
 

 
 

The Official Newsletter of the Ottawa MG Club 

April 2024 Edition 



 

Page 2 of 25 
 

Ottawa MG Club – the Dashpot 
 

Inside this Month’s Issue: 

 
Ottawa MG Club's 2024 Event Highlights ....................................................................................... 3 

OMGC Executive Team and their MGs ............................................................................................ 4 

It's Back  .......................................................................................................................................... 5 

The Paul Williams Memorial Run .................................................................................................... 5 

Feature Car, 1973 MGB ................................................................................................................... 7 

Waking Your MG from Winter Slumber: A Guide to Spring Readiness ......................................... 11 

Zizzes, Clunks, Rattles & Ticks...................................................................................................... 13 

The Heart and Soul of an MG Enthusiast ..................................................................................... 17 

MG Cars 101-Year Anniversary Quiz ............................................................................................. 19 

Anyone up for a Drag Race? .......................................................................................................... 20 

March Madness and Culinary Adventures at the Ottawa MG Club .............................................. 21 

What to Carry in an MGB’s Boot .................................................................................................... 23 

Member’s Profiles Wanted ............................................................................................................ 25 

 

 

 
Front Cover: Member Andrew Penny’s 1968 MGB 

 

               



 

Page 3 of 25 
 

Ottawa MG Club's 2024 Event Highlights 
APRIL 
 
20 - OMGC Spring Tune Up  
28 - OMGC Driving Season Kickoff  
 
MAY  
 
4 - OMGC Drive Your MG-eh! Day     
8 - OMGC Cars & Coffee  
16 - OMGC Monthly Meeting  
22 - OMGC Cars & Coffee  
25-26 - OMGC Paul Williams Memorial Run  
 
JUNE  
 
12 - OMGC Cars & Coffee  
26 - OMGC Cars & Coffee  
 
JULY 
  
1 - OMGC Monte Carleton Rally  
6 - OMGC Picnic  
10 - OMGC Cars & Coffee  
13 - ABCD Ottawa  
18 - OMGC Monthly Meeting  
20 - OMGC BBQ  
24 - OMGC Cars & Coffee  

AUGUST  
 
2 - Glengarry Games British Car Show  
4 - OMGC Summer Run  
7 - OMGC Cars & Coffee 
21 - OMGC Cars & Coffee  
23-25 - MG101Fest - Belleville  
 
SEPTEMBER  
 
11 - OMGC Cars & Coffee  
19 - OMGC Monthly Meeting  
22 - Merrickville European Classic Car Show  
25 - OMGC Cars & Coffee  
 
OCTOBER  
 
6 - OMGC Fall Colour Run  
 
NOVEMBER 
  
21 - OMGC Monthly Meeting  
24 - OMGC Trivia Challenge  
 
DECEMBER  
 
7 - OMGC Festive Party  
 

 

Member Jordan Jones’ MGB GT V8 

http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/?m=20240420
http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/?m=20240428
http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/?m=20240504
http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/?m=20240508
http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/?m=20240516
http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/?m=20240522
http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/?m=20240525
http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/?m=20240612
http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/?m=20240626
http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/?m=20240701
http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/?m=20240706
http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/?m=20240713
http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/?m=20240718
http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/?m=20240720
http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/?m=20240802
http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/?m=20240823
http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/?m=20240919
http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/?m=20240922
http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/?m=20241006
http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/?m=20241121
http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/?m=20241124
http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/?m=20241207


 

Page 4 of 25 
 

OMGC Executive Team and their MGs 
 

 

 

J-P Lacroix 
OMGC President 
president@omgc.info  

1969 MGB-GT 
1969 MG 
Midget 

Acts as CEO of the Club. Presides 
over all meetings. Ensures 
relationships are maintained with 
other clubs, national and international 
MG Registers, groups, and resources.  

 

Position Vacant 
Vice-President 
Wanted@OMGC.Now  

 

Assumes responsibilities of the 
President in his/her absence. 
Arranges monthly meeting locations. 
Posts driving routes on the website. 

 

Len Fortin 
Webmaster 
webbie@omgc.info 
Member Since 1990 

1960 MGA 
1977 MGB 
1973 MGB 

Maintains the website and ensures 
the Club calendar is up to date. 
Dispatches broadcasts as necessary, 
in conjunction with the Comms 
Director. 

 

Trish Adams 
Club Regalia 
regalia@omgc.info  
Member Since 2008 

1970 MGB 
1973 MGB-GT 

Manages the sale, ordering and 
delivery of Club regalia items. 

 

Jeff Cohen 
Treasurer 
treasurer@omgc.info  
Member Since 2014 

1970 MGB 
1977 MG 
Midget 

Manages/maintains the Club’s 
financial records. Posts quarterly 
reports on the website. 

 

Julie Westland 
Membership 
membership@omgc.info 
Member Since 2010 

1974 MGB 
1970 MGB0-GT 
1967 MGB-GT- 
Special 
 

Manages/maintains the Club’s 
Membership database. Provides new 
members with welcome/orientation 
package. Coordinates distribution of 
Club calendar to renewing and new 
members. 

 

Mike Price 
Technical Director 
technical@omgc.info  
Member Since 1987 

1969 MGC-GT 
and a 1974 
MGB 

Coordinates meetings/sessions with 
facilities and capable members to 
address MG issues of a technical 
nature. Liaises with related 
businesses/skilled resources. 

 

  

mailto:president@omgc.info
mailto:Wanted@OMGC.Now
mailto:webbie@omgc.info
mailto:regalia@omgc.info
mailto:treasurer@omgc.info
mailto:membership@omgc.info
mailto:technical@omgc.info
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It's Back  
 

I’m excited to announce the return of the Dashpot! After a year's hiatus, I've decided to volunteer 

once again to produce our beloved newsletter for another year. While I had hoped someone else 

would step in to offer a fresh perspective, I am eager to pick up where we left off in December 

2022. 

 

The Dashpot serves as the Ottawa MG Club's newsletter, delivering a rich blend of event 

updates, MG highlights, technical insights, and entertaining anecdotes. Our most engaging 

issues have always been those that feature contributions from you, our club members. 

 

Don't worry if you're neither a seasoned writer nor a professional photographer. We welcome any 

stories about your adventures in your MG, mechanical achievements, or just amusing tales. Rest 

assured, we're here to polish your articles and enhance your photos, if required—that's my 

commitment to making the Dashpot shine. 

 

Although I no longer own an MGB, I'm counting on you, our active members, to share your 

experiences and stories from the events you attend. With your involvement, we aim to make the 

2024 editions of the Dashpot the best yet. Your contributions not only enrich our newsletter but 

also foster a stronger community spirit. Let's create something remarkable together! 

 

Peter Sanderson 

Dashpot Editor 

 

The Paul Williams Memorial Run 
If you're a newcomer to the Club, you might be curious about who Paul Williams was, the 

significance of the Paul Williams Memorial Run, and why it's 

considered a major event spanning two days in late May. As we're 

hosting the Paul Williams Run in late May (click here for details), 

it seems like a perfect opportunity to introduce those who weren't 

fortunate enough to know Paul to the essence and importance of 

this event for the OMGC. 

Who was Paul Williams? 

 

Paul was a driver. Paul was a car enthusiast admired by other car 

enthusiasts for the breadth and depth of his knowledge. His 

favourite recreation was buying and selling classic cars. A 

decade ago, he owned seven, each in pristine driving condition, all but one a British classic. Paul 

http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/?m=20240525
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had grown up in London, England, immigrating to Canada as a young teenager, so his nostalgic 

interest in MGs was only natural. 

 

Paul matched his passion for driving with that of journalism by becoming an automotive 

journalist in the 1990s. Writing first for the Ottawa Citizen and syndicated across CanWest, he 

branched into digital publishing by co-launching Canada’s first online automotive consumer site: 

canadiandriver.ca. The business was purchased by Auto Trader a decade later and renamed 

autos.ca.  

 

Paul was an active member of the Ottawa MG Club and was involved in its executive in the 

club’s early days. His 1956 glacier blue MGA was a familiar feature of OMGC drive events, and 

occasionally his built in England, 1969 Ford Cortina GT was too. 

 

Sadly, we lost Paul to a catastrophic heart attack early in 2020, just before the pandemic struck. 

He would be honoured, and humbled, to have this drive weekend named in his memory.  

 

Thank you. 

 

Susan McLeod 

 

 

 

  



 

Page 7 of 25 
 

Feature Car, 1973 MGB 
By Len and Debi Fortin 

 

In 1993, Len and Debi Fortin graciously contributed an article to our newsletter, a piece that 

captures the essence of that era with its typewritten charm. Upon discovering the document, it 

was clear from its classic typeface that it had been digitized from its original format, likely 

scanned into a PDF, a nostalgic nod to the era of the IBM Selectric 3, Smith Corona, and other 

iconic typewriters. I, too, reminisce about the days when I owned an IBM Selectric, complete 

with six interchangeable typeballs for various fonts. 

 

At first glance, my immediate thought was to modernize the text using the latest OCR 

technology, aiming to align it with the contemporary aesthetics of the Dashpot. However, upon 

reflection, I realized that converting the document would strip away its historical essence — the 

unique visual, tactile, and even olfactory experiences it embodies. Yes, even the distinctive scent 

of ink ribbons lingers in memory, a subtle yet profound reminder of the past. 

 

Therefore, I've decided to preserve the original's integrity by presenting the article as a JPEG 

image, featuring the typewritten "Feature Car, 1973 MGB." This approach honors not only the 

content but also the medium through which it was originally created, offering a tangible 

connection to a bygone era. 

 

A special thank you to Len and Debi Fortin for their generous submission of this historical 

article. 

 

Member Len and Debi Fortin’s Feature 1973 MGB 
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Waking Your MG from Winter Slumber: A Guide to Spring 
Readiness 
By Peter Sanderson 

 

As the frost recedes and the first buds of spring appear, it's time to awaken your MG from its 

winter sleep. Getting your classic car ready for the road after a period of storage requires care 

and attention to detail. Follow these essential steps to ensure your MG roars to life and 

performs flawlessly throughout the driving season. 

 

1. Battery Check and Reconnection 

 

Start with inspecting the battery, which should have 

been disconnected and ideally placed on a trickle 

charger over the winter. If not, charge it fully before 

reconnecting, making sure the terminals are clean 

and tight. 

 

2. Fluid Inspection and Replacement 

 

Check all fluid levels, including engine oil, coolant, 

brake fluid, and transmission fluid. Winter can be harsh 

on fluids, and it's often best to perform an oil change and top up any fluids that have diminished. 

Inspect the coolant for signs of freezing damage. 

 

3. Tire Inspection and Inflation 

 

Tires can lose pressure during storage, so check for the correct inflation according to your MG’s 

specifications. Inspect the tires for any signs of flat spots, cracks, or other damage that might 

have occurred during storage. 

 

4. Brake System Check 

 

Ensure your brake system is functioning correctly. Check for any leaks in the brake lines and 

ensure the brake pads and rotors are in good condition. Depress the brake pedal to ensure it 

feels firm and responsive. 
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5. Fuel System Check 

 

If you added a fuel stabilizer before storage, you're ahead of the game. If not, check the fuel 

quality; old gasoline can degrade and cause issues. Consider replacing the fuel filter and 

inspecting fuel lines for any signs of deterioration. 

 

 

6. Engine and Mechanical Components 

 

Inspect belts, hoses, and wiring for any signs of wear or damage. Rodents can be an issue 

during winter storage, so look for any signs of chewing or nests. Ensure all moving parts are 

lubricated and consider using a fuel system cleaner to ensure optimal performance. 

 

7. Start-Up 

 

Before starting your MG, it's wise to manually turn the engine over with a wrench to ensure it's 

not seized. Once you're ready, start the engine and listen for any unusual noises. Let it warm up 

to operating temperature, checking for leaks or any signs of distress. 

 

8. Lights and Electrical System Check 

 

Verify that all lights, signals, and electrical components are functioning correctly. This includes 

checking the dashboard, exterior lights, and entertainment system. Mice are very fond of 

overwintering in classic cars, and they also enjoy munching on wiring, which can cause all sorts 

of problems! 

 

9. Clean and Detail 

 

After the mechanical checks, give your MG a thorough cleaning, both inside and out. This not 

only preserves its appearance but also allows you to inspect the body and interior closely for 

any issues that may have arisen during storage. 

 

10. Safety Gear and Documentation 

 

Lastly, ensure your MG's registration, insurance, and any other required documentation are up to 

date. Stock the vehicle with essential safety gear, including a spare tire, toolkit, fire extinguisher, 

and first-aid kit. 

 

By following these steps, you can confidently enjoy the driving season, knowing your MG is in 

top condition. Here's to many joyful miles ahead on the open road! 
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Zizzes, Clunks, Rattles & Ticks 
By John Twist, University Motors 

 

THE SOUNDS OF THE MGB 

 

The familiar sounds of the MGB, a throaty exhaust, the whine of the engine, and the sounds of 

rushing air make MG driving its best!  Strange and unusual noises may be simply offensive or 

worse – harbingers of impending failures.  A thorough test drive evidences these noises – now 

all you have to do is translate! 

 

Find a quiet neighborhood street or country lane.  Sitting still, clutch released, rev the engine 

from idle to 4500 rpms and then back down to idle.  Drive in all four gears, throughout the rpm 

range.  Try maximum accelerations, decelerations, and stops.  Coast with the engine off (don’t 

lock that column!!).  At 30 mph in second gear, rapidly knock the throttle to the floor and release, 

repetitively, causing the MG to jerk fore and aft, forcefully.  At 60 mph listen as you accelerate 

decelerate and continue at “no load.” Turn tight corners.  This is a TEST DRIVE – so TEST the 

MGB to the limit of its mechanical condition and your ability to drive. 

 

GEARBOX NOISES 

 

“SWISHING” from the gear lever, noticeable at idle is a normal sound, but it is offensive.  Repair 

this by fitting an original gear knob; by pushing silicone gasket goo into the knob before 

screwing it onto the gear lever; or working with the gear lever. 

 

“SCREETCH” when depressing the clutch, engine cold, is caused by a damaged pilot or spigot 

bushing.  This is not damaging, but offensive.  Repair this by removing the engine and/or 

gearbox to replace the spigot bush. 

 

“TICK – TICK – TICK” in reverse is caused by chipped teeth on the reverse gear or laygear.  This 

is very expensive to repair, as the gearbox must be removed from the car! 

 

DASHBOARD NOISES 

 

“BUZZES” are caused by loose expanses of metal or loose lines.  These are often very difficult to 

find!  Repair these by locating the offending sheet metal or metal line which is vibrating. 
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“CLICK” from the glovebox after the engine is shut off – the proper operation of the anti run-on 

valve. 

 

“SQUEAK” from the steering wheel when turning – the column covers are fouling the wheel, esp 

77-80. 

 

REAR END NOISES 

 

“CLUNK” at any speed, when travelling over bumps is caused by loose or faulty rear shocks.  

Repair this by simply tightening the shocks to the frame member. 

 

“CLUNK” at any speed, between acceleration and deceleration is cause by worn wire wheels or 

hubs.  Diagnose this by jacking up the rear axle, having your associate depress the brake pedal, 

then examining the rotation of the rear wheels.  If the splines are perfect, then the rear wheels 

will not rotate.  Severely worn hubs and splines will evidence themselves by up to a two-inch 

rotational freeplay! 

 

“CLUNK” at any speed, between acceleration and deceleration is caused by worn or missing 

differential and pinion shims (see “Eliminating Rear Axle Clunk”). 

 

‘CLUCK” when travelling over a bump is caused by a loose shock link at the rear leaf spring.  

Repair this by replacing the shock link (requires removing the rear shock and bottom axle plate 

as an assembly). 

 

“WOW WOW WOW” at higher speeds, either during acceleration, deceleration or free float is 

caused by faulty backlash or a loose pinion in the differential assembly.  Repair this by 

tightening the nut on the pinion – or by replacing the differential. 

 

“CLACK” between acceleration and deceleration, 1977 MGB and newer is cause by a loose rear 

anti-sway bar.  Repair this by tightening the bolts on either side of the sway bar to body. 

 

“TICKING” rapid ticking, right side – Fuel pump.  Perforated fuel lines – or you are simply “out of 

gas!”  The factory pump is very quiet.  Some aftermarket pumps rattle incessantly! 

 

“CLUNK” often accompanied with a ring, between acceleration and deceleration is caused by a 

faulty U Joint.  Repair this by removing the drive shaft and changing the U joint (see “The 

Fastest U Joint in the World”). 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Page 15 of 25 
 

FRONT END NOISES 

 

“CLUNK” at the end of braking is caused by worn washers or a worn distance tube on the 

bottom of the kingpin.  Repair this by replacing the bottom distance tube and washers (and 

sometime the bolt). 

 

“WHISTLE” at high speeds, 1980 MGB only is cause by the reliefs in the headlamp trim ring.  If 

this truly drives you nuts, change the headlamp rings to the earlier model. 

 

“SQUEAL” upon braking is caused by glazed brake rotors.  Repair this by “deglazing” the rotors. 

 

CORNER NOISES 

 

“THUMPING VIBRATION” is caused by a faulty shock or a grossly out-of-balance wheel.  Repair 

this by replacing the shock or balancing the wheel. 

 

“WOP WOP WOP” can be caused by a flat tire, or flat spot on the tire.  Inspect further by jacking 

up each corner, then spinning the tire while feeling the tread.  Flat spots are easily recognizable. 

 

“CLICKITY CLICKITY” from the ROstyle wheels at slow speeds is cause by loose hubcaps.  

Repair this by spreading the “fingers” on the hubcap and refitting it. 

 

ENGINE NOISES 

 

“ZIZZES” at higher rpm at rest or at speed, dual carburetor MGB is caused by a cracked 

heatshield.  Repair this by removing the carbs and either welding or replacing the heatshield. 

 

“TICK” at idle which follows engine rpm which disappears above idle is cause by piston slap 

(worn pistons or bores).  Repair this by honing/boring the engine and fitting new rings/pistons. 

 

“TICK” throughout the rpm range, at rest or at speed is cause by excessive valve lash or by worn 

cam follows or camshaft.  Further diagnose this problem by removing the valve cover and 

starting up the engine.  Then place a 0.010” feeler between each rocker and valve stem – the 

ticky noise will cease when the feeler is inserted. 

 

“RATTLE” upon acceleration is caused by over-advanced timing or faulty rod bearings (oil 

pressure below 50 psi at speed, accompanied by this rattle during acceleration, is a good 

indicator of faulty rod bearings).  Repair by retarding the timing or by changing the crank and rod 

bearings. 

 

“RATTLE” upon deceleration only is caused by worn or loose gudgeon pins (wrist pins on the 

pistons).  Repair this by fitting new pistons. 
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“SCREAM” (like a stuck pig), 1977-> is caused by a frozen bearing in one of the cooling fans.  

Repair this by opening and oiling the faulty bearing – or by replacing the fan motor. 

 

“SCREAM” accompanied by the ignition light illuminating, at speed, 1968 ->, is caused by an 

alternator freeze-up.  Repair by rebuilding or replacing the alternator. 

 

“GROWL” (as gavel in a tin can) is caused by faulty bearings in the water pump. Repair this by 

replacing the water pump. 

Diagnose by removing the fan belt and starting the engine.  If the noise is no longer evident, then 

the source must be the alternator or water pump! 

 

“WHISTLE” at idle or deceleration but disappearing on accelerating is caused by a vacuum leak 

between the carbs and cylinder head.  Further diagnose by spraying carburetor cleaner between 

the carb and spacers, spacers and heatshield, heatshield and manifold, manifold and head – if 

there is a vacuum leak, then the carb cleaner will change the idle speed. 

 

“POPPING” from exhaust during deceleration is caused by incomplete combustion exacerbated 

by holes in the exhaust or a faulty gulp valve.  Repair this by leaning out the mixture, repairing 

the exhaust, or working with the smog system. 

 

EXHAUST NOISES 

 

“JINGLES or ZIZZES” at rest or at speed are caused by loose clamps or brackets.  Exhaust 

noises will evidence themselves at speed or at rest if the engine is at the same RPM.   

 

GENERAL NOISES 

 

“TINKLY RATTLE” is caused by loose glass in the outside rear-view mirror.  Repair this by 

removing the plastic surround, then fitting a sponge or foam to load the glass. 

 

“RATTLES” are caused by loose chrome bumper overriders, loose grille, loose headrests, or 

seatbelts.  Grab and shake each component of the car – the loose one(s) will be obvious. 

 

“NEE-NEW NEE-NEW” is the police – get out of the way. 

 

“AHHHHHHH” is the owner’s cry on the front counter of the repair shop. 

 

© University Motors Press  1st 04101998  020601 052620 jhtX – Zizzes, Clunks, & Ticks 
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The Heart and Soul of an MG Enthusiast 
By Peter Sanderson  

 

At the core of every MG enthusiast lies a blend of passion, tradition, and a profound 

appreciation for engineering and design. These classic British sports cars, with their distinctive 

looks and storied history, have not just built a fan base but have cultivated a global community 

of devotees. But what exactly makes an MG enthusiast? 

It’s a mixture of reverence for heritage, a fondness for 

mechanical tinkering, and an unwavering spirit of 

adventure. 

 

A Nod to Tradition 

 

MG enthusiasts are custodians of automotive history. 

These individuals not only admire the timeless design and 

craftsmanship of MG models but also embody the rich 

legacy these cars carry. From the early days of MG in the 

1920s, through the golden era of British sports cars, to 

the present, enthusiasts preserve the narratives of innovation 

and triumphs in motor sports. Their dedication ensures that the heritage of MG continues to be 

celebrated and passed down through generations. 

 

Mechanical Savvy and Creativity 

 

An intrinsic part of being an MG enthusiast involves a hands-on relationship with the car. 

Whether it's routine maintenance, a full restoration, or modern modifications, MG owners pride 

themselves on their mechanical knowledge and ingenuity. The joy of solving complex problems 

under the bonnet or restoring a vehicle to its former glory is unmatched. This tinkering spirit is 

not just about maintaining a car; it's about enhancing performance, personalizing aesthetics, 

and ensuring these classics continue to turn heads on the roads. 

 

The Spirit of Adventure 

 

Driving an MG is more than a means of transportation; it's an experience, an adventure. MG 

enthusiasts revel in the thrill of open-air motoring, the winding roads, and the close connection 

between driver, machine, and the natural world. Each journey in an MG is a chapter in an 

ongoing story of exploration and discovery. The community of MG owners often shares this 

spirit through rallies, tours, and meet-ups, celebrating the joy of driving together. 
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A Sense of Community 

 

Perhaps one of the most defining characteristics of an MG enthusiast is the strong sense of 

community. MG clubs and events across the globe offer a platform for sharing knowledge, 

experiences, and friendship. These gatherings are not just about showcasing cars but are a 

testament to the shared passion that unites individuals from diverse backgrounds. The MG 

community is welcoming, offering advice, support, and camaraderie to fellow enthusiasts and 

newcomers alike. 

 

The Pursuit of Excellence 

 

Finally, an MG enthusiast is always in pursuit of excellence. This is not limited to the condition 

of their cars but extends to driving skills, historical knowledge, and the continuous quest to learn 

and grow within the hobby. The drive towards perfection, whether in a concours d'elegance or a 

personal project, reflects the high standards that MG owners set for themselves and their 

vehicles. 

 

In conclusion, being an MG enthusiast is about much more than owning a classic car. It's about 

embracing a lifestyle that values heritage, craftsmanship, community, and the sheer joy of 

driving. Whether through the meticulous care of their vehicles, participation in community 

events, or the endless pursuit of adventure on the open road, MG enthusiasts are a testament to 

the enduring appeal of these iconic British sports cars. 

 

 

Member Doug McClure’s 1961 MGA   
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MG Cars 101-Year Anniversary Quiz 
Whether you're a newcomer to the MG enthusiast community or a seasoned aficionado with 

tales aplenty, we invite you to put your knowledge to the test. Spanning the rich history of MGs 

from their inception to the present day, we've crafted a quiz just for you. Record your answers 

and keep an eye out for the May issue of the Dashpot, where we'll reveal the solutions. 

Early Years 

1. In what year was the MG Car Company founded? 

2. Who was the founder of MG Cars? 

3. What does "MG" stand for in MG Cars? 

4. What was the first MG car model produced? 

5. Where was the original MG factory located? 

Classic Models 

6. Which MG model is considered the first real sports car by the brand? 

7. In what year did the MG Midget Series first debut? 

8. The MG T series is iconic for introducing what kind of driving experience to America? 

9. Which MG car model won several international races in the 1930s? 

10. The MG MGB is known for which innovative feature not common in cars at its time of 

release? 

Post-War Period 

11. After World War II, MG was a part of which larger automotive group? 

12. In what year did the MG MGA first debut, featuring a completely redesigned bodywork? 

13. What was significant about the MG MGF model launched in the 1990s? 

14. How did MG's ownership change in the 1980s, and which company took over? 

Modern Era 

15. What model marked MG's return to the sports car market in the early 21st century? 

16. In what year did MG launch its first SUV, expanding its range of models? 

17. Which MG model is considered the brand's first all-electric vehicle? 

18. How has MG's design philosophy evolved in the 21st century compared to its early 

years? 

19. What technology and features distinguish modern MG cars from their historical models? 

Motorsport and Racing 

20. MG has a history in motorsport; what major race did MG cars participate in during the 

1930s? 

21. Which MG model set a speed record at Bonneville Salt Flats in the 1950s? 

22. How has MG been involved in motorsport in the 21st century? 
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Global Influence 

23. MG cars have been manufactured in several countries outside the UK. Name one such 

country. 

24. How has the brand's British heritage been maintained in modern MG vehicles? 

25. What role has MG played in the development of sports cars globally? 

Innovation and Future 

26. What is a key focus of MG's current research and development efforts? 

27. How is MG addressing environmental concerns with its new models? 

28. Describe a feature that MG is pioneering in its latest vehicles to enhance driver 

experience. 

Trivia 

29. Which famous person was known to drive an MG? 

30. What unique feature or tradition is associated with MG Cars that fans and owners 

celebrate? 

 

Anyone up for a Drag Race? 
 

This month’s choice YouTube Video, a Drag Race! 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/embed/QWHbNi0EuLM?feature=oembed
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March Madness and Culinary Adventures at the Ottawa 
MG Club 
By Peter Sanderson 

In the grand tradition of trying new (and nostalgically old) culinary haunts, our March meeting 

took place at the intriguingly named "New Desi Zaiga," nestled within the eclectic confines of 

Carlingwood Mall. This restaurant, a phoenix risen from the ashes of the once-beloved CoBrie 

restaurant, promised an Indian affair with a twist. More on this gastronomic adventure later. 

The evening kicked off between the sacred MG hours of 5:30 

and 6:15, as Len Fortin turned historian and magician, 

conjuring up the club's illustrious past through a slide show. 

This magical journey not only spotlighted our mechanical 

beauties but also served as a sort of "Where's Waldo?" for 

members and their prized vehicles. I, for one, was transported 

back to joyous times with my Carmine red MGB, now braving 

the elements down east. 

As the slide show's nostalgia filled the air, our esteemed 

president, JP Lacroix, took the stage. With the poise of a diplomat, he navigated through 

upcoming events and the existential question of our meeting frequency. His proposal to meet 

less frequently, yet more meaningfully, sparked nods of 

agreement. After all, in the digital age, our website and 

the Dashpot can carry much of the informational load, 

allowing our gatherings to focus on camaraderie, awards, 

and, of course, welcoming both new and old faces. 

A highlight of the evening was honoring Mary Atwell for 

her 30-year love affair with the Ottawa MG Club. Len's 

slideshow tribute was a testament to Mary's enduring 

passion for MGs, making us all aspire to such dedication. 

And speaking of the Dashpot, I'm thrilled to continue as 

its shepherd, inviting all members to share their stories, 

photos, and MG musings. 

Now, onto the pièce de résistance: our dinner at New Desi Zaiga. Arriving in the sweet spot of 

5:50, I eagerly ordered mango chicken curry, anticipating a culinary delight. The scene that 

unfolded, however, was less dinner service, more strategic survival game. With over 40 

members and a full menu of over 75 items, our lone waiter and duo of chefs embarked on a 

Herculean task. As dishes sporadically emerged from the kitchen, the anticipation was palpable, 

turning each member into a hopeful contestant in the "Will I Eat Tonight?" lottery. 
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As the culinary stars would have it, Jordan and I were among the chosen ones, our orders 

arriving in a timely fashion. Jordan, diving into his Indian (not so hot) hot vindaloo chicken with 

gusto, might have momentarily forgotten his other half in the 

excitement of the meal's arrival. Poor Sarah, Jordan's better 

half, found herself embroiled in a culinary cliffhanger, her 

dinner turning into a tale of patience and longing. It wasn't until 

7:00, an entire hour later, that her Madras curry graced the 

table. Throughout this wait, one could almost hear the 

collective empathy from around our table, a silent chorus of 

support for Sarah's delayed gastronomic gratification. The 

moment her dish finally landed, the air seemed to sigh in 

relief—Sarah's dinner saga had come to a delicious close, 

albeit fashionably late. 

The sight of our lone waiter, plates in hand, became a beacon of hope, igniting silent prayers and 

hungry stares from around the room. By 7:20, as the last of the meals made their grand 

entrance, we were reminded of the adventurous spirit of the MG Club, not just on the road, but in 

the culinary wilds of Ottawa. 

Despite the logistical ballet in the kitchen, my mango chicken curry was a triumph, proving that 

sometimes, the best things in life are worth the wait (and the occasional stomach rumble). 

In conclusion, our March meeting was a blend of nostalgia, camaraderie, and unexpected 

culinary adventure, embodying the true spirit of the Ottawa MG Club. Here's to more memories, 

both on the road and at the table! 
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What to Carry in an MGB’s Boot 
By: Peter Sanderson 

 

Creating a well-thought-out list of tools and parts for the trunk of an MG, a classic British sports 

car known for its simplicity and charm as well as its need for regular maintenance, is crucial for 

any enthusiast or owner. This list aims to prepare you for common roadside repairs and 

maintenance tasks, ensuring that you can address many of the issues that might arise while on 

the road. Here’s a comprehensive list to get you started: 

 

Tools: 

1. Set of Wrenches (Spanners): Both metric and imperial, as MGs use a mixture of bolt 

sizes. 

2. Socket Set: Comprehensive, including both metric and imperial sizes. 

3. Screwdrivers: A set including various sizes of flathead and Phillips. 

4. Pliers: Including needle-nose and standard. 

5. Adjustable Wrench: Useful for odd sizes or in a pinch. 

6. Oil Filter Wrench: For changing the oil on the go. 

7. Spark Plug Socket and Gap Tool: For spark plug maintenance. 

8. Feeler Gauges: For valve adjustments and spark plug gap checks. 

9. Multimeter: For diagnosing electrical issues. 

10. Torque Wrench: For precise tightening of bolts to specification. 

11. Wire Stripper and Crimping Tool: For electrical repairs. 

12. Jumper Cables or a Portable Battery Charger: For dead battery situations. 

13. Flashlight or Headlamp: For night-time or low-light repairs. 

14. Tire Pressure Gauge and Portable Air Compressor: For maintaining proper tire pressure. 

15. Jack and Lug Wrench: Though most MGs come with these, ensure they are in good 

condition. 

16. Tow Strap: Just in case you need a tow. 

 

Parts and Consumables: 

1. Spare Tire: Ensure it’s inflated and in good condition. 

2. Tube of Grease and Oil: For lubricating parts and topping up if necessary. 

3. Coolant: A small amount for top-ups. 

4. Brake Fluid: For topping up the brake reservoir. 

5. Spare Hoses: A few of the more common ones that might fail. 

6. Hose Clamps: For emergency hose repairs. 

7. Electrical Fuses: An assortment for replacing blown fuses. 

8. Spark Plugs: A set of spares. 

9. Fan Belt: These can snap unexpectedly. 

10. Duct Tape and Zip Ties: For temporary fixes on just about anything. 
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11. Electrical Wire: A small spool for repairs and if you are really an MG enthusiast, an 

assortment of wire colors to match the applicable wiring that needs repair.  

12. Radiator Stop Leak: As a temporary measure for cooling system leaks. 

13. Fuel Filter: A spare, as clogged filter can be a common issue. 

14. Fuel Pump: Fuel pumps are friends of “Murphy”, and they often seem to die when you 

least expect it (it’s the law). 

15. Ignition Points and Condenser: (if applicable): For models with a traditional points 

ignition system. 

16. Fire Extinguisher: you may never need to use it for your car, but you might just help to 

save someone else’s car – classic or otherwise.  Having a fire extinguisher close at hand 

is the best idea, however, it should be mounted properly using a safety mount that will 

prevent it from flying around to possibly hit you on the head, in the case of an accident.  

 

Other: 

1. Work Gloves: To protect your hands during repairs. 

2. Rags and Hand Cleaner: For cleanup after the job is done. 

3. Owner’s Manual and Repair Guide: For troubleshooting and repair instructions. 

4. List of Emergency Contact Numbers: Including roadside assistance and local 

mechanics familiar with MGs. Contact NAMGBR for such a list of MG owners willing to 

help throughout Canada and the United States. 

5. Water and Snacks: In case you're stranded for a while. 

6. A Good Sense of Humor: Because when all is said and done, it's the adventures and 

stories you'll cherish. Besides, you didn't seriously think the boot was for luggage in an 

MGB, did you? 

 

This kit aims to cover the basics and some specifics to the MG’s unique needs. The exact 

contents might vary based on your particular MG model, the condition of your vehicle, and your 

mechanical skills. It’s also a good idea to periodically check the tools and parts for wear and 

ensure consumables are not past their use date. 

 

The following publications may be downloaded from the OMGC Website and is yet another 

benefit of Club membership. 

 

• A handy Roadside Repair Booklet to print and keep in your MG – Click Here 
• More on roadside troubleshooting and repairs – Click Here 

  

http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/OMGC_ROADSIDE_REPAIR_4_full_sized_pages-2.pdf
http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/OMGC_Roadside_Repair_Booklet_2_sided_half_page_small_booket-1.pdf
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Member’s Profiles Wanted 
When I took the helm of Dashpot in 2022, Member’s Profiles instantly became fan favorites. 

Each profile comes to life with a portrait alongside one or two snaps of the member’s MG. Eager 

to share your story? Simply submit your photos and respond to our profile queries. Or, if you 

prefer, share your passion for MGs and your journey to becoming a part of the OMGC family. 

 

1.  Describe your first experience with an MG, and how old were you? 

2.  How many MGs have you owned? (List them) 

3.  Which MG was your favorite? 

4.  Talk about the most challenging repairs and/or break downs you have experienced with your 

MG: 

5. Are you a Daily Driver, a tourer, a fair-weather driver or just an event driver? 

6. Do you generally ride alone, or do you have a navigator? If you have a navigator, who is 

she/he? 

7.  Dare share an awkward or embarrassing MG Moment? 

8.  What is the best place an MG has taken you? (Describe the journey) 

9.  Tell us why you drive an MG? 

10. If I could grant you one MG driving wish, what would that be? 

 

 

Member Mark Evenchic’s 1932 MG J2 


