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Ottawa MG Club’s 2024 Event Highlights 
 
JUNE  
 
12 – OMGC Cars & Coffee  
26 – OMGC Cars & Coffee  
 
JULY 
  
1 – OMGC Monte Carleton Rally  
6 – OMGC Picnic  
10 – OMGC Cars & Coffee  
13 – ABCD Ottawa  
18 – OMGC Monthly Meeting  
20 – OMGC BBQ  
24 – OMGC Cars & Coffee  
 
AUGUST  
 
2 – Glengarry Games British Car Show  
4 – OMGC Summer Run  
7 – OMGC Cars & Coffee 
21 – OMGC Cars & Coffee  
23-25 – MG101Fest – Belleville  
 

 
SEPTEMBER  
 
11 – OMGC Cars & Coffee  
19 – OMGC Monthly Meeting  
22 – Merrickville European Classic Car 
Show  
25 – OMGC Cars & Coffee  
 
OCTOBER  
 
6 – OMGC Fall Colour Run  
 
NOVEMBER 
  
21 – OMGC Monthly Meeting  
24 – OMGC Trivia Challenge  
 
DECEMBER  
 
7 – OMGC Festive Party  
 

2024 Hudson Auto Show 
It is with great pleasure that we announce the 2024 Hudson Auto Show.  This year’s show will 

take place on Saturday, August 24, 2024, from 9am to 5 pm. 

Incidentally, Hudson Day will also be happening in town, it will be an exciting day – not to be 

missed! For the first time, the Hudson Auto Show will be held at St. Thomas Park (behind the 

school) entrance via rue Blenkinship. 

To participate, please send us by return of email, your name, phone number, the make and 

model of your vehicle. The cost of participation will be $10.00 per vehicle.  

Upon arrival, the volunteers at the gate will collect your payment, direct you to your parking spot 

and the registration table. 

Hope to see you on August 24th. – Praying for a marvelous sunny day! 

Joseph Eletr, Hudson Auto Show – 514-891-7316 

 

P.S. Please follow our Facebook page, Hudson Auto Show, for all further announcements.  

http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/?m=20240612
http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/?m=20240626
http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/?m=20240701
http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/?m=20240706
http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/?m=20240713
http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/?m=20240718
http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/?m=20240720
http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/?m=20240802
http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/?m=20240823
http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/?m=20240919
http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/?m=20240922
http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/?m=20240922
http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/?m=20241006
http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/?m=20241121
http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/?m=20241124
http://www.omgc.info/wordpress/?m=20241207
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WANTED – NEEDED – SOUGHT 

AFTER - DESIRED – NECESSARY 

PLEASE CONSIDER STEPPING UP! 

OMGC Executive Team and their MGs 
 

 

 

J-P Lacroix 
OMGC President 
vicepresident@omgc.info 
Member since 2006 

1969 MGB-GT 
1969 MG 
Midget 

Acts as CEO of the Club. Presides 
over all meetings. Ensures 
relationships are maintained with 
other clubs, national and 
international MG Registers, groups, 
and resources.  

 

Position Vacant 
Vice-President 
Wanted@OMGC.Now  

 

Assumes responsibilities of the 
President in his/her absence. 
Arranges monthly meeting locations. 
Posts driving routes on the website. 

 

Len Fortin 
Webmaster 
webbie@omgc.info 
Member Since 1990 

1960 MGA 
1977 MGB 
1973 MGB 

Maintains the website and ensures 
the Club calendar is up to date. 
Dispatches broadcasts as necessary, 
in conjunction with the Comms 
Director. 

 

Trish Adams 
Club Regalia 
regalia@omgc.info  
Member Since 2008 

1970 MGB 
1973 MGB-GT 

Manages the sale, ordering and 
delivery of Club regalia items. 

 

Jeff Cohen 
Treasurer 
treasurer@omgc.info  
Member Since 2014 

1970 MGB 
1977 MG 
Midget 

Manages/maintains the Club’s 
financial records. Posts quarterly 
reports on the website. 

 

Julie Westland 
Membership 
membership@omgc.info 
Member Since 2010 

1974 MGB 
1970 MGB0-GT 
1967 MGB-GT- 
Special 
 

Manages/maintains the Club’s 
Membership database. Provides new 
members with welcome/orientation 
package. Coordinates distribution of 
Club calendar to renewing and new 
members. 

 

Mike Price 
Technical Director 
technical@omgc.info  
Member Since 1987 

1969 MGC-GT 
and a 1974 
MGB 

Coordinates meetings/sessions with 
facilities and capable members to 
address MG issues of a technical 
nature. Liaises with related 
businesses/skilled resources. 

 

  

mailto:vicepresident@omgc.info
mailto:Wanted@OMGC.Now
mailto:webbie@omgc.info
mailto:regalia@omgc.info
mailto:treasurer@omgc.info
mailto:membership@omgc.info
mailto:technical@omgc.info
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Proper Use of the Manual Choke 
By John Twist 

 

The manual choke, fitted in the upper right-hand corner of the facia on older “B,” “C,” and Midget 

models, controls two distinct functions of the SU carburetors.  First, it speeds up the idle.  On 

some models, one can feel the throttle pedal being pulled away from the foot as the choke is 

pulled out.  The first third of the travel of the choke cable works the fast idle only.  The second 

two-thirds control the mixture enrichment as well as the fast idle. 

 

The second function Is the mixture enrichment.  The colder the engine and the surrounding air, 

the greater the need for more gasoline to be mixed with the air for combustion.  As the engine 

warms, the need for a richer mixture lessens. 

 

When starting the MG, always pull the choke out completely (unless the engine is still very warm 

from recent running).  Most cables will withdraw as much as two inches.  Once the engine has 

started, the driver must release the choke in small increments as the engine warms.  The trick is 

to release the choke at the proper rate.  If released too soon, the engine will cough and spit, 

especially under acceleration.  If released too slowly, the engine will “load up” and run roughly, 

especially while idling at stop signs or red lights. 

 

By the time the temperature is half was between cold and normal, the choke can usually be 

released completely.  If the choke is left out too long, the extra gasoline can mix with the engine 

oil by “washing down” the cylinder walls and can cause lubrication problems. 

 

© University Motors Press  1st 1979  11/10/14 jht 

Gearbox Lubricants & Capacities 
Supplied by John Twist 

Model Imp Pints US Pints Litres Specification 
TC 1 ½  0.90 140 Hypoid 

TD/TF 1 ¼ 1 ½ 0.70 80/90 Hypoid 
MGA / MGB 3 Synchro STD 4 ½ 5 ½ 2.60 20W/50 

MGB 3 Synchro OD 5 1/3 6 3.36 20W/50 
MGB 4 Synchro 5 ¼ 6 3.00 20W/50 

MGB 4 Synchro OD 6 7 3.40 20W/50 
SPRIDGET 948 / 1275 2 ¼ 2 ¾ 1.30 20W/50 

MIDGET  1500 1 ½ 1 ¾ 0.85 80/90 or 90/140 Hypoid 
 

 



 

Page 6 of 32 
 

What A Day for A “Drive Your MG-eh! Day” 
By Len Fortin 

Barry and Lyn Winch did a spectacular job organizing this annual run. The Drive Your MGA Day 

event date is set by the North American MGA Register. It is usually in the middle of our own 

Club’s busy calendar, which risks a low participation level. And the weather forecast leading up 

to the May 4th date looked very, very 

bad! [rain, rain and more rain was in the 

forecast]. So, a decision was made to 

make a GO or NO GO decision on the 

morning of the planned run. As it turned 

out, the threat of rain had diminished to 

pretty much zero – only the clouds 

would be all around our sky space, 

giving us a clear indicator to start our 

engines and get on the road. 

About 12 cars participated in this event. And the route had quite a bunch of great driving roads. 

Twisty and turny, and uppy and downy. Just what an MG is made for. We started at the Food 

Basics in Kemptville and followed the “2nd Car Falls Back” routine. This works quite well to keep 

us together…… unless an unexpected technical session pops up. And it did! Len & Deb’s 1977 

MGB suddenly just lost power and pulled over to the side of the road along the River Road. Good 

thing Todd & Jen Steeves were following, because Todd had his tools and expertise ready to 

search out the cause of this failure. 

The usual steps of checking fuel and 

spark were conducted with no 

apparent faults. Then some electrical 

voltage testing – with nothing out of 

the ordinary. And last, a check of the 

distributor cap tightness…. That was 

when it became clear the wire from 

the coil to the cap has come loose. 

With some quick review of the recent 

road condition, we determined that 

last large bump in the road had 

popped the wire off the coil. So, a 

quick reattachment and we were on 

the way. [many thanks to Dave Adams 

who was patiently waiting at his “2nd Car Falls Back” position for almost 25 minutes]. 

I understand there was some sort of issue with Bob Corrall’s MGB in another location along the 

route, but I never did find out what that was all about. 
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The brief stop at Jones Falls was just that…. Brief. Just enough time for a leg stretch and a head 

count, and then we were on our way. At the destination location, in Inverary, there was a most 

excellent bakery shop. [Lavallees Cookery] Top notch quality items of all flavours and sizes. 

Time for a wee drink of water or soda or coffee and a few bites on bakery heavenly stuff. [and 

pretty much everyone brough some very flavourful items to bring home] 

Some 75 miles (or 122kms) of Drive Your MG-eh! Day was successfully covered on this great 

driving event. You can find the route instructions and some pictures up on the OMGC website. 

 

The MG-eh 2024 Route: 
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More Pictures 
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AutoJumble – May 11th, 2024 
Reported by Jennifer Steeves on Facebook 

Here are some pictures from yesterday’s successful AutoJumble. Nice to see some different 

cars on display and other OMGCer’s making the drive to Odessa on the hunt for deals. 
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All About The “CARS and COFFEE” Gathering on 
Wednesday, May 22 
By Len Fortin 

First let me say this about the City of Ottawa Park known as Claudette Cain Park… 

It is reasonably central in terms of being able to get to, from the West or the East or the South of 

the Ottawa area. But it might be considered tough to locate as there are no signs directing 

people to the North parking lot. Club member Terry Haines, who lives just a few kilometers from 

the park, told me he drove by the North entrance twice before realizing he missed the entry. 

The grounds are very nice, with shady trees and cool grass to enjoy the gathering. But the issue 

of litter is significant – Trish Adams and I arrived at a quarter past 10 and spent time picking up, 

and disposing of, quite a lot of items that thoughtless people had discarded on the ground…. 

With trash buckets available and in plain sight. Some park users just don’t get it. People…. 

Please put your trash in the buckets provided!!! 

The portable potty was a disgrace. Looked like it not been serviced in quite some time. Enough 

said! 

I will send my comments to the City of Ottawa, but I’m not sure they will listen. 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 

So…. Now, about the dozen or so OMGCers 

who ‘gathered’ at this edition of “Cars and 

Coffee”. 

Great story telling and chit-chatting all 

around. Every one of them based on factual 

incidents. (at least I think so!). Each 

participant brought along a cup of coffee, 

and there was a selection of 3 different kinds 

of cookies to munch on. A couple of bonnets 

did get opened up and there was one peek 

into a boot. A very enjoyable couple of hours, 

at a nice spot, with fellow OMGCers. 

Cars and Coffee gatherings will continue through the summer months, so be watchful so you 

know where they are going to be conducted. And come on out to enjoy these special gatherings. 
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CARS and COFFEE  
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OMGC at the Hudson British Car Show  
By Bill Bradley 

A small contingent from the Ottawa MG Club attended the Hudson British Car Show on Sunday 

May 26th, 2024. There were three cars from Ottawa. We enjoyed fantastic weather, a scenic 

drive, a great show, and excellent company. Here are a few pictures to share the experience. 
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The Paul Williams Run – 2024 
 

Trish Adams – This year’s Paul Williams 

Memorial Drive was well-attended, meticulously 

organized, and flawlessly executed, as always by 

Jordan and Sarah. It was Polly’s turn to be doing 

the boosting for a change.  The two guys on a 

biking tour thought it was hilarious that one of 

them was getting a boost from a 54-year-old 

British sports car, owned by a going-on 74-year-

old British lady! 

Jennifer Steeves – The Paul William’s Memorial Run Weekend is now in the history books. A fun 

filled event with perfect weather, roads and old friends catching up. The LBC’s were mostly tops 

down the entire time. Thanks so much to Jordan and Sarah for organizing another successful 

event.  

Click the Picture Below To Watch Video 

  

https://www.youtube.com/embed/uQZPbD7pKfM?feature=oembed


 

Page 14 of 32 
 

Photo by Todd Steeves 

Posted on Facebook - Lunch stop at the winery. 

 

Photo Submitted by Sarah Arscott 
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Vintage Racing Event at Tremblant 
By Bruce Covington  

Recently, I attended a thrilling Vintage Racing event at Tremblant. Notably, I was the sole 

representative from the OMGC at this exciting gathering. 

During the event, I had the pleasure of meeting several members of the Montreal MG Car Club 

(MMGCC), who brought along their impressive MG racing vehicles. The camaraderie and shared 

passion for MG cars made the event even more memorable. 

Below are some pictures capturing the essence and excitement of the races. To add more 

context to these photos, I reached out to the MMGCC for help in identifying the vehicles and 

connecting them to the drivers who raced at Tremblant. 

Here is the response from the MMGCC: 

Audette Racing # 37 

 

Phil Cooper # 62 
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Duncan Taylor #42 

 

Jody LeClair # 212 

 

Jon Nichols # 27 
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Montreal MG Car Club Racing Team 

 

 

We are grateful for the collaboration and look forward to more such engaging events in the 

future. The connections and friendships formed through our shared love for MG cars continue to 

enrich our experiences and strengthen our community. 

 

A Few Funnies to Fill in the White Space: 

1. Why did the MG owner become a professional juggler? Because they were already used to 

juggling repair bills! 

2. How do you know an MG owner is in the room? Don’t worry, they’ll tell you all about their 

latest restoration project! 

3. Why do MG owners never get lost? Because they spend so much time broken down, 

they’ve memorized every roadside! 
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A Few Pictures of the Racing at Tremblant 

   

   

   

    

 



 

Page 19 of 32 
 

The Restoration of a 1938 MG TA Tickford – Part 2 
By Peter Sanderson 

The MG TA Tickford arrived for evaluation, and Steve has carefully outlined the necessary steps 

for its restoration. It's important to note that restoring a classic car like this is neither a quick nor 

simple task. Steve plans to allocate a certain 

number of hours each month to this project. 

This approach ensures he can manage his 

workload effectively, addressing other 

critical projects involving British cars, while 

also adhering to the budget set by Bill 

Curnoe. 

As Received Condition: 

• Body and Structure: The car exhibits significant body wear and rust damage, particularly 

along the lower sections of the chassis, footwells, and wheel arches. Paint is largely 

faded and flaking, with exposed primer and bare metal. The wooden frame elements 

visible under the body panels suggest potential rot and degradation. 

• Interior: The interior is stripped down with missing seats, and the dashboard is 

incomplete with some instruments missing or in disrepair. Floor panels show extensive 

rusting and will need replacement. 

• Mechanical Components: The engine and mechanical parts are present but show signs 

of heavy use and potential neglect, with surface rust and grime on many components. 

The car is not in running condition, and the mechanical reliability is questionable without 

further detailed inspection. 

• Electrical System: Wiring is outdated and visibly deteriorated, suggesting a need for a 

complete rewiring job to meet safety and operational standards. 

Restoration Tasks: 

 

1. Chassis and Body Restoration: 

• Full assessment of rust damage and structural integrity. 

• Replacement of rusted-through metal sheets and structural components. 

• Treatment of all metal parts for rust prevention. 

• Repair or replacement of the wooden frame where necessary. 

2. Engine and Mechanical Overhaul: 

• Complete disassembly and cleaning of the engine and drivetrain components. 

• Replacement or refurbishment of worn mechanical parts (e.g., bearings, seals, 

gaskets). 

• Restoration or replacement of the braking system. 
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• Overhaul of the suspension system including springs, dampers, and linkages. 

3. Interior Refurbishment: 

• Reupholstering or replacing seats. 

• Restoration or replacement of the dashboard and all instrumentation. 

• Installation of new floor panels and interior lining. 

4. Electrical System Rebuild: 

• Complete rewiring of the vehicle. 

• Updating lighting fixtures and electrical controls to modern standards while 

maintaining original design where possible. 

5. Exterior Finishing: 

• Stripping old paint, priming, and repainting with high-quality automotive paint. 

• Chrome refinishing or replacement of external trim and decorative elements. 

• Restoration or replacement of glass components where necessary. 

6. Final Assembly and Testing: 

• Reassembly of all components with attention to detail, ensuring all parts function 

harmoniously. 

• Road testing to ensure mechanical and electrical systems operate reliably. 

• Final adjustments based on test results before final detailing. 

 

This restoration will be comprehensive, aiming to bring the car back to its original glory and 

possibly enhancing certain features for improved performance and reliability. 

The Restoration Process Begins 
Restoring an MG Tickford begins with a meticulous assessment to determine necessary repairs. 

This essential first step involves completely disassembling the car down to its basic elements, 

starting with the frame. Constructed from simple angle iron, the frame's basic design 

contradicts the complexity of the challenges it poses. 

To evaluate the frame's condition thoroughly, 

Steve moved the disassembled Tickford 

outdoors for a comprehensive sandblasting 

session. This technique stripped the frame 

down to its bare metal, exposing the full 

extent of rust damage and setting the stage 

for the restoration. 

The frame, significantly compromised by rust, 

required extensive reconstruction, tackled 

one section at a time. This involved precision 

cutting and shaping of the angle iron to 

replicate the dimensions of the original frame. 

Steve describes the technique as "Heat and Bend," underscoring the artisanal skill of 



 

Page 21 of 32 
 

blacksmithing required in this process. During the restoration, most sections of the frame were 

rebuilt. This often required the temporary assembly of mating components to ensure that the 

new segments were not only accurate in size but also correctly aligned at the necessary angles 

prior to welding into place. This precision guaranteed a perfect fit for the other sections and 

assembly parts. 

 

Each replacement section was crafted with great care. Holes and threads were later drilled in 

precise alignment with their original positions to accommodate the reassembly of other 

components. The accompanying photographs highlight the remanufactured frame, with each 

section welded individually, showcasing the meticulous detail and dedication demanded by 

such a project. Interestingly, the rear angle iron remained original, having resisted rust unlike 

most of the frame. It seems that parts of the frame extending front to back, possibly in closer 

contact with wood, were more susceptible to rot—though exceptions to this pattern did occur. 

Ultimately, any section affected by rust had to be replaced, underscoring the extensive nature of 

this restoration. 
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How on Earth Did They Tune Cars Before the Computer 
Was Invented? 
Submitted by Deb Fortin 
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Useful Tool for Handling Twin SU Carburetors (HIF4 or HS4) 
By Michael Cooke OMGC May 2024 

I found myself needing to remove the HIF4 carburetors from my 1973 MGB 18V engine. 

Reason 1. 

Inspect the carburetors, especially the float bowls and workings for signs of grit/dirt that might 

be causing fuel overflow. Probably a result of changing the old fuel pipe and clamps. 

Reason 2. 

To make it easier to get to the front and rear tappet covers to reseal their gaskets to try and 

eliminate oil leaks. 

As a basis for this effort, I did NOT want to have to re-tune the carburetors. At all!! 

To make it easy to remove the carbs with minimum effort and to not lose tuning I used the item 

in the 1st picture. 

I removed the air cleaner cans, bolted on the piece of wood 

where the cans had been. I then disconnected only what was 

necessary to facilitate lifting the carburetor set off the engine: 

fuel line, overflow line and choke cable. Hopefully I shouldn’t’t 

have to re-tune. 

Since I was investigating fuel overflow I put that setup on the 

bench, removed the HIF4 bowl bases and checked the working 

and cleanliness of everything. I might have discovered a 

couple of v. small black bits in the Viton/needle. Probably caused by me changing fuel line 

clamps. I expect it wouldn’t’ allow the float to shut off fuel flow. In the next few days, I plan to 

run water through a spare fuel pump then through the carbs to see if anything unusual pops up. 

Some previous owner must have treated these HIF4s as HS4s and used fine thread bolts to 

secure the cans, hence ruining the HIF coarse threads. I currently use a backing nut where 

needed but might re-tap them with Heli-coils. I don’t have the courage for that today!! 

To do that I will bolt the piece of wood in the 2nd picture onto the back of the unit and then 

remove the first piece of wood - to maintain the setup integrity. Then I can tap the holes in the 

carbs that hold the cans. 
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The essential dimension for the first 

piece is: 

Four 3/8” (or slightly larger) holes on a 

common center line. 

Spacing is 2 1/2” between holes 1&2, 

and 3&4 Between holes 2&3 is 4 

13/16”. All centre to centre.  

Bolts are full-thread 2” with nuts to tighten and clamp wood onto 

carburetor flange (pic 3). Choose thread to match carburetor type (see 

warning in paragraph above). 

 

Making An OEM Style Accelerator Cable for An MGB 
by Michael Cooke OMGC May 2024 

Chrome Bumper MGBs left the factory with a green accelerator 

cable. Rubber Bumper MGBs with Stromberg carburetors had a 

blue cable. 

I have seen red and yellow cables (Australian). 

RHD cars had a longer cable to cross the engine bay. 

These coloured cables are no longer available. The modern 

replacements are black. For a smoother cable and some green 

‘bling’ you can make your own. Any colour you wish! 

The components are readily 

available. Pic 2. Care is required cutting to length and 

preventing the cable wire unravelling. 

The inner cable, made of stainless steel, is a bicycle brake 

cable. The cable sheath is a black brake cable sheath with a 

Teflon liner (Shimano brand, etc.) and a bike brake ferrule on 

one end. A few $. 

 

The colour is 1/4” heat shrink tube, your colour. Online. A few $. 
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Buy the cable at your local bike shop, cut to 30”. Buy the sheath cut by the bike shop, and get a 

ferrule: The LHD OEM length was 21”. I cut the one fitted in pic.1 to 23” 

for easier radius and less friction. Probably not necessary. 

Cut the length of heat shrink to match the sheath less a) the ferrule 

length, which goes in the guide on the firewall, and b) enough exposed 

black sheath to fit in the accelerator receiver/adjuster. Pics 3 & 4. 

Heat shrink the coloured tube onto the black sheath. Partly done in pic 

3. 

Install the SS cable from the accelerator pedal, through the bulkhead 

and through the now-coloured sheath from the ferrule end. Affix the 

other end to the accelerator lever on the carburetor(s) via the adjustor 

tube. 

Use a split pin on the accelerator pedal to stop the cable nipple jumping off since the bike cable 

nipple is not the same shape as the original. Pic 5. 

The piece de resistance is to clamp a bicycle cable-end nipple to the raw end of the SS cable 

(source: bike shop, many colours). Pic 6. 

 

 

Interesting Facts to Fill in the White Space: 

Early Innovation: MG was among the first to introduce a crossflow cylinder head in their engines. 

This design, first seen in the MG TC, improved engine efficiency and performance.  
MG and the War Effort: During World War II, the MG factory in Abingdon produced military 

equipment, including tank and aircraft parts, instead of cars. 
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The British Invasion, or bust! 
(Almost “bust” but Ottawa MG Club members save the day!!) 

By Trish Adams 

 

Once upon a sunny Friday morning in mid-September, a group of ten MGs left Kemptville, 

Ontario, en route to Stowe, Vermont, for the annual British Invasion Car Show.   

The plan was to have a short stop in Ogdensburg so people could stock up in the Duty-Free 

shop, fill up with ethanol-free gas, pick up packages at the UPS store, etc. etc., and then move on 

at 9.30 to be in Potsdam for breakfast at 10.30.  Good plan …. except that one car almost at the 

back of the convoy experienced a problem that caused its engine to die before we even got to 

the 416, about half a kilometer distant!   

That was my car, Polly Blue.  I managed to get her started again and, along with three other cars 

that had stopped with me, quickly caught up with the convoy.  A few minutes later, Polly died 

again, and we coasted onto the shoulder. 

Bill and Linda Bradley pulled in behind me, and Paul Williams** and Sue ahead of me stopped 

and backed up to see what the problem was.  I told Bill and Paul that I thought it could be the 

fuel pump, which had been having issues the previous week, but David said he’d fixed it.   

Paul said, “Well that’s OK, we can deal with that”, got a wrench out of his toolbox, laid down and 

reached under Polly, and gave her fuel pump a few gentle taps and she was good to go.  Five 

minutes later she died again. 

Bill and Linda stopped, so did Paul and Sue – the convoy kept going.  Paul got his wrench – tap 

tap tap – off we go ….. for another five minutes ….. and another five minutes …. you get the 

picture. 

By this time, I’m in tears and saying I should just call CAA and get towed home before we cross 

the border so I don’t spoil it for everyone else.  Meanwhile, Sue has called Jordan, who’s leading 

the convoy to let him know what’s going on and to ask everyone to wait at the UPS store. Jordan 

says, “Tell Trish to dry her eyes and keep going because I have a spare fuel pump we can fit after 

breakfast.”  Encouraged by this news, we staggered on to the UPS store, and met the others.  

Polly and I, along with Paul and Sue and Bill and Linda, lost the convoy again soon after we left 

Ogdensburg because she died three or four more times between there and Potsdam.  One stop 

was on a road with barely any shoulder, and we were on a curve – not a safe place for a 

roadside tech session.  Fortunately, a State Trooper happened along and stopped to see if we 

needed help, and then positioned his big black truck alongside us, with lights flashing, so that 

other vehicles had to stop and take turns going by slowly in single file.    
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Eventually, Polly and I limped into the parking lot of our breakfast restaurant, still escorted by 

Paul and Sue, with Bill and Linda watching our back. 

After breakfast, we all went out to the parking lot, the guys assembled the required equipment – 

including three other spare fuel pumps besides Jordan’s – and Catherine produced a couple of 

bricks to use as chocks.  Key message: whatever else is in your trunk, you should always have a 

spare fuel pump, and some house bricks! 

Mike Westland kindly agreed that Polly could borrow his spare fuel pump, which was duly 

installed by Jordan, assisted by Adrian and Mike, supervised by the rest of the gang.   

Once Polly had all her wheels back on the ground, the mechanics went and cleaned up and off 

we went to Stowe with no further problems. 

** FYI: This is the Paul Williams whom we will be honouring with our drive to Gananoque on May 

25/26 – this is a perfect example of the kinda guy he was – always ready to give his time and 

expertise to help anyone.  

Thanks again, Paul.             

 

  

 

 

 

 

A big thank you to Jordan 
and Sarah (who had to 
travel the rest of the way 
with Jordan smelling 
strongly of gasoline); Mike 
and Julie, Adrian and 
Alexander, Paul and Sue, 
Bill and Linda, Catherine, 
Bob, Dave, Doug and 
Karen, for being there for 
Polly and me. If not for you, 
we would have been going 
home before we even got to 
the border. 
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As it was, we had a gorgeous 
drive to Stowe, a weekend of 
fun and friendship at a 
wonderful show, and another 
gorgeous drive home.  I’m so 
glad we didn’t miss it…. 

…. and I’m actually quite glad 
that David decided not to come 
this year, because that meant I 
got to drive over Smuggler’s 
Notch – both ways!   
Vroom … Vroom!!  But watch 
out for those narrow bends and 
crazy rocks! 
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YouTube Videos of the Month 
FIRST DRIVE: MG Cyberster - 335bhp, £50k, RWD and Scissor Doors! 

By Top Gear 

 

 

10 Facts about the MGB you may not know! 
By Classic MGB 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/embed/TbTXrhA5DJ0?feature=oembed
https://www.youtube.com/embed/5U_j9WKR0SM?feature=oembed
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Preserving Tradition vs. Embracing Innovation: Navigating 
the Future of MG Classics 
By Peter Sanderson 

For enthusiasts of classic MG cars, the decision between maintaining a stock configuration and 

pursuing modern modifications presents a compelling dilemma. These iconic vehicles, known 

for their unmistakable British heritage and engaging driving dynamics, serve as more than just 

transportation; they are a passion and a portal to a bygone era. This article delves deeper into 

the contrasting philosophies of preserving the historical authenticity of MG cars versus 

enhancing them with contemporary upgrades, exploring the merits, challenges, and cultural 

significance of each approach. 

The Case for Preserving Authenticity 

Preservation of Historical Value: Classic MGs are celebrated not only for their aesthetic appeal 

but also for their engineering and cultural significance. By maintaining a stock configuration, 

enthusiasts preserve these vehicles as historical artifacts, true to the era they were built in. This 

approach respects the original craftsmanship and intentions of the MG manufacturers and 

maintains the vehicle as a piece of automotive history. 

Investment and Resale Value: Cars that remain true to their original specifications often 

command higher values in the collector market. This is particularly pertinent for rare models or 

those with notable histories (e.g., racing pedigree or celebrity ownership). Such vehicles, when 

preserved in stock condition, can be significant investments, attracting purists who value 

originality above all. 

Authenticity in Community Events: For many MG enthusiasts, part of the joy of ownership 

includes participation in club events, classic car shows, and concours competitions, where 

authenticity is highly prized. Here, the original condition of a car can be a critical factor in its 

reception and success, with judges often giving higher marks for well-preserved examples that 

accurately reflect their original state. 

The Case for Embracing Modern Modifications 

Enhanced Performance and Safety: Modern automotive technology offers significant 

improvements in performance, efficiency, and safety. By incorporating modern engines, 

transmissions, or brake systems, an MG can be transformed into a vehicle that’s safer and more 

enjoyable to drive. This is particularly appealing for those who use their MGs as daily drivers or 

who participate in modern traffic conditions where increased performance and reliability are 

necessary. 

Increased Comfort and Reliability: Upgrading an MG with modern conveniences such as better 

heating systems, sound insulation, and comfortable seating can greatly enhance the driving 

experience, making these classic cars more suitable for longer journeys or varied climates. 
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Similarly, reliability can be improved through upgrades like electronic fuel injection, modern 

electrical systems, and more robust cooling systems, reducing the traditional downtime 

associated with classic car ownership. 

Customization and Personalization: Modifying an MG provides an opportunity for owners to 

express their individuality through their vehicle, tailoring it to their personal preferences and 

lifestyle needs. This might include aesthetic modifications like custom paint jobs or interior 

redesigns, or more substantial mechanical upgrades. Each modified car becomes a unique 

reflection of its owner, potentially increasing its sentimental value. 

Striking a Harmonious Balance 

Many MG owners find a middle ground, making thoughtful, reversible modifications that 

enhance usability while respecting the vehicle’s heritage. This approach allows for 

personalization and improved performance without permanently altering the car’s character. For 

example, some owners choose to install modern audio systems hidden within vintage-looking 

radios or use bolt-on upgrades that can be easily removed if needed. 

Conclusion: A Spectrum of Choices 

The debate between keeping MGs completely stock and modifying them for enhanced 

performance and comfort is ultimately a reflection of the broader classic car culture, which 

values both preservation and innovation. Each approach offers its own set of benefits and 

speaks to different aspects of what it means to be an MG enthusiast. 

Whether choosing to maintain a classic MG in its original glory or to adapt it to modern 

standards, the decision should align with the owner's intentions, lifestyle, and passion. By 

understanding the implications and opportunities of each choice, MG owners can make 

informed decisions that maximize their enjoyment and pride in their classic cars, ensuring that 

these beloved vehicles continue to captivate and inspire for generations to come. 

 

 

Member Scott Doran-Veevers’ 1979 MG Midget
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