
 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An Official Publication of the Ottawa MG Club 



 
 

We are thrilled to present the OMGC 2023 special edition, commemorating a 

Century of MG Excellence. Expertly crafted by Len Fortin, Bob Zelmer, and Peter 

Sanderson, this edition is dedicated to celebrating the rich legacy of MG over the 

past 100 years. It features a curated selection of event highlights from the Ottawa 

MG Club's centennial year, presented in an engaging compilation. It has been a joy 

to prepare this publication, and we sincerely hope it brings you as much delight in reading as we experienced 

in creating it. 

 

Len Fortin Bob Zelmer Peter Sanderson 
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OMGC Executive Team and their MGs 
 

 

Mike Westland 

OMGC President 

president@omgc.info 

Member Since 2010 

1974 MGB 

1970 MGB0-GT 

1967 MGB-GT- 

Special 

Acts as CEO of the Club. Presides over all 

meetings. Ensures relationships are 

maintained with other clubs, national and 

international MG Registers, groups, and 

resources.  

 

J-P Lacroix 

Vice-President 

vicepresident@omgc.info  

1969 MGB-GT 

1969 MG Midget 

Assumes responsibilities of the President in 

his/her absence. Arranges monthly meeting 

locations. Posts driving routes on the 

website. 

 

Len Fortin 

Webmaster 

webbie@omgc.info 

Member Since 1990 

1960 MGA 

1977 MGB 

1973 MGB 

Maintains the website and ensures the Club 

calendar is up to date. Dispatches broadcasts 

as necessary, in conjunction with the Comms 

Director. 

 

Trish Adams 

Club Regalia 

regalia@omgc.info  

Member Since 2008 

1970 MGB 

1973 MGB-GT 

Manages the sale, ordering and delivery of 

Club regalia items. 

 

Jeff Cohen 

Treasurer 

treasurer@omgc.info  

Member Since 2014 

1970 MGB 

1977 MG Midget 

Manages/maintains the Club’s financial 

records. Posts quarterly reports on the 

website. 

 

Julie Westland 

Membership 

membership@omgc.info 

Member Since 2010 

1974 MGB 

1970 MGB0-GT 

1967 MGB-GT- 

Special 

 

Manages/maintains the Club’s Membership 

database. Provides new members with 

welcome/orientation package. Coordinates 

distribution of Club calendar to renewing 

and new members. 

 

Mike Price 

Technical Director 

technical@omgc.info  

Member Since 1987 

1969 MGC-GT 

and a 1974 MGB 

Coordinates meetings/sessions with facilities 

and capable members to address MG issues 

of a technical nature. Liaises with related 

businesses/skilled resources. 

 

Communications 

Director 

WANTED 

 

Edits and issues the Dashpot newsletter 

each month, works with the executive team 

to help manage calendar, broadcasts, 

events, and conventions. 

mailto:president@omgc.info
mailto:vicepresident@omgc.info
mailto:webbie@omgc.info
mailto:regalia@omgc.info
mailto:treasurer@omgc.info
mailto:membership@omgc.info
mailto:technical@omgc.info
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Executive Member’s Reports for 2023 
 

Michael Westland - President 

 

It’s been another great year to be an MG driver! We had good weather and plenty of OMGC activities to 

satisfy our collective MG itch. Furthermore, 2023 is the centenary of the birth of The MG Car Company and 

you may have participated in some special events to celebrate this milestone such as the Monte Carleton Rally 

or the MG2023 Fest organized by members of the Toronto, Ottawa, and Montreal MG clubs.  

 

Regarding the structure of the club, the executive team unanimously decided to incorporate the club as a not-

for-profit. This step provides the executive and club members a level of protection from potential legal action 

taken against the club. 

 

Finally, as my term as club president is coming to a close, I would like to thank the members of the executive 

and all event organizers for their great contributions over the past 2 years. Special thanks to Len Fortin who 

does yeoman’s work both on-stage and behind the scenes to help keep the OMGC both fun and functioning. 

 

Member Andrew Penny’s MGB 
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Len Fortin - Webmaster 

 

The website of the Ottawa MG Club continues to be an effective way to connect with Club members via 

several tools and features offered on the site. The various bits of software and programs that operate the site 

have been kept ‘up-to-date’ in a timely fashion throughout the year, keeping the site stable, with very little 

downtime. This means you can get the information you need, when you need it! 

Visiting the online event calendar is a great way to see what’s happening with Club events, and the broadcast 

system [ which reaches out to more than 200 email addresses ] ensures all Club members are reminded about 

the details of those events. 

Lots of Club members, as well as other visitors, used the Classified Ads system throughout the year – some to 

offer stuff “For Sale” and others in hopes of finding MGish parts and items. 

A new option of the site is the “Technical Questions” feature, where folks can seek some technical 

understanding on matters that MG vehicles sometimes require. The Club Technical Director has done a great 

job of responding to all the notes submitted. 

The “Quik Info” feature on the home page has all kinds of information about the Club, and its programs and 

history, as well as other topics closely related to MGs. Be sure to visit the “Club History Milestones” page in 

this Quik Info area – you’re sure to learn a thing or two about the Club. 

The “Regalia” area shows all the regalia items available to Club members [ distinctive clothing and many other 

insignia decoration items ]. Many Club members have ordered items, which is accomplished right on the site! 

(sorry… the MG100 Coffee Mugs are completely SOLD OUT). 

You can visit the “Photos” area to see great pictures of lots of events and gatherings from the last 25 years – in 

reverse chronical order, so you can easily view the 2023 “100 Years Of MG” photos right off the top of that 

website page. 

If you didn’t know…. there is a “Driving Routes” library page, where folks can download the driving 

instructions from dozens of runs over the years (including those virtual runs conducted during the days of 

COVID-19). 

Visit: www.omgc.info and login with your Username and Password to find all these tools and features. 

Member Leigh Nicholls’ MGB 

 

http://www.omgc.info/
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Julie Westland – Membership 

 

Looking back over the past few years, our new members count has fluctuated quite a bit. In 2019 we saw 5 

new members, 2020 was 7, 2021 was 6 and then (drum roll please) in 2022 we welcomed an amazing, possibly 

record breaking 22 new members.  Whether this was a post-covid seize the day, life is too short not to do 

wonderful things moment - hard to say, but whatever the reason that is pretty impressive. In 2023 we 

welcomed another 12 new members - still a good number compared to the past few years. 

That brings our total active membership in the club to 177 to date.   

As we look forward, hopefully the trend will continue and we will see our membership continue to grow and 

evolve. 

Member Rorry Harding’s MG TF 
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OMGC Valentine's Gathering – February 2023 
Submitted By Len Fortin 

Date: Sunday, February 12th, 2023 

Venue: Big Rig Kitchen & Brewery 

Event Overview: 

 

The OMGC Valentines Gathering was a delightful mix of camaraderie and creativity. Attendees relished a cozy 

lunchtime meet-up, sprinkled with intriguing 'at-the-table' activities and games that added a unique twist to 

the day. 

Highlights: 

1. MG Jigsaw Challenge: Attendees were presented with jigsaw-style photos of iconic MG vehicles. The 

challenge? Assemble the pieces to reveal vintage MG models and then deduce the year and model. 

Adding to the excitement was an additional task of identifying which MGs belonged to which newer 

Club member. A perfect blend of nostalgia and fun! 

2. Valentine's Day Word Shuffle: Embracing the spirit of Valentine's Day, participants dived into a word 

game. They were handed jumbled text expressions synonymous with the love-filled holiday. The 

mission? Decipher the correct sequence to unveil familiar Valentine's sayings. And for those feeling 

crafty, an option was available to fashion these sayings into decorative banners using tape. 

Event Gift: As a memento of the day, each participant received a special event gift, making sure the memories 

lingered long after the event concluded. 

The OMGC Valentine's Gathering wasn't just an event; it was a heartwarming experience that celebrated both 

the love for MG vehicles and the timeless spirit of Valentine's Day. 

URL for all the photos in the OMGC website PHOTOS area for the Valentines Gathering 2023: 

 

     

  

http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/index.php/nggallery/2023-photos/2023-valentines-gathering?page_id=4947
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OMGC Breakfast-1923 Gathering  
Submitted By Len Fortin 

Date: Sunday, March 19th, 2023 

Venue: Chances' R Restaurant, Woodroffe Avenue 

Time: 9:00 AM onwards 

Event Overview: 

To commemorate a century since the inception of MG (“100 Years of MG”), the Ottawa MG Club organized a 

splendid "Breakfast 1923 Gathering." The day promised and delivered a nostalgic dive into the breakfast 

culture of the 1920s. 

Highlights: 

1. Retro Breakfast Menu: Breakfast, sometimes dubbed a ‘fry-up’ in 1923, was reminiscent of the golden 

era. Attendees indulged in the classic full English breakfast, which boasted fried eggs, sausages, bacon, 

tomatoes, mushrooms, and fried bread. All were complemented with a choice of tea or coffee and the 

additional option of baked beans or hash browns. The cherry on top? All this opulence was offered at 

a symbolic price of $19.23 per person. 

2. Engaging Activities: 

• MG Trivia Challenge: This general knowledge quiz, infused with MG-centric questions, tested 

participants' familiarity with the illustrious brand's history. 

• Image Identification: Adding a visual dimension to the fun was an activity where attendees 

identified distinct MG images, fostering both entertainment and camaraderie. 

3. Event Souvenir: To immortalize the event, each attendee was gifted a specially-crafted 3D printed 

coin. One side proudly displayed “Ottawa MG Club”, while the reverse side commemorated “100 

Years Of MG”. 

Photos: 

Relive the enchanting moments and see the OMGC Breakfast-1923 through the lens. Visit the OMGC website 

PHOTOS section for a comprehensive gallery of the event.  

                    

http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/index.php/nggallery/2023-photos/breakfast_1923?page_id=4947
http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/index.php/nggallery/2023-photos/breakfast_1923?page_id=4947
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A Century of MG: Driven Dreams 
Submitted by Peter Sanderson 

 

In the town of Oxford, dreams took flight, 

A brand named MG came into the light, 

From the start, in '24, began the chase, 

Morris Garages set a thrilling pace. 

 

The MG 14/28, the very first call, 

Set a benchmark, began it all, 

Followed swiftly by the 18/80, 

The roaring twenties, MG's journey was heady. 

 

The 'M' series then graced the line, 

With Midget, Magna, Magnette, so fine, 

The TA, TB, TC, TD, and TF, 

In the world of sports cars, they were the best. 

 

Then came the MGA, a thing of grace, 

Roaring on roads, winning the race, 

The MGB, an icon reborn, 

In the annals of motoring, its name was sworn. 

 

The MGC, with a heftier build, 

And the Midgets that in the '70s thrilled, 

MG Metro, compact and neat, 

Racing circuits, they did beat. 

  

The '80s and '90s, a challenging tide, 

Yet the MG RV8, in glory did ride, 

The modern age, brought fresh designs, 

MGF and MG TF, breaking confines. 

 

Into the new millennia, the brand did soar, 

With MG3, MG6, there was so much more, 

SUVs and electrics, the MG ZS arrived, 

With innovation, the legacy thrived. 

 

The MG Hector, spacious and wide, 

In many a country, it took pride, 

And latest in line, as tales unfold, 

Is the MG Cyberster, bold and gold. 

 

A century of passion, of chrome and gear, 

MG's journey, we all hold dear, 

Through ups and downs, through thick and thin, 

A legacy of driving, where dreams begin. 

 

 

Member Bruce Doran-Veevers’ MG TC 
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OMGC Spring Tune-Up 2023 
Submitted By Len Fortin 

 

Date: Saturday, April 22nd, 2023 

 

Event Overview: 

 

This year's OMGC Spring Tune-Up was nothing short of exceptional. Venturing beyond the standard tune-up 

procedures, the day witnessed an ambitious task: removing the engine from Pierre Ranger’s MGB and 

replacing it with a freshly rebuilt one. An endeavor of this magnitude within a day's span was indeed a 

formidable challenge. 

 

Highlights: 

 

1. Engine Transplant: While engine swaps are notorious for not going as planned, this event was no 

exception. With the guiding leadership of Club member Andrew McCue and the adept skills of other 

attendees, the daunting task was executed successfully. While the core of the job was achieved on the 

day, a few finishing touches and a thorough engine tuning were attended to on the following day. 

2. Learners and Experts: Around a dozen OMGC members graced the event, creating a diverse group 

comprising seasoned MG experts and enthusiastic novices. The latter were eager to observe and grasp 

the intricacies of such a significant mechanical operation. 

3. More than Just an Engine Swap: Apart from the primary engine project, several MG owners seized the 

opportunity to conduct various tune-up tasks on their vehicles. The proverb "Many hands make light 

work" stood true, with everyone chipping in to ensure the tasks were streamlined and efficient. 

4. A Commemorative Token: In honor of the “100 Years Of MG” celebration, each participant was 

presented with a special event gift, making the day even more memorable. 

 

Photos: 

 

Dive into the visual journey of the Spring Tune-Up 2023. Visit the OMGC Website Photo Section to explore the 

gallery capturing the day's moments. 

 

        

http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/index.php/nggallery/2023-photos/spring_tune_up_2023?page_id=4947
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OMGC Driving Season Kick-Off 
Submitted By Len Fortin 

Rescheduled from its initial date on April 29th, the Driving Season Kick-Off was successfully merged with the 

Drive Your MG-eh! Day event, taking place on Saturday, May 6th. 

Here's a glimpse into the day's sequence: 

1. 1st Drive Segment: Participants embarked from their homes, steering towards a temporary 

undisclosed gathering spot. 

2. 2nd Drive Segment: Beginning at this undisclosed location, participants set off towards a final point 

approximately 25 miles away. A special mission connected to the "100 Years of MG" celebration 

awaited them on this journey. 

Note: The undisclosed location turned out to be the Home Hardware in Manotick. 

Registered participants were handed a succinct instruction sheet that revealed the location of the Gathering 

Spot. Essential details such as odometer readings when leaving home and the departure time were 

mandatory. The objective was to reach the gathering spot by 1 PM, ensuring a punctual start to the event's 

second leg. On this segment, attendees were tasked with questions, requiring them to have pens or pencils 

handy. 

The day's endpoint was the Community Center field in Merrickville. At the conclusion of this fun journey, 

participants' odometer readings and finish times were documented. Based on this data, winners were 

identified. To celebrate the end of this thrilling drive, sandwiches sourced from 'Take Another Bite' in 

Manotick and other refreshments were served. A noteworthy highlight was club member Pete Carss clinching 

the “Driving Season Kick-Off / Drive Your MG-eh! Day” trophy. 

For a visual treat of the day's proceedings, head over to the OMGC website PHOTOS section for the Driving-

Season Kick-Off 2023: 

 

  

file:///D:/Peter%20Sanderson/Pictures/MGB/MGB%20Club/Dash%20Pot/2023%20100%20Years/Driving%20Season%20Kick-Off%202023%20Gallery
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OMGC Cars and Coffee Gatherings 
Submitted By Len Fortin 

Dates: May to September 2023 

From May 10th to September 27th, every second Wednesday was marked by the engaging "Cars and Coffee" 

event. Bill Bradley, a dedicated club member, scouted potential venues: one each in Ottawa's East and West 

ends, and another in Kemptville. He sought out ideal coffee shop locales with ample parking and room for 

lawn chairs, aiming to provide OMGC members a gathering spot close to their homes. 

Members were free to attend any number of these gatherings, whether just stopping by or staying for the 

entire two hours. On some occasions, there were tech sessions, while other times were simply filled with lively 

conversations about personal stories or global events. 

Given its success, there's strong potential for the event to return in the 2024 driving season, possibly even 

expanding beyond just Wednesdays. 

For a visual treat, browse through the 2023 Cars and Coffee photos on the OMGC website.  

 

 

http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/index.php/nggallery/2023-photos/cars_and_coffee_gatherings?page_id=4947
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OMGC Paul Williams Memorial Run 2023 
Submitted By Len Fortin 

Date: May 27th & 28th, 2023 (Saturday & Sunday)  

About the Event: 

• This cherished event has been held annually since 2021. 

• Organized by our dedicated club members, Terry Haines and Andy Bounsall. 

• The event began in Ottawa's scenic South end. 

• Attendees had the delightful option of a stopover in Merrickville, renowned for its unique shops. 

• Another optional pit-stop was Newborough, offering an exploration of the famed Kilborn's shop. 

• The event culminated at the Best Western Hotel in Perth. Special discounted rates were available for 

our OMGC family. 

• En-route indulgence included lunch at the picturesque Cove Inn in Westport and a delectable dinner 

at Fiddleheads in Perth. 

Remembering Paul Williams: 

Paul Williams wasn't just a driver; he was an embodiment of automotive passion. Admired by peers for his 

extensive knowledge of cars, he especially reveled in the purchase and sale of classic automobiles. At one 

point, he had a collection of seven, with all but one being a British classic. His roots trace back to London, 

England, from where he moved to Canada during his teens. This probably ignited his love for MGs. Not just 

content with driving, Paul expanded his love for automobiles into journalism. Starting his career with the 

Ottawa Citizen, he later co-launched Canada’s pioneer online automotive consumer site: canadiandriver.ca, 

which was later acquired by Auto Trader and rebranded to autos.ca. A passionate member of the Ottawa MG 

Club, Paul often showcased his 1956 glacier blue MGA during OMGC drive events. Occasionally, his 1969 Ford 

Cortina GT, built in England, also made appearances. Unfortunately, in 2020, just before the advent of the 

pandemic, we tragically lost Paul to a sudden heart attack. This drive weekend, named in his honor, is a 

testament to his legacy. He would undoubtedly have been touched by this gesture. 

— Susan McLeod 

Event Photos: 

Catch a glimpse of the memorable moments from the Paul Williams Memorial Run 2023 on the OMGC 

website: OMGC Paul Williams 2023 Memorial Run Photos. 

          

http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/index.php/nggallery/2023-photos/paul-williams-2023-memorial-run?page_id=4947
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OMGC Monte Carleton Rally 2023: A Revival to Celebrate a Century of MG 
Submitted By Len Fortin 

 

Date: July 2023 

 

Saturday, July 1st marked a nostalgic return for the 

Ottawa MG Club as the revered Monte Carleton 

Rally was reintroduced, celebrating the iconic "100 

Years of MG". This esteemed rally, last held in the year 2000, echoed through time, inviting enthusiasts to 

partake in a unique motoring experience. 

 

The starting line was set at the southern tip of the Rideau Carleton Casino on Albion Road South. With the 

clock ticking, participants sped off at 2-minute intervals, with the first car revving its engine precisely at 11am. 

Keeping with the theme, the rally spanned a distance of 100Kms, guided solely by a concise one-page set of 

driving instructions. As the hands of the clock moved, participants had precisely 100 minutes to complete the 

journey, culminating at a serene picnic destination, kept secret until the driving directions were handed out. 

The journey was not just about speed and time, but also wit. Questions sprinkled along the route added a 

layer of challenge and excitement to the drive. 

 

As the rally wrapped up, attendees unpacked their lunches and nibbles, accompanied by specially crafted 

cookies courtesy of a local bakery. Amidst camaraderie and anticipation, the day reached its zenith as club 

members David Sinclair and Ray McSwiggan were honored with the Monte Carleton plaque award and the 

esteemed Redshaw Cup trophy. 

 

For an in-depth visual recount of the day, delve into the OMGC website's PHOTOS section dedicated to the 

OMGC Monte Carleton Rally 2023. 

 

 
 

http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/index.php/nggallery/2023-photos/monte_carleton_rally_2023?page_id=4947
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” The Aussies Are Coming!” (June 2016)  
  Submitted by Bob Zelmer 

 

They came. We saw. Together we conquered! For me, the pinnacle moment came as I sat, engine revving, in 

my red 1979 MGB Mark IV roadster.  We were in Montreal on the starting grid at the Circuit Gilles Villeneuve 

F1 racetrack! It was June 22, 2016.    

   

  

  

Twenty MGs from Australia, Ottawa and Montreal clubs filled the grid. There was a pause, cameras clicked, 

and the cars accelerated across the starting line! What a thrill!  The light intermittent drizzle of rain could not 

dampen our spirits. It was a "parade lap or two", not a race. But we were cautioned a few times. And all our 

hearts were racing.  

The Aussies were completing the cross Canada - Vancouver to Saint John’s link, of their 2- year trip across 

South, Central and North America! Starting at the southern tip of South America, over-wintering their cars at 

Vancouver, and then returning to complete the trip in 2016 - Ushuaia, Tierra del Fuego, Argentina to Saint 

John’s, Nfld, Canada!   

The Ottawa and the Montreal MG Car Clubs were among many that welcomed them along the way. You can 

read about this and other adventures of Dave Goodwin and friends at the Links and References below. The 

Aussies had stopped in Ottawa to meet with OMGC members and see the sights here for a few days. I was in 

touch with Dave Goodwin's group of Aussies from the Gold Coast MG Car Club, and with the Montreal MG 

Club, as our plans unfolded.  

The Ottawa and Montreal MG clubs joined them that morning. The OMGC journey with the Aussies started in 

south-east Ottawa, with a Le Mans start, and proceeding at speed down the HWY 417 onramp, to a fabulous 

buffet lunch with the Montreal club members at the Chateau Vaudreuil, Vaudreuil, Dorion, Quebec. Then we 

all proceeded together through the communities along the St. Lawrence River route, at parade speed, to the 

F1 track at Montreal's Isle Notre Dame. We closed the evening that night with a boisterous group dinner in 

downtown Montreal.   
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And as usual there were a few incidents throughout the day. Two examples follow. First, car repair parts for 

one needy Aussie car were handed to its driver while the procession continued nonstop - just like the passing 

of a baton in a relay race. All thanks to Chris Hollum, a Montreal parts dealer and ride-along participant! Parts 

were ... ordered at lunch … and delivered as the needy car passed by, in the procession of cars following the 

riverside road to the racetrack! ... Who says it takes forever to get parts for MGs?  Second, an Ottawa club MG 

self-started and rolled driverless out of its parking space ... two levels down in an underground downtown 

parking garage.  Club members as usual came to the rescue with extinguishers and tools in hand.   

  

My most prized mementos of this experience are, the photo above showing my Gilles Villeneuve book and my 

new friend Ian McCleave, as well as ... the signatures of each of the Aussie adventurers from the Gold Coast 

MG Car Club of Australia.  https://www.goldcoastmgcarclub.com.au/    

  

They came. We saw. Together we conquered!  

Bob Zelmer  

1979 MGB Mark IV Red.  

  

  

Links and References. This is an amazing list of MG travel experiences.   

  

Links:  

  

 http://mgpanamerica.mgcc.com.au/  MG Pan America - About (mgcc.com.au) ,    

  

McCleave MG | Lorraine and Ian's MG Travels – Trans Canada  / https://mccleavemg.com  Ian and Lorraine’s 

blog about their travels including through Ottawa and Montreal and much more .  

References:   

On the Road: Around the world in classic MG   Published Jun 30, 2016  https://driving.ca/autonrew/news/on-

the-road-around-the-world-in-classic-mgs  … CALGARY — On Canada Day, a group of world-touring MG drivers 

from Australia will pull into St. John’s, Newfoundland.  … It will be July 1, and the MGs will have completed the 

last leg of a tour, having driven across Canada and the United States; but that’s just a small section of their 

travels. …   

Extreme road trip sees classic MG cover 18 countries   Australian MG owners take 31,000-kilometre journey 

to attend All-British Field Meet in Vancouver   Published May 15, 2015    Extreme road trip sees classic MG 

cover 18 countries | Driving      

  

https://www.goldcoastmgcarclub.com.au/
https://www.goldcoastmgcarclub.com.au/
https://www.goldcoastmgcarclub.com.au/
http://mgpanamerica.mgcc.com.au/
http://mgpanamerica.mgcc.com.au/
http://mgpanamerica.mgcc.com.au/
http://mgpanamerica.mgcc.com.au/about.shtml
http://mgpanamerica.mgcc.com.au/about.shtml
http://mgpanamerica.mgcc.com.au/about.shtml
http://mgpanamerica.mgcc.com.au/about.shtml
http://mgpanamerica.mgcc.com.au/about.shtml
https://mccleavemg.com/
https://mccleavemg.com/
https://mccleavemg.com/
https://mccleavemg.com/
https://mccleavemg.com/
https://mccleavemg.com/
https://mccleavemg.com/
https://driving.ca/auto-nrew/news/on-the-road-around-the-world-in-classic-mgs
https://driving.ca/auto-nrew/news/on-the-road-around-the-world-in-classic-mgs
https://driving.ca/auto-nrew/news/on-the-road-around-the-world-in-classic-mgs
https://driving.ca/auto-nrew/news/on-the-road-around-the-world-in-classic-mgs
https://driving.ca/auto-nrew/news/on-the-road-around-the-world-in-classic-mgs
https://driving.ca/auto-nrew/news/on-the-road-around-the-world-in-classic-mgs
https://driving.ca/auto-nrew/news/on-the-road-around-the-world-in-classic-mgs
https://driving.ca/auto-nrew/news/on-the-road-around-the-world-in-classic-mgs
https://driving.ca/auto-nrew/news/on-the-road-around-the-world-in-classic-mgs
https://driving.ca/auto-nrew/news/on-the-road-around-the-world-in-classic-mgs
https://driving.ca/auto-nrew/news/on-the-road-around-the-world-in-classic-mgs
https://driving.ca/auto-nrew/news/on-the-road-around-the-world-in-classic-mgs
https://driving.ca/auto-nrew/news/on-the-road-around-the-world-in-classic-mgs
https://driving.ca/auto-nrew/news/on-the-road-around-the-world-in-classic-mgs
https://driving.ca/auto-nrew/news/on-the-road-around-the-world-in-classic-mgs
https://driving.ca/auto-nrew/news/on-the-road-around-the-world-in-classic-mgs
https://driving.ca/auto-nrew/news/on-the-road-around-the-world-in-classic-mgs
https://driving.ca/auto-nrew/news/on-the-road-around-the-world-in-classic-mgs
https://driving.ca/auto-nrew/news/on-the-road-around-the-world-in-classic-mgs
https://driving.ca/auto-nrew/news/on-the-road-around-the-world-in-classic-mgs
https://driving.ca/auto-news/entertainment/extreme-road-trip-covers-18-countries
https://driving.ca/auto-news/entertainment/extreme-road-trip-covers-18-countries
https://driving.ca/auto-news/entertainment/extreme-road-trip-covers-18-countries
https://driving.ca/auto-news/entertainment/extreme-road-trip-covers-18-countries
https://driving.ca/auto-news/entertainment/extreme-road-trip-covers-18-countries
https://driving.ca/auto-news/entertainment/extreme-road-trip-covers-18-countries
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 Picture Gallery:    The Aussies are coming (2016)!   

  

  

At Circuit Gilles Villeneuve, Montreal.  2016.                100 years now of MGs 2023!  

  

  

Start Your Engines!!!                                                          Rounding the last corner!  

 

Member Jordan Jones’ MGBGT V8 
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Motorcade Ottawa to Montreal. June 22, 2016.     

  

Leaving Ottawa.                                                                   Dave Goodwin, GCMGCC, sharing the lead.  

  

  

Arriving at Montreal.                                                         Joining MMGCC members.     

 

And a great lunch too with the rest of the crowd inside. 
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Vintage Wings Canada's Spectacular Fly-In Breakfast: Planes, Cars, and a 

Touch of History 
Submitted By Len Fortin 

 

Date: Saturday, June 17th, 2023 

 

Step into the heart of aviation and automotive history on June 17th, Saturday, at the Arnprior Airport. Vintage 

Wings Canada proudly presents its "Fly-In Breakfast" from 8 am to 12 noon. 

 

An exclusive invitation was extended to the Ottawa MG Club members, thanks to the efforts of club member 

and Vintage Wings Canada associate, Don Buchan. Numerous Ottawa MG Club enthusiasts graced the event 

with their classic MG vehicles, merging the elegance of the road with the majesty of the skies. 

 

For a modest fee of $15 per adult, attendees were treated to a delightful breakfast in a vast hanger, 

surrounded by an array of smaller aircraft. Those who flew in for the occasion added a palpable excitement to 

the morning atmosphere. 

 

Beyond breakfast, the paved hanger aprons showcased a myriad of classic cars that transported attendees 

back in time. While some hangars displayed ongoing aircraft projects, others unfurled a tapestry of aviation 

history through evocative photographs and tales. Additionally, helicopters and their dedicated crews 

beckoned spectators for an inside glimpse and engaging discussions about their intricate machinery. 

 

The event wasn't merely a breakfast gathering; it was a symphony of planes, cars, and tales from yesteryears. 

For a visual journey of the day's highlights, visit the OMGC website's PHOTOS section dedicated to the Fly-In 

Breakfast Planes & Cars Display 2023. 

 

     
  

http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/index.php/nggallery/2023-photos/vintage_wings_2023_arnprior?page_id=4947
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100 YEARS MG - The History of MG: From 1923 to 2023 
Submitted By Peter Sanderson 

 

MG (Morris Garages) is a storied British automotive marque that has played a significant role in the global car 

industry. Founded in 1923, MG has evolved and transformed over the past century. This article delves deep 

into the complete history of MG, tracing its roots, milestones, and evolution over the decades. 

 

The Early Days (1923-1939) 

 

• 1923: The origins of MG can be traced back to this year when Cecil Kimber, an employee of Morris 

Garages in Oxford, England, produced the first MG car—a Morris Oxford with a sportier body. 

• 1924-1930: During these years, MG produced a series of four-seater sports cars. In 1928, MG Car 

Company Limited was officially established, and it moved to Abingdon, Oxfordshire. 

• 1930s: The brand earned significant recognition for its T-Series cars, with models like the TA, TB, TC, 

TD, and TF. Among these, the TC Midget of 1945 is particularly iconic, endearing itself to the American 

market and significantly boosting the brand’s popularity. 

•  

World War II and Post-War Era (1939-1960) 

 

• 1939-1945: World War II halted civilian car production. Like many automotive companies, MG focused 

its efforts on the war, producing tanks, aircraft, and other military equipment. 

• 1947: Post-war, MG resumed car production with the aforementioned TC Midget, which became 

especially popular in the US, establishing MG as a major player in the sports car market. 

• 1950s: MG released the MGA in 1955, a completely redesigned car, which was followed by the MGB in 

1962. The latter is one of the brand's most iconic models and the best-selling sports car in the world 

for many years. 

•  

Merger and Changes (1960-1980) 

 

• 1960s: This period saw a lot of restructuring in the British automotive industry. In 1966, MG became 

part of the British Motor Corporation (BMC) which later merged with Leyland Motors in 1968, leading 

to the creation of British Leyland. 

• 1973: The MG badge made its way onto a sedan for the first time with the MG-badged variant of the 

Austin Allegro. But by the end of the 1970s, the future of MG looked bleak due to industrial strife and 

outdated production methods. 

•  

Challenging Times and Decline (1980-2000) 

• 1980: Production of the popular MGB ended. 

• 1982: The MG marque was temporarily shelved after the release of the MG-badged Metro. 

• 1990s: The MG RV8, a modernized version of the MGB, was introduced in the early '90s. Later in the 

decade, MG Rover launched the MG F, a mid-engine sports car, signaling the brand’s rebirth. 
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Revival and Transformation (2000-2023) 

 

• 2005: The MG Rover Group went into administration. Later that year, the assets of MG Rover were 

purchased by China’s Nanjing Automobile Group. 

• 2007: Production resumed in the UK, with the launch of the MG TF LE500. 

• 2011: MG introduced the MG 6, its first all-new car in 16 years, followed by the MG 3 in 2013, a 

compact hatchback. 

• 2010s-2020s: MG has continued to release a range of vehicles, including SUVs and electric vehicles. 

The MG ZS EV, launched in 2019, was particularly notable, showcasing the brand’s commitment to 

sustainable mobility. 

• 2023: Celebrating a century since its founding, MG has reinvented itself from its British sports car 

roots to a global brand, producing a range of vehicles for a diverse audience. The marque's focus on 

electric vehicles and sustainable solutions promises a vibrant future in the ever-evolving automotive 

landscape. 

 

In its century-long journey, MG has faced ups and downs, challenges and victories. From its early days in 

Oxfordshire to its current global presence, MG’s resilience and ability to adapt have cemented its place in 

automotive history. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Member Bill Bradley’s MGB 
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All British Car Day, Ottawa: A Day of Vintage Elegance 
Submitted By Len Fortin 

 

Date: Saturday, July 15th 

 

Set against the verdant backdrop of Clarke Fields Park in Barrhaven, Nepean, All British Car Day (ABCD) Ottawa 

unfurled its charm once again. The annual not-for-profit event, organized entirely by volunteers, celebrated 

the grandeur of classic British automobiles. 

 

Dedicated to the rich heritage of British motor engineering, the event showcased iconic marques like Rolls 

Royce, Bentley, MG, Austin-Healey, Triumph, Jaguar, Lotus, Land Rover, Sunbeam, and Mini. A special 

emphasis this year highlighted those legendary models that marked their inception in 1948. 

 

The event has always been about more than just cars. The Heart & Stroke foundation found a supportive 

partner in ABCD, with both entities working hand-in-hand for a great cause. Furthermore, members of the 

Ottawa MG Club didn’t hold back, volunteering their services to ensure the smooth functioning of the event. 

The results spoke for themselves; with almost 150 vintage cars on display and under a perfectly blue sky, the 

day was nothing short of spectacular. 

 

Attendees weren't just treated to a visual spectacle but also received goodie bags brimming with automotive 

paraphernalia and discount coupons. The event saw participants competing with one another, vying for 

awards in different categories. 

 

But ABCD was also about connections, old and new. As participants mingled and shared stories, vendors 

added to the merriment with an assortment of delectable foods and intriguing items. The allure of the event 

wasn't just limited to car aficionados. Residents of the locale, along with visitors from a neighboring moto-

cross event, found themselves meandering amidst the vintage beauties, engaging in animated discussions with 

proud owners. 

 

For a pictorial journey of All British Car Day 2023, visit the Ottawa MG Club’s official website: ABCD 2023 

Photo Gallery. Additionally, you may visit Peter Sanderson’s B&W Photo album of the event – Click Here. 

 

 
 

http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/index.php/nggallery/2023-photos/all_british_car_day_2023?page_id=4947
http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/index.php/nggallery/2023-photos/all_british_car_day_2023?page_id=4947
https://flic.kr/s/aHBqjAMyYt
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Merrickville European Classic Car Show 2023 
Submitted By Peter Sanderson 

Date:  Sunday September 24th, 2023 

The Merrickville European Classic Car Show is organized by one of our own members, Trish Adams (along with 

Polly), with assistance from Robert Giroux. This year's show exceeded Trish’s expectations, with attendance 

growing considerably from the previous year. The weather was perfect, and the event attracted many of our 

club members, as well as European car enthusiasts from all over eastern Ontario. 

I attended the event to take pictures of the participants' cars by the water, aiming to raise funds for the Dave 

Smith Youth Treatment Center. I positioned myself down by the river, and twenty-two cars participated, 

raising a total of $313.00 for the center. Additionally, there was a booth accepting donations, and I believe the 

grand total raised for the Dave Smith Youth Treatment Center was $1,000.00. My photo results can be viewed 

in my album, Click Here. 

Since I was stationed in a corner taking pictures, I did not have the opportunity to walk among the cars and 

chat with the participants. However, I did create a video of the event, which includes drone footage provided 

by Emil Poliakov, who was present for most of the day. Click here to watch the video. 

I found the following description of the event on their Facebook page: 

"European car designers of yester-year can be thanked for some of the most beautiful cars ever to grace the 

roads, and we are fortunate that many of them were brought to Canada, and still grace our local roads. The 

Merrickville European Classic Car Show on Sunday, September 24 will showcase many of these beautiful cars 

from bygone eras, some of which are rarely seen these days. In fact, some of them could be one of only a few 

in Canada still on the road. Future European classics are also welcome, and all will be parked in a scenic area 

of historic Merrickville, one of Canada’s prettiest villages. 

Enjoy restaurants, cafes and pubs to suit all tastes, and unique shops and boutiques for those who need a 

retail therapy break from the motorized eye-candy." 

I would say that the event is a must-attend in 2024. 

Participant Barry Stephens’ Jaguar E-Type 

  

https://davesmithcentre.org/
https://davesmithcentre.org/
https://flic.kr/s/aHBqjAVs24
https://youtu.be/uiFaLpUwF90
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Celebrating a Century of MG: A Summary 
Submitted By Peter Sanderson 

As the Ottawa MG Club marks a momentous 100 years of the MG car brand, we reflect on a year filled with 

celebration, camaraderie, and the commemoration of a storied legacy in the automotive world. This special 

edition, meticulously assembled by Len Fortin, Bob Zelmer, and Peter Sanderson, captures the essence of our 

centennial festivities and the enduring spirit of MG. 

From the intimate OMGC Valentine's Gathering to the historic Breakfast-1923 Gathering, each event has been 

a tribute to the MG marque's journey from its inception in 1923 to its current revered status. The Spring Tune-

Up and other gatherings are chronicled here, not just as events, but as milestones in our ongoing adventure 

with these iconic cars. 

Our foray into MG's rich history is more than a retrospective—it's a celebration of innovation, resilience, and 

the timeless appeal of MG's designs. The narratives and picture gallery within these pages are a testament to 

the passion that fuels our club and the legacy of a brand that has become a cornerstone of the automotive 

heritage. 

As we close this centennial chapter, our eyes are set on the road ahead. The Ottawa MG Club remains 

steadfast in its dedication to fostering a vibrant community of MG enthusiasts, preserving the marque's 

history, and fueling the spirit of adventure that is synonymous with MG. 

To all who have contributed to this publication and to every member of our community: your enthusiasm and 

commitment ensure that the MG legacy will continue to thrive for the next century and beyond. 

Drive On,  

The Ottawa MG Club 

 

Peter Sanderson 

 

Member Richard Stanley’s MGB 
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