Being a small, two-seater
roadster her power-to-weight
ratio is of major importance to
me. While I grudgingly tolerate
the host of power-robbing de-
vices on our Odyssey, I like it a
whole lot that there is not a sin-
gle such “aid” to be found on our
sports car fling. Ditto for any

aaa on's ana 1or garn sure, eacn
and every one of those “just got
to have” electronic gadgets. And
we very much value the, for two
only at birth, concept of the car.

e can fil the tank in our old
car for less than fifty bucks
(while our Honda isn’t even half
full at that amount) and still
cover at least three hundred
miles. Some years back I ob-
tained a rather nice powder blue
1967 Sk{lark ragtop for my Road
Ladly. t was motivated by a
healthy 340 cu. in. motor. It is
also sad to say, refused to run on
anything but ultra, and on a good
day (no wind, slight down hill)
averaged a meagre 18 mgg. The
roadster is a lot easier to lon
term live with and so far we fin
we can still afford to drive it re-
gardless of pump price. The in-
surance rate, repair and Fearly
maintenance needs no longer
terrorize our bank accounts,
proving that old automotive en-
Joy t need not aut tically
mean overly expensive.

Now, way back I used to run
with a guy who drove a, looked
like clagped out Karmann Ghia
coupe. But, as many a so called
muscle car owner was embar-
rassed to discover, went like
stink. However, when it came
time to restore our delightful old
English roadster, we preferred
her to look, run and sound a
treat, seeing as she was meant
to be a long time, many a road
going possession. We had the car
set up to serve as a T4TWO
tea&x on wheels for the Road

Lady’s on the road needs and a
TOY JAG configuration for my
odd track day excursions. So,
how did it all work out? A little
too rapid, a little too aggressive
for the Road Lady’s road taste.
Also few track days for me but it
has turned out to be one very
nice touring machine.

One of the many afgects of
the car that has, over the many
years since restoration, (stF
of 1996) worn well is the Royal-
ruby-red colour of the car. Yes,
the paint job, the one I went way
out of my way to conjure.

Seeing as how during the
restoration process, keeping the
car original was never a concern
or desire of mine, the last thing

obtain much in the -

Iwanted was to keep the orange-
red factory MGB colour the car
came with. Nor did I want to end
up with a “show boat” paint job
that would one day be out of
date. I was looking for a red that
once Jmt up against other reds,
would out true-red them all.
After going through many com-
bination attempts, I came up
with the red the car still wears
well and both continues to
please me and even now take the
occasional ‘best paint’ award.
Who wouldn’t like that? :
In my early twenties, a few
years before I obtained a wife
and shortly thereafter, family; I
had gotten mmlf a vintal%e
(1948, 2.5 Rile; ) British BRG
roadster, to brighten my road-

* goin, . It only seems some-
whag glt‘fvi:g to me that thirty

some years later, after the kids
had flown the coop, I find myself
once again behind the wheel of
an old British two-seater fun
machine.

Do I still enjoy someone I care
for riding along with me, the
warmth of summer sun on my
face, wind teasing my hair while
the exhaust sings its familiar old
car tune? Well, no doubt I've
aged some throughout the years,
but I am not dead - yet, and I
prefer it that way; a steering
wheel in my hands and a smile
on my road-goin% puss.

Besides, what’s not to like
about driving a car the likes of
one once driven by Paddy Hop-
kirk, who placed it second in
class to a works 904 Porsche in
the 1965 LeMans 24 Hours. Not
to mention class wins in both the
Targa Florio and Sebring; a true
sports car with a race proven
herita; ing MGB.

Also, keep in mind these clc

up, recent photos were tak

twenty years after the resto

tion! Proving the wisdom

doing it right in the first place
? V-

ge: the g
Yeah, I like that.

Something I can still do a little
heel-and-toeing in, still match
rev’s as I shift down, still pick off
the odd apex, crank a hand-
brake turn and still actually get
to drive the thing. Long live the
fun, to each their own driving en-
joyment.

Remember though, it’s not the
qluantity of miles you put on your
old car but the quality of those
miles. Rither wav: TATWO or
forward to. The smile factor bit!

Author’s Note: Have you ever
done a bits-and-pieces photo
shoot? We did this one in a
spring (of 2016) drizzle, on our
driveway and hope it will serve
to illustrate our T4TWO article.

The twin pipe rearend bit.
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