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In the summer of 1987 a couple of MG enthusiasts, Hugo 
Leech and Jim Nunn, met by chance in the Dow’s Lake 
area of Ottawa. They were each driving their MGB south 

along the Queen Elizabeth Driveway one sunny afternoon, 
not really aware that there were just a few ordinary cars 
separating them, and, as the story goes, each was cruising  
at a bit more than the posted limit allowed. Each apparently 
saw a very zealous policeman some distance ahead, where 
the Driveway curves slightly to the East, and each decided to 
make a quick turn off the Driveway, to avoid any confrontation 
with the law. A quick left turn onto Lakeside Avenue and a 
quick park along the curb put the two MGBs side by side. Well, 
once the policeman saw the two MGBs make this hurried turn 
from the Driveway, he had to check it out. Although he did not 
pursue any speeding issues, he did try to quiz the duo about 
the seat belts and other safety features of the vehicles. You 
see, Hugo’s “B” was an early ’65 chrome bumper model. Jim’s 
“B” was a 1980 model, a rubber bumper “B” but converted  
to chrome bumpers.... and kind of looked like Hugo’s “B” –  
at least to the policeman. The policeman had a hard time 
understanding why there were seat belts in Jim’s “B”, but no 
seatbelts in Hugo’s “B”, even though the two vehicles looked 
like the same year and model. Someone had to be wrong! 
Someone had to get a ticket! At first, Jim suggested Hugo  
was the culprit, and should get the ticket for not having seat 
belts in his car. After a few moments, and some smiles, both 
enthusiasts kept their cool and supported each other in the 
explanations and were able to get off without consequence.  
It was at that time, together, they confirmed that a club for 
MGers might be a pretty handy thing to have in Ottawa. 

‘The club’ didn’t appear exactly at that time. During the next 
year or so, a couple more introductions occurred at a local 
British Car repair shop where MGB driver Dennis Campbell 
became known to the Dow’s Lake duo. Dennis turned the 
Dow’s Lake duo into an MG trio. Then in the summer of 1989, 
Andrew Moss was heading for the same British Car repair 
shop in his MGB on a Saturday morning. As he drove up the 
ramp to the Queensway at Carling Avenue, there was an MG 
Midget pulled over to the side with the hood up. The history 
isn’t too clear on this, but it was probably Doug Conlon (1970 
MG Midget). Andrew stopped to help. The breakdown had 

been caused by a snapped fan belt. The owner had just 
purchased the car and didn’t know too much about it. Andrew 
informed him of the plan to go to a parts store where he could 
pick up a new fan belt and return to help install it. But before 
Andrew could get on his way, a red chrome bumper MGB 
stopped to see what was going on. It was Jim Nunn. And after 
a bit of a chat about MGBs and the like, Jim confirmed his 
plan to start an MG Club and would look forward to having 
both Andrew and the Midget owner onboard. Some ads were 
posted at the local British Car parts shop. And, if you believe 
the story, in 1990 the Ottawa MG Club was officially underway 
with almost 20 members, including at least 6 MG ladies!!  
[Monica Budko; Janet Dallaire; Shannon Lee Mannion;  
Deane Corneil; Sandra Hughes; Anna Young]

However, there are other important bits of information to 
consider when trying to accurately establish a real start date 
of the club. The Hugo Leech and Jim Nunn contact episode 
did take place in the summer of 1987 at Dow’s Lake. The 
establishing of ‘the club’ took place somewhere after that 
time, and various new members joined along the way. Some 
stayed for a month, while others stayed for years. It’s important 
to note, not all the names of the folks who only stayed for a 
month got written onto the piece of paper that was supposed 
to be “the membership list”. There is physical evidence from 
at least two sources, where membership cards display the 
names of two gentlemen, but their names are NOT written on 

the piece of paper that was supposed to be “the membership 
list”. (These gentlemen were: Robert Chartrand and Michael 
Turnbull. Robert Chartrand’s membership card claimed he 
was member #3, but that could not be, as Dennis Campbell 
was member #3. And Michael Turnbull’s membership card 
claimed he was member #22, but that could not be, as Doug 
McClure was member #22. And besides, the membership 
cards being presented, as the physical evidence for these 
lads, had drawings of hexagons on them and everyone knows 
the MG octagon trumps any other form of evidence being bid 
as the truth. It’s that plain and simple! )

There are a few other names that DO appear on an early piece 
of paper “membership list”. Names such as: Lonny McPherson, 
Ron Wieleba, Stuart Leibovitch, Wayne Heubner, and 
Bruce Covington. But these names are not in the technical  
membership database — probably because the names on that 
sheet of paper did not have a wee checkmark beside them, 
which makes me think they didn’t pay the membership fee, 
were only transient in nature, and were dropped from the 
early piece of paper “membership list”. Fate can be cruel to 
those who don’t pay their dues, eh? In an even more strange 
turn of events, a chap by the name of Philip De Greef is listed 
on a one piece of paper “membership list”, but is never 
assigned a membership number. However, as Phil’s wife is 
attributed to be the designer of the official Ottawa MG Club 
logo, why are the membership records so flimsy and frail? 
Can’t help you with that one!!

As the Ottawa MG Club grew in numbers, and more and  
more events were conducted (more than just driving about 
the Ottawa environs and stopping at chip stands and pubs,  
I mean), lots of photographs were taken for posterity. There  
are 12 photo albums in the photograph archive from 1990 thru 
2002; and the online photo albums pick things up starting  
in 2003. These photographs (both the paper based and the 
technology based versions) can easily remind us of the nifty 
and neat events we shared amongst our club members and 
with members of other car clubs in Ottawa. 

The HISTORY of the OTTAWA MG CLUB



LOOKING BACK  
over the YEARS

•  The OMGC Monte Carleton Rally was started in 1991 
  (the Redshaw Cup Trophy was introduced in 1992)

•  Fall Colour Runs got underway in 1992  

•  A Croquet Match was conducted for several years starting 
in 1993 and the challenge was to NOT win the ugly Sports 
Trophy (it’s just too ugly to discuss here)  

•  Several club members have been attending Watkins Glen 
Racing since 1994  

•  The first OMGC Garage Tour was in 1995 to Gordon  
Timbers place 

•  The White Lake Splash event started in 1996  

•  Cheepo-Cheepo events have been running (on and off) 
since 1997   

•  In 1997 the Ottawa Valley Triumph Club conducted a  
Richmond Car Show and the OMGC participated (this show 
led to the Ottawa All British Car Day we know today)   

•  The Big-Secret-Rally-Ride was conducted in 1998 alongside 
the Ottawa Virago Club  

•  Our Spring Tune Up event has been operating since 1998 
(with the first one held at Miniman near the Carp Road)   

•  The OMGC joined the Ottawa Duck Race event when it got 
underway in 1999 

•   A Run To North Lancaster also started in 1999   

•  The annual Hugo Leech Memorial Award was introduced  
in 1999   

•  For several years, starting in 2000, the OMGC attended the 
Ottawa Byward Market Car Display  

•  The Gumball Rally was started in 2001  

•  In 2002 the OMGC Route 66 Rally was held   

•  The club celebrated the 40th Anniversary of the MGB  
with special celebrations   

•  Club Corn Roasts got underway in 2003;   

•  A Pancake Run to Wheelers Pancake House in 2004  

•  Lots of special Technical Sessions were conducted in 2006   

•  Summertime Picnics started in 2007 (the first was to  
Lanark County)   

•  In 2008 a driving event called the TriuMGee pitted the 
OMGC against the OVTC 

•  In 2009, Roy Locock came to visit Ottawa on his way 
around the world in his “Bridget the Midget” and we 
greeted him in MG style   

•  In 2010 our famous MG80 Celebrations caught nation-wide 
and world-wide attention    

•  In 2011 the club conducted a Drive-In Movie night as well 
as a visit to the Ottawa Baseball Stadium   

•  The club celebrated the 50th Anniversary of the MGB in 
2012 with a special presentation of the first MGB off the  
line at Abingdon (using Norm Mouldy’s 1962 Iris Blue B)  

•  In 2013 the club conducted a British Car Display at the 
Glengarry Highland Games  

•  In 2014 the NAMGAR GT-39 was conducted by the Ottawa 
MG Club in the Nation’s Capital

•  2015 was the club’s Silver Jubilee   

•  There were MG Car Show and Tell Sessions at local high 
schools in 2016   

•  In 2017, the OMGC helped to celebrate Canada’s  
150th Birthday by conducting a special 3-location,  
3-course event including virgin cocktails, a BBQ lunch  
and birthday cake for dessert   

•  2018 was filled to the brim with Technical Sessions and a 
visit to the Vintage Wings organization

•  In 2019 two new events were introduced: the Photo Op Day 
in Spencerville and the Next MGeneration Driving Event  
to Almonte

•  The club has had many adventures to the British Invasion 
at Stowe, Vermont including tailgate picnics since 1993 and 
other special presentations through the years (you’ve just got 
to hear some of these stories – they are marvellous)

Although not all of these wonderful events are conducted each 
year, they do offer a rich history of great opportunities to drive 
our cars, to socialize with folks of like minds (as far as MGs are 
concerned) and to encourage each and every club member to 
take part, have fun and leave nothing to chance.

Polly, owned by Trish and Dave Adams was repainted in Spring 2010 and  
Trish was looking for a bright blue. From the paint chips offered, she chose  
the brightest. The first time she was asked what that colour was, she said  
“Polly Blue” and it just stuck.

 

In the 30 years since the Ottawa MG Club came into official 
being, our world has suffered many natural and man-made 
disasters; world leaders have come and gone; global diseases 
such as Smallpox and Polio have been virtually eradicated; 
scientists and engineers have sent the Hubble telescope and 
various spacecraft to explore the universe; advances in 
technology and telecommunications have given us the 
internet and e-commerce, and have made it possible for  
us to communicate around the world – and far into space.  
 MGs have seen all this, and more, since they first appeared  
in Oxford in the 1920s.

So far as I know, there’s only one car in space – Elon Musk’s 
Tesla roadster – but there are thousands and thousands of 
MG’s all over planet Earth, fostering friendships between 
owners locally, nationally and globally. We are a part of that 
global MG family – we’ve welcomed long distance MG drivers 
from the USA, England, and Australia, and we know that wher-
ever we go, we will be welcomed.  MGs are fun, people smile 
when they see them, and they are great conversation starters!

Whether you’re a member from the early days, or you’ve only 
recently joined us, I hope you enjoy our 30th anniversary 
year. Here’s to the next 30!

Safety fast! 
Trish  

President’s Message
Trish Adams



1980 MGB
Ross and Pat Meadowcroft

Named “Tammy’s Ride”; an eclectic mix of components 

with personal preferences on how it should look; full 

restoration now drives like a new car; Tammy always 

wanted a red Ferrari, I did the best I could.



Ancaster 
British Car  

Flea Market
Spring Carlisle

Apr. 22–26

Palm Sunday

Easter Easter Monday

Good FridayPassover

April Fools Day

Kimber Festival
Buffalo, NY
NEMGTR

OMGC
Spring Tune Up

OMGC
Monthly Meeting



1974 MGB
Dave and Lynne Whitehead

We enjoyed the Maple Mille drive in our recently 

restored ‘74 roadster. This early 1974, is now 

finished in British racing green. It started out as 

various shades of blue and rust. It took 18 years 

to restore, and it’s a blast to drive!



Mothers Day

Victoria Day

OMGC 
Drive Your MG-eh! Day
OMGC Driving Season 

Kick-Off

Boot’n’Bonnet  
Autojumble

Merrickville  
Automotive  
Swap Meet

Memorial Day USA

Highlands  
Spring Thaw  
Historic Rally

British Car 
Week

May 23–May 31

Hudson British  
Car Show, Hudson, QC

NAMGAR GT-45  
Col. Springs, May 31–June 4

OMGC
Monthly Meeting



1932 MG J2
Mark and Heather Evenchick

After a multi-year ground up restoration, ending in 2018, 

this J2 won a 1st place at the British Invasion at Stowe. 

Converted from 8” to 12” brakes; with a 34HP engine 

and 4-speed syncro gearbox, it does take time to get to 

65mph. A real joy to drive, and best on secondary roads 

at just under 55mph.



OMGC
Monthly Meeting

OMGC
Photo Op Day

OMGC  
Drive-In Movie

MaGical  
Mystic Tour
June 4–9

First Day of Summer

Fete nationale du QuebecFather’s Day

Billings Estate  
Antique Car Show

Rendez-Vous  
British Quebec

VARAC  
Grand Prix Mosport

Wheels on the  
Mississippi

NAMGBR 2020 
Calgary 

June 28–July 1



1962 MGA
Ivan and Katie Wood

This photo was taken at NAMGAR GT39. The car is completely 

original and was bought by the village doctor in Manotick from  

Bridge Motors and we are the 3rd owners. “What did the 

RCMP do with Ivan?”!!!



Independence Day USCanada Day

OMGC
Monthly Meeting

OMGC  
Summer Picnic

OMGC  
Gumball Rally All BritishCar Day 

(Ottawa)

Glengarry  
Highland Games 
British Car Show



1967 MGB-GT
Geoffrey and Helga Dix

Always loved the GT styling. Beautifully balanced 

bumper to bumper. Sold new in California 1967. 

Rust free car came to Ottawa early nineties 

and had a full restoration. Longest trip was to 

Louisville, Kentucky for MG-2016.



OMGC
Monthly Meeting The Paul Williams

Memorial Run

OMGC  
Summer BBQ

Auto Expo  
Hawkesbury

Boot’n’Bonnet  
All British Car Day

Brits on the Lake  
in Port Perry

Civic Holiday



1978 MGB
Daryl and Dorothy Wade

Our roadster is “Appliance (Leyland) White”. 

We found it on Kijiji in the backwoods of 

Alberta. Great little car; brings a smile to our 

faces every time we take it out!.



Labour Day

Grandparents Day

Yom Kippur

First Day of Fall

Rosh Hashanah 

British Invasion 
Hazeldean Mall

British Invasion 
Stowe, Vermont

Sept. 11–13

National  
Capital Car Show

Bronte Creek 
British Car Show

Merrickville 
European 

Classic Car Show

1000 Islands
International Rally 

and Tour

Catriona Winch Next 
MGeneration Drive

OMGC
Monthly Meeting



1974 MGB GT-V8
Jordan Jones and Sarah Arscott

This Black Tulip took six years to restore and has 

a factory V8 drivetrain, improved suspension, 

brakes, minilites and Britax roof. It’s an absolute 

blast to drive, with that V8 burble and has a burst 

of energy if asked. It makes you come away with 

a huge grin. 



Drive Your 
MG Magnette Day

OMGC
Monthly Meeting

OMGC 
Fall Colour Run

Thanksgiving

Halloween



1947 MG TC
Vic Armstrong

Acquired in England as a student; this vehicle 

is very suited to narrow and winding roads. 

It was originally black and red; completed 

a challenging yet enjoyable restoration in 

Ottawa a couple of years ago.



Daylight Savings Ends

Remembrance Day

OMGC AGM

OMGC 
British Car Club 
Trivia Challenge



1975 MGB
Chuck and Jan Decarie

This car is quite new to us; we love the colour, and we’re very 

enthusiastic about the whole ‘MG experience’. Also looking forward 

to making some fun, new memories.



OMGC 
Christmas Party

Hanukkah

First Day of Winter Christmas Eve

New Years Eve

Christmas Boxing Day



1976 MGB
Trevor and Helen Whitehouse

Meet “Abejita” (Spanish for Little Bee); from North Carolina in 

2008; 39000 miles since my rebuild; been to Reno, Nevada and 

Bonneville Salt Flats; a 3-time winner: NAMGBR, Invasion at 

Stowe, and a Speed/Distance Rally amidst other British marques.



OMGC
Monthly Meeting

Tu B’Shevat (Arour Day)



Feb Image
1967 MGB

Leigh Nicholls

This car was a home for racoons for 20 years, 

before I rescued it 2 years ago. I love back road 

cruises; top down; no radio; engine purring 

alongside the 4-speed shifting.



OMGC Valentines 
Gathering

OMGC
Monthly Meeting

Flag Day 
Family Day

Shrove Tuesday 
(Pancake Tuesday) Ash Wednesday

Groundhog Day

Valentine’s Day

All Clubs 
Dart Match



1970 MGB
Bill and Andrea MacTavish

We adopted ‘Monty’ in 2003. A reliable, fun-to-

commute, regular driver (with routine maintenance). 

Drove 17000+ kms in 2018, including to Vancouver 

and back. Hope to visit Halifax this year so he will 

have been to both coasts!



OMGC
Monthly Meeting

St. Patrick’s Day

Commonwealth Day

Daylight Savings Starts First Day of Spring




