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Ottawa MG Club’s 2024 Event Highlights

AUGUST
OCTOBER
2 — Glengarry Games British Car Show
4 — OMGC Summer Run 6 — OMGC Fall Colour Run
7 — OMGC Cars & Coffee
21 — OMGC Cars & Coffee NOVEMBER
23-25 — MG101Fest — Belleville

21 - OMGC Monthly Meeting
SEPTEMBER 24 — OMGC Trivia Challenge

11 — OMGC Cars & Coffee DECEMBER

19 — OMGC Monthly Meeting

22 — Merrickville European Classic Car Show 7 — OMGC Festive Party
25 — OMGC Cars & Coffee

Discover Hidden Gems! Share Your MG Adventures!

Calling all OMGC adventurers! We know our MGs are the perfect companions for exploring the
scenic routes and charming spots around Ottawa. Have you stumbled upon a hidden gem on
your travels? Found the perfect road that twists and turns just right? Or maybe a quaint café or
stunning lookout that deserves a visit?

We want to hear about your favorite MG journeys! Whether it's a day trip or a weekend escape,
share your routes, must-see stops, and best dining experiences. Let's inspire each other with
new adventures and create a guide of the best drives around our beautiful region.

Send your stories, tips, and photos to peter.sanderson@outlook.com. Let’s hit the road and
explore Ottawa together!

Simple Example:

Destination: Nautica Grill & Wine (https://www.nauticagrill.com/)

Highlights: This restaurant evokes the charm of a coastal getaway, reminiscent of Cape Cod or
Maine. The menu offers a delightful variety that caters to all tastes. Keep in mind that Nautica is
only open for breakfast and lunch. | highly recommend trying the Butternut Squash Ravioli and
be sure to ask for extra parmesan. For a lighter option, the NISI Salad is a delicious choice.

Recommended Route: As you head south, try getting on highway 43 then turn south onto
highway 11. Nice curves and beautiful scenery.
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OMGC Executive Team and their MGs

WANTED - NEEDED - SOUGHT
AFTER - DESIRED - NECESSARY

/PLEASE CONSIDER STEPPING UP!

J-P Lacroix
OMGC President

d

1969 MGB-GT
1969 MG
Midget

Acts as CEO of the Club. Presides
over all meetings. Ensures
relationships are maintained with
other clubs, national and international
MG Registers, groups, and resources.

Position Vacant
Vice-President
Wanted@OMGC.Now

™ —

2

Assumes responsibilities of the
President in his/her absence.
Arranges monthly meeting locations.
Posts driving routes on the website.

Len Fortin
Webmaster
webbie@omgc.info
Member Since 1990

1960 MGA
1977 MGB
1973 MGB

Maintains the website and ensures
the Club calendar is up to date.
Dispatches broadcasts as necessary,
in conjunction with the Comms
Director.

Trish Adams

Club Regalia
regalia@omgc.info
Member Since 2008

1970 MGB
1973 MGB-GT

Manages the sale, ordering and
delivery of Club regalia items.

Jeff Cohen
Treasurer
treasurer@omgc.info
Member Since 2014

1970 MGB
1977 MG
Midget

Manages/maintains the Club’s
financial records. Posts quarterly
reports on the website.

Julie Westland
Membership

membership@omagc.info

Member Since 2010

1974 MGB
1970 MGBO-GT
1967 MGB-GT-
Special

Manages/maintains the Club’s
Membership database. Provides new
members with welcome/orientation
package. Coordinates distribution of
Club calendar to renewing and new
members.

Mike Price

Technical Director
technical@omgc.info
Member Since 1987

1969 MGC-GT
and a 1974
MGB

Coordinates meetings/sessions with
facilities and capable members to
address MG issues of a technical
nature. Liaises with related
businesses/skilled resources.

Page 4 of 36



mailto:president@omgc.info
mailto:Wanted@OMGC.Now
mailto:webbie@omgc.info
mailto:regalia@omgc.info
mailto:treasurer@omgc.info
mailto:membership@omgc.info
mailto:technical@omgc.info

An Update on the Australians Traveling Across Canada

Submitted By Jennifer Steeves

Up To Speed with Faith Fundal

A crew of vintage sports car enthusiasts from England and Australia are on the road trip of a lifetime - and are

stopping in Winnipeg!

b—‘: Flay Epizsode r.: Share Epsadse

Has your car ever broken down on a road trip? Thankfully, most repair shops Ca take care of a flat tire or broken AC. But what if you're driving a 50-year-ald

vintage sports car? Or FIVE 50-year-old vintage sports cars? Guest host Chloe Friesen learns about a unique cross-country trek taking 5 MGB GT cars across
Canada.

Aired: Juby 17, 2024

.L".!n'!."s“\

MGB - MGB GT - MGF - MG TF
MG MIDGET - MG ZR
MG ZS - MG ZT - MONTEGO - MAESTRO

ALL THE

PARTS
g rtiems  YOU NEED °

FROM THE SMALLEST
NUT & BOLT TO AN ENTIRE # q
BODYSHELL & EVERYTHING e~

IN-BETWEEN eae .

QUALITY PARTS & ACCESSORIES

@ FAST & RELIABLE WORLDWIDE DELIVERY
: EXTENSIVE WEBSITE

VAST STOCKS AT 100,000 SQ FT HQ

KNOWLEDGEABLE STAFF
FREE COMPREHENSIVE CATALOGUES
PRICE MATCH
TRADE & WHOLESALE ENQUIRIES WELCOME

i
)/ ‘Asx US FOR A
FREE CATALOGUE

- www.rimmerbros.com
SEE OUR

sales@rimmerbros.com .
- 855-746 27 7 SOCIAL MEDIA
0s., Triumph Hous vad, Bra EiN
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OMGC Picnic - July 6™, 2024

By Peter Sanderson

The OMGC Picnic was graciously hosted by Brian Swan and Sheila Silver at Swan's Nest in
Wakefield, La Belle Province. The event saw a great turnout, with everyone bringing their own
picnic meals. Our hosts delighted us with a selection of wonderful desserts for all attendees. A
highlight of the day was the offered tours of the Gatineau River on a pontoon boat, which added
a special touch to the gathering. The weather was perfect, and the day was a beautiful blend of
good company, delicious food, and scenic views, making it a truly memorable picnic.

Page 6 of 36




Cars and Coffee July 10", 2024

By Peter Sanderson

The day began and ended with torrential downpours, a classic case of "raining cats and dogs."
Despite the weather, we were pleasantly surprised by a good turnout, including the arrival of
some new members who recently bought an MGB. | was the first to arrive, followed closely by
David and Trish Adams. Shortly after, my friend Jim Stewart, also an MGB owner, joined us.
Todd and Jennifer Steeves arrived next, and then the new members, Mike and Elena Venables
made their entrance. A Big Welcome to the OMGC!

This Cars and Coffee event had a unique twist; it was held indoors, allowing us to avoid the rain
and comfortably discuss our favorite topic—MGs. It also provided a rare opportunity for
everyone to showcase the other vehicles they drive when they're not cruising in their MGs.
Despite the weather, the event was a great success, filled with engaging conversations and new
connections.
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Introducing the Ottawa MG Club’s Poets:

We are proud to include a collection of Poems, ditties and other submitted by our members.
Please take the time to thoroughly enjoy these poems and then come back to this page and
click here to vote for your favorite. The winners will be announced in the September edition of
the Dashpot and then the prizes will be handed out.

Click Here to Vote for Your Favorite!

By Mike O’Brian — The Octagon

The Octagon

The Octagon shone in the dark last night
As | pondered the chance to get it right,
A poem that reflects the glory of it

When | own an MG with one on the front.
On a “B” or a “T’, it matters not,

What matters is that it's in your thoughts
To restore or to drive, it is all the same

Finally to have it lead you down that lane.
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By Michael Price - MG 101

MG 101

The year was 1921 and Bill Morris was on quite a run
From bikes to cars his business grew
He needed help, this much he knew
So Cecil Kimber he did hire
To help him build his MOWOG empire

Just selling was not Cecil's thing
He liked to play around
New bodies on a Cowley frame
The Chummy did he give the name
And soon created MG fame
With Super Sports and 18/80's
Midget, Magnas and Magnettes

Then Leonard Lord
With his great big sword
Chopped the racing line
So Kim replied
Not to be denied
With saloons of style sublime

When war was done
And peace was won
It was Midgets to the fore
Then A,B,C
F and RV
Until the Chinese bought the store

Still 100 years
Deserved a cheer
For the car that we hold dear
She will motor on
In 101
And through each succeeding year.
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By Len Fortin — Travelling in an MGB

Travelling In An MG

From the start, to the end,
Up the road, round the bend,
Wherever our travels do take us,
We enjoy every mile,

And usually smile,

With occasional small bits of fuss.

Breakdowns big, and some small,
We've experienced them all,
Broken clutch, bad breaks and no gas,
With a trunk full of tools,

We're nobody'’s fool,

The CAA card is our “get-home-free” pass

So wherever you go,

In the rain or the snow,
Wherever your travel does take you,
May our Lord’s good grace,
Keep a smile on your face,
And your MG setbacks be few!
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By Len Fortin — Enjoying an MG Drive

Enjoying An MG Drive

Somewhere in this world we know,
There’s lots to do and see,
The forests and mountains are all for show,

Roads are for MGs and me.

Ribbons of asphalt, curved and straight,
Are quite exciting things,
But best of all, with me and my mate,

While driving we often sing.

Although MGs can go quite fast,
| tell you now indeed,
A delightful pace we want to last,

For us it's not about speed.
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By Cecil Abingdon (brother of Kimberley Abingdon)

Ah, the thrill of the drive,
In an old MGB,
It's the best of the best,

Especially for me.

The folks you drive by,
Blink an envious glance,
And quietly say,

“Wish | had that chance”

So, if you don't have,
An MG to drive,
Join a local great Club,

And your wishes will thrive.

By Kimberley Abingdon (sister of Cecil Abingdon)

Theres all kinds of tools, for your MG today,

And each does its work, in its own special way.

A thing-a-ma-bob, that helps with your tire.

A thing-a-ma-jig, if your car catches fire.

But what'’s best tool, well here’'s what | say,

The best tool for you, is your card.... CAA!
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By Sarah Jones — In Our MGBGTVS8

In Our MGBGTVS8

The engine roars
Alive again
Off we go
Country roads and blue skies
In our MGBGTV8

Old friend
Cherished memories
New adventures
Dreams and laughter
In our MGBGTVS8

Classic style
Admired by many
Nice car!

His passion and pride
It's our MGBGTV8

Wind rushes past
Feeling free
Faster, faster
Relaxed and content
In our MGBGTV8

Summer has flown
Repairs along the way
Fun times shared
Great friends old and new
We love our MGBGTV8
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By Michael Cooke — Rymes with E by me

Built by MG
My B
Is red not BRG
This B speaks to me
Sometimes with glee
Ofttimes a plea
It's nota GT
NoraC
NoraV
Nor of type T
So not made from a tree
It's not a Beemer Zee
We're British you see
JustaB
If I lived by the sea
Rusty it would be
Hopefully receiving TLC
But probably
Spending time on a rotisserie
So let's not to the sea
Flee
To keep us both healthy
| love a dose of my vitamin B
With OMGC
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By Peter Sanderson — I’'m sticking with the deer theme this month...

| have included this poem just for fun. Since | am the editor, this poem is not part of the
competition, and | will not be on the voting ballot. But | just could not resist the temptation to

write it
Oh Deer! A Humorous Tale of a Bumper's Career

One day | was driving, without any fear,
When suddenly, out of the blue, appeared a deer.
It jumped from the cornfield, a vision so clear,

My rubber bumper braced for the encounter so near.

With a thud and a bump, it was all quite queer,
As my MGB's bumper met the poor deer.
The fender and hood took the brunt, oh dear,

But thank goodness, no windshield smear.

The steel inside, sturdy and sheer,
Saved me from damage, and that was quite dear.
So now | laugh, and with a cheer,

Remember the day | met that unexpected deer!

Click Here to Vote for Your Favorite!
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OMGC Barbeque — July 20™, 2024

By Peter Sanderson

| had the pleasure of attending one of these barbecues hosted by JP
Lacroix and Diane Bonin at their home a couple of years ago. Although |
couldn't make it this year, the photos shared by JP Lacroix captured the
event's spirit perfectly. The barbecue was well-attended, with everyone
enjoying the camaraderie, engaging discussions about classic MGs, and
the delicious barbecue and salads prepared by JP.

Additionally, the July Club meeting was conveniently held during the
barbecue, a smart move by JP that combined business and pleasure
seamlessly.

Events like this barbecue hosted at a member's home truly highlight the
well-known fact that MG is the marque of friendship.
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The Restoration of a 1938 MG TA Tickford — Part 3

By Peter Sanderson

In this part of the restoration, we focus on recreating the intricate wooden components that
form the core structure of the MG TA Tickford. While much of this woodwork is eventually
covered by a metal skin and painted, it plays a crucial role in providing the car's strength and
integrity. To the untrained eye, the car may appear entirely metallic, but beneath the surface, the
sturdy ash wood framework is the true backbone. Not all of the wood is hidden; some elements
may be finished with stain and lacquer, adding to the vehicle's aesthetic appeal. The following
section, accompanied by photos of Steve's work, detail the meticulous process of crafting these
wooden parts to restore this classic MG TA Tickford to its former glory.

Recreating the Woodwork for the MG TA Tickford Restoration
1. Initial Sizing and Rough Cutting:

o Material Selection: The craftsman begins by selecting appropriate pieces ash
hardwood, known for its durability and ability to withstand the elements. Ash is
chosen to closely replicate the original materials used in classic vehicles.

Rough Cutting: The wood is cut into larger blocks that approximate the final
dimensions needed for the parts. This rough shaping is done using saws like a table
saw or band saw, preparing the wood for more precise cutting.

2. Multiple Kerf Cuts for Shaping:

o Precision Cutting: The craftsman makes
multiple kerf cuts, not to bend the wood, but to
precisely shape the component to the desired
dimensions. These cuts are carefully planned
and executed to match the exact contours and
profiles needed for the restoration.

Creating Complex Shapes: The kerf cuts allow

the craftsman to remove small amounts of

material with each pass, which is particularly e _
useful when creating complex shapes that e Mitm
cannot be achieved with a single cut. This method ensures a high degree of accuracy
and detail.

3. Final Shaping and Sanding:

o Refining the Shape: After the kerf cuts are made, the craftsman uses tools such as
chisels, rasps, and sanders to refine the shape further. This step ensures that the
part fits precisely within the vehicle's framework and adheres to the original design
specifications.
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o Sanding: The part is sanded to remove any rough edges and achieve a smooth finish.
This process may involve various grits of sandpaper to ensure a flawless surface.

4. Gluing and Assembling:

o Component Assembly: If the part being recreated is a composite piece (i.e., made
from multiple pieces of wood), these are glued and clamped together. The glue fills
any gaps and helps to create a strong bond, ensuring the integrity and durability of
the finished piece.

5. Final Finishing:

o Surface Finishing: Depending on the restoration's goals, the wood may be stained,
sealed, or left natural. This final finishing step helps protect the wood and enhance
its appearance, matching the original aesthetic of the vehicle.

6. Installation in the Vehicle:

o Precision Fitting: The newly crafted parts are carefully installed into the vehicle's
frame. The precision achieved in the shaping process ensures a perfect fit, which is
crucial for maintaining the vehicle's structural integrity and historical accuracy.

Rarity of the Process Today

In the modern era, the use of such precise manual woodworking techniques has become

increasingly rare, especially in automotive applications. Here are a few reasons why:

1. Advanced Manufacturing Technologies:

o The widespread availability of CNC machines and 3D printing technology allows for
precise replication of parts without the need for manual craftsmanship. These
technologies can produce components quickly and with high precision, often making
traditional methods less common.

2. Specialized Skill Set:

o The skills required to perform this type of detailed woodworking are specialized and
not widely available. Master craftsmen with experience in restoring vintage vehicles
are fewer in number, as these skills are less commonly taught or practiced in the
industry today.

3. Preservation of Heritage Techniques:

o While modern technologies offer convenience and precision, there is still a niche
market and community dedicated to preserving traditional craftsmanship.
Enthusiasts and professionals in this community value the authenticity and historical
accuracy that comes with traditional methods, often making these restorations more
prized.
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4. Limited Demand:

o The demand for traditional woodworking in automotive restoration is limited,
primarily to enthusiasts and collectors who seek to maintain or restore classic
vehicles to their original condition. This niche market means that the skills and tools
required are not as widely used or available.

This refined process of using multiple kerf cuts for precision shaping highlights the dedication
and skill involved in restoring classic vehicles like the MG Tickford. It underscores the value of
traditional craftsmanship in an age where automation and mass production dominate,
preserving the unique history and character of vintage automobiles.

““M U”|\I“JUﬂumnﬂ/mm" "

: v._J.
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Completed Parts Assembled
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Problems with an MGB Starter
By Barry Winch

| got an Email from a member the other day who was having problems with the MGB starter. The
symptoms were that, occasionally, when the starter was called upon to do its thing, it would
clunk, but nothing more. After a couple of attempts it would work as advertised. Finally, the
starter let out its last clunk, after that it would

do nothing. The following was my response:

The starter motor takes a large current to work,
to deliver a large current the battery needs to be
fully charged and healthy and all connections
need to be clean and solid. To that end check
ALL the battery connections for cleanliness and
tightness. If it's the same as mine there is a very
thick wire runs from the battery to the starter
motor, check the connection at the starter
motor is clean and tight (disconnect the positive
battery lead before doing this otherwise there is

a good chance of causing a short!) Check that
the engine to ground straps are clean and tight,
also check the starter motor is firmly bolted to the engine as that is its the ground connection.

After all that reconnect the battery and try to start, if it works.... Problem (probably) solved.

If not connect a voltmeter across the battery (should be around 12.5v +/-) Have someone try to
start the car and see what the voltage drops to, probably should be no less than 10v. If that is
OK try the same measuring between ground and the starter motor terminal, if it is around 10v
then | suggest there is an issue with the starter. If it were me at this stage I'd go for a new
starter, the newer hi torque ones work well.

If the voltage at the battery is below 10v when starting, then make sure the battery is fully
charged. If it is then getting the battery tested, it is probably on the way out. If the voltage when
starting was good at the battery but below 10v at the starter it would infer there is still a poor
connection somewhere. Recheck, and follow the wire from the battery to the starter and check
for damage.
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Part 1 - MGB Technical Tips: Tyres

(or the acceptable spelling “tires” if you're in North America)

By Nick Phillips - MGB-Register Secretary - MGCC of SA
Part 1.

When the MGB was first released, it came standard with steel “disc” wheels and hubcaps. The
sporting image at that time was to have wire wheels, which were a high-cost option which could
be selected by the BMC dealer, when ordering a new car from the factory.

The steel wheels that were fitted to early
MGB Tourers were just 4” wide and had
560-14 size Cross-ply tyres. The Radial-ply
tyre equivalent size is “155/80x14 80 T".
Think of something like pizza-cutters.

To quickly explain the manufacturer’s
markings on tyre sidewalls in the previous
example.

155 is the number of millimeters across the tread width of the tyre

80 states the “Series” or “Profile”, which is the height of the tyre as a percentage of the tread
width. So 80% of 155mm tread width gives 124mm sidewall height making this tyre almost
square in section. See the left-hand schematic in my line diagram below.

14 states the inside diameter of the tyre in inches, to suit the appropriate wheel diameter.
80, for this tyre is the Load rating, of 450kg supported by each tyre.

T is the Speed rating, in this case of a continuous 190KPH.

More on this in Part 2.

Isn't it strange how tyres are sized in a combination of Metric and Imperial measurements?
Apart from a bizarre attempt by Michelin for a few years (back in the days or the MG Metro,
Maestro & Montego) who produced tyres in Metric diameters, which meant that a few car
manufacturers had to produce Metric diameter wheels. | think those Metric diameter wheels still
had Imperial widths, in inches though. Crazy!

| hope to give the reader a visual impression of

how the cross-section of two different sized tyres

look in my line sketches below, which show the

difference between two tyres, the one on the left

is the original early MGB tyre size and the one on

the right is has a wider tread and lower sidewall and has the same Rolling Circumference to
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produce the exact same speedometer reading in the MGB. These diagrams clearly show how
wider tyres, with a reduced sidewall height, can get more rubber on the road.

The tyre in the photo below is listed as 175/80x14 99 Q
Yes, being of suitable dimensions, this tyre will fit an MGB.
No, this tyre should never be fitted to an MGB because of the other important tyre ratings.

The load rating of “99” means that it's capable of carrying a vehicle load at each of the four
corners of the vehicle of 775kg. Not all that much less than the entire dry weight of an MGB, on
each of these tyres. The “Q” speed rating means that this tyre is safe at continuous speeds up to
just T60KPH.

Again, more on this in Part 2 (Coming in September’s Edition)

The photo of this tyre is ideal because it's actually shown
fitted onto a heavy-duty steel truck rim. Usually, tyres are
displayed in the retailers’ catalogue or website just as a bare
tyre, so it wouldn't otherwise be so obvious, unless you're
familiar with tyre tread patterns. | found this photo by
innocently searching for the tyre size on the website of a
well-known tyre reseller. An unsuspecting MGB owner using
the same method to search for replacement tyres could
easily have bought these tyres on-line, to be installed at their
local tyre-fitter. They may well have noticed the truck wheel
and the truck tread pattern on this tyre, but would they have
spotted it if was one of the other delivery van tyres offered
to me by the website? I'm here to help with this predicament.
Read on.

You might say that you never drive your MGB more than 160KPH anyway, and surely a heavier
load rating makes the tyre stronger... or something.

These facts, on paper, might make valid points, but in reality, this truck tyre is simply not suitable
for a car, and certainly not suitable for a lightweight sportscar. The sidewall of this type of tyre
will be so rigid that it'll transfer every slight bump in the road surface to the interior of a car. If
you had these tyres on an MGB and drove over a discarded cigarette packet on the road, you'd
be able to identify the brand of cigarettes because you'd feel the packet'’s raised lettering passed
through the tyre for the driver to feel.

Anyone who's experienced driving in a car fitted with 20" + diameter rims and ultra-low-profile
tyres will know how uncomfortable they are inside the car, unless they’'ve become used
accustomed to it. I'm thinking of The Flintstones prehistoric cars type of ride comfort here.
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So, of more importance than simply finding a tyre that meets the dimensions and Load & Speed
ratings for your MGB, we need to be looking for a tyre that's manufactured with the intension of
being used on a sportscar, while still meeting the above requirements.

| don't want to tar all tyre sellers with the same brush but there are some out there who will sell
inappropriate tyres to MGB owners because, they can usually make a bigger profit margin on a
cheaper tyre, or simply because they've got them in stock, and they don't want a captive
customer to go somewhere else. | know this happens because | do see MGBs running on
unsuitable tyres.

| get frustrated when | see how few 14" diameter tyres are available for sale these days that are
suitable for the 6” alloy wheels on my MGB. I'm talking about two or three model tyres that I'd
even consider. Consequently, it's becoming more likely that the unsuspecting MGB owner will be
offered a poor-quality tyre. Fortunately, for MGBs with narrower wheels there are many more
choices for thinner tyres.

Car manufacturers are fitting larger and larger wheels to their cars, because even small model
cars have grown out of all proportion (literally), so the manufacturer needs to fit larger wheels to
make the car look more pleasing to the eye of the buyer.

Can you imagine how ridiculous a BMW “mini” would appear if it was fitted with the original
BMC Mini’'s 10" diameter wheels? To keep the styling proportions intact the BMW designers,
have to fit a minimum of 15" diameter wheels. My wife's “shopping trolley” hatchback is fitted

with 245/45x17 tyres! A 1980s supercar, the 290kph (180mph) Lamborghini Countach had front
tyres of 225/50x15.

So... because modern “small” cars are getting so huge, there are fewer tyre manufacturers
making MGB size 14" tyres anymore.

There are plenty of tyre manufacturers making 19” diameter tyres, but unfortunately for MG T-
Type owners they're at least five times too wide for them.

Back to MGB size tyres now.
Speedometer accuracy:

In my opinion, slight variations in the accuracy of the speedometer are of minimal concernin a
Classic car. Disregarding the possible flickering of the speedometer needle in those cars with
dodgy speedo cables, are you really keeping your eye close enough on the speedo to make sure
that your MGB doesn't exceed 37.28227mph, when driving in a 60kph zone.

Also, tyres made by different manufacturers, or even different tyre models made by the same
manufacturer frequently have a slightly different tread width or a different Rolling Circumference
which can have an effect between the speedo reading and actual road speed.

The Radial-ply equivalent to the original MGB Cross-ply tyre is 155/80x14, which has a tyre
diameter of 604mm (23.78"), depending on the tyre manufacturer. If you're concerned that you
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might be driving at a reckless 38.6mph in a 60kph zone, you'll need to fit tyres of exactly this
diameter.

According to the MGB gear ratio calculator that I've developed over many years, at 60kph on
original size tyres, the tachometer will be showing 2,061RPM. With the much wider, but lower
profile, 195/60x14 tyres on my MGB's 6” wide alloy wheels, at 60kph, the tacho is reading
2,110RPM. Or, to look at this the other way, at 2,061RPM on the wider tyres, my MGB is actually
travelling at a road speed of 58kph due to this tyre having the smaller diameter of 590mm,
instead of 604mm with the original tyre size.

A couple of MGB owners who've contacted me recently to enquire about tyres, have larger
diameter 15" alloy wheels fitted to their cars. When fitted with 195mm wide tyres with a 60%
profile on those 15" rims they will still provide the same 60kph reading on the speedo as the
skinny, original MGB tyres.

To summarize this point, don't be too concerned about venturing a little away from the original
tyre’'s 604mm diameter because, unless you've done some fairly extensive bodywork to the rear
wheel arches of your MGB, just about any tyre size that won't scrape inside the wheel arch will
give a close enough speedo reading to actual road speed ratio.

Wheel width:

For a tyre to be safe on its wheel rim, it needs to be neither too wide for the wheel, nor too thin.
Fortunately, finding a size that’s “just right” is made easier because there's a recommended
variation in wheel width for each size tyre width.

The 4” steel rim used on very early Tourers will safely accept 80 profile tyres with 155mm or
165mm tread width. Unless originality is your “thang”, I'd suggest trying the larger tread width
with a 75 or 70 profile.

The factory standard 4%" wire wheels would benefit from using a 165mm-185mm tread with a
75 or better still a 70-profile tyre.

Early disc wheel Grand Tourers used a 5" wide steel rim with hubcap, which is the same width as
the factory Rostyle wheels. Instead of 175mm tread width tyres, go for 185mm tread with a 65-
profile sidewall, or even a 195mm tread with a 70-profile sidewall to stay within safety guidelines
on the tyre to rim ratio.

The MGB GT V8 was fitted with 5%" wide alloys, and the even less common the MGB Limited
Edition model which sold in 1980 and into 1981 (after the factory closed), and even less
common still, the Jubilee MGB both had factory alloy wheels that are 5” wide. Now these rims
can be fitted with up to 195mm tread on sidewall profiles between 50 and 70, but a 60% profile
is probably a good sidewall for an MGB.

Aftermarket 6” wide alloy wheels can go with tyres as large as 225/50x14, but wheel arch
clearance is definitely going to be a problem on an MGB. To avoid too much flex of the tyre
sidewall, when fitted to 6” wide wheels it's preferable to only fit 195mm tread tyres with a profile
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between 50 to 65, or even 205mm treads if you're confident that they won't get scraped by the
rear wheel arches, or if you have had the lip of the wheel arch “massaged” to allow for the wider
tyre.

You'll notice that | haven't listed the factory standard tyre size for each of these different rims.
I've deliberately listed wider tyres that will safely fit those rim widths. By specifying a range of
tyre widths and sidewall profiles, I'm not being vague. Those listed sizes are safe on the rim
width, but these days you might not be able to find each of those optional dimensions in the 14"
diameter tyres that are produced by manufacturers today, so here I'm giving you a variety of
optional choices.

A point that I'll mention here but won't go into detail on is that wire wheel MGBs have a rear axle
assembly that's a different width to the steel wheel axle. The difference in the offset of the steel
wheel compared to the wire wheels version compensates somewhat, so that the actual track
measurement, from the centre of one rear tyre across to the centre of the other rear tyre is fairly
close.

Banjo axles have different widths to Salisbury axles, and early Rostyle wheels had a different
wheel offset to later Rostyle wheels, so due to these variations, care must be taken when trying
to select the widest possible tyre.

To complicate matters further, a quirk with MGBs is that the axle housings are NOT mounted in
exactly the dead centre of the car. So, with the frequently worn suspension bushes that many
unloved MGBs have, when cornering, the tyres want to grip to the road, but centrifugal force
wants to make the body of the car go wide around a bend in the road. This condition is more
likely to cause the tyres to scrape inside the wheel arch. If this occurs, maybe don’t opt for a
smaller width tyre, but do something about improving the suspension bushes on your car.

If you have any concerns about tyres scraping wheel arches, choose a size narrower than the
largest size that | suggested.

In Part 2, (coming in September’s Edition) I'll be discussing the contact patch of the tyre on the
road surface and how the selection of a larger tyre width can improve it, a brief discussion on
available tread patterns, and most importantly the often over-looked but crucial tyre ratings
marked on their sidewalls.

White Space Filler:

Why did the MGB start a band?

Because it had a knack for "rocker" arms and "tune-ups"!
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The Chrome Bumper vs. Rubber Bumper MGB: A Tale of
Two Designs and a Real-World Test

By Peter Sanderson

The MGB, a beloved British sports car produced by MG from 1962 to 1980, underwent
significant design changes throughout its production run. One of the most debated
modifications among enthusiasts is the transition from the classic chrome bumpers to the
rubber bumpers in the mid-1970s. This shift has sparked strong emotions and preferences
within the MG community, with passionate arguments on both sides.

The Classic Chrome Bumper MGB (1962-1974)

The early MGBs, produced from 1962 to 1974, are often celebrated for their elegant, classic
design, characterized by chrome bumpers. These cars are prized for their aesthetics, lightweight
construction, and traditional British sports car appeal. The chrome bumpers, along with the car's
lower ride height, contribute to a sleek and timeless look that many enthusiasts consider the
quintessential MGB design.

Key Features of Chrome Bumper MGBs:

o Design Aesthetics: The chrome bumpers, along with the smaller grille and classic MG
emblem, provide a refined and classic appearance.

Performance: These models are lighter, and many enthusiasts feel they offer a more
connected driving experience.

Nostalgia and Authenticity: For many, the chrome bumper MGB represents the original
spirit and design philosophy of MG, making them highly sought after by collectors and
purists.

The Rubber Bumper MGB (1974-1980)

In response to stricter safety regulations, particularly in the United States, MG introduced the
rubber bumper MGBs in 1974. These models featured black rubber bumpers, which were more
resistant to impacts and added an additional level of safety. However, the change was not
limited to the bumpers; the ride height was also raised to comply with headlight height
regulations.

Key Features of Rubber Bumper MGBs:

o Safety Improvements: The rubber bumpers were designed to absorb impacts better,
offering improved safety for both pedestrians and the car's occupants.

Increased Ride Height: The raised ride height, intended to meet safety standards,
affected the car's handling and appearance.
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o Modernization: These models included several updates aimed at meeting contemporary
safety and emissions standards, making them more practical for daily driving in a
changing automotive landscape.

A Real-World Perspective: The Rubber Bumper Advantage

Last week, | experienced firsthand the practical benefits of the rubber bumper design while
driving my rubber bumper MGB. Traveling at highway speeds, | encountered a deer that
suddenly emerged from a cornfield onto the road. The deer collided with the front of my car,
hitting the rubber bumper first before striking ; ¥

the passenger-side fender and partially falling

onto the bonnet (hood). The damage,

fortunately, was limited to the hood, fender,

and passenger-side light.

This incident highlighted the robustness of

the rubber bumper MGB. The steel

reinforcement inside the rubber bumper

absorbed much of the initial impact,

preventing more severe damage. | measured the height differences between the chrome and
rubber bumper MGBs, finding that the rubber bumper sits between 17 and 25 inches high, while
the fender where the deer impacted is between 27 and 31 inches high. In contrast, the chrome
bumper height is only 13 inches, with the fender at 26 inches.

Had | been in a chrome bumper MGB, the outcome could have been dramatically different. The
lower chrome bumper might have cut into the deer's legs, potentially sending the animal's body
towards the windshield. Such an event could have caused more extensive damage to the car
and possibly resulted in injury to me or my passenger. This real-world experience has given me a
deeper appreciation for the practical advantages of the rubber bumper design, especially in
unexpected situations like wildlife encounters on the road.

Conclusion: A Personal Choice with Real-World Considerations

The choice between a chrome bumper and a rubber bumper MGB often comes down to
personal preference, but practical considerations should not be overlooked. While chrome
bumper MGBs are cherished for their classic looks and connection to the car's heritage, rubber
bumper MGBs offer tangible safety benefits and are often more robust in daily driving scenarios.
This recent experience has underscored the importance of considering these factors, especially
when it comes to the safety of the driver and passengers.

Whether you prefer the timeless charm of chrome or the practicality of rubber, the MGB remains
a beloved classic that continues to captivate drivers with its character, style, and the joy of
driving.
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Take a Good Look at the Height Differences

The rubber bumper sits at a height between 17 and 25 inches and features a solid metal
ramming bar behind it, which some might find unappealing. In contrast, the fender, where the
deer impact occurred, is between 27 and 31 inches high. The chrome bumper, on the other hand,
stands only 13 inches high, with the fender at 26 inches. This difference in height and front-end
strength is substantial.
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YouTube Videos of the Month

Ten Great MGB Videos on YouTube

Is The MGB GT V8 One of Abingdon's Finest? Pretty, Rare & Powerful |
The *ALMOST* Perfect Classic
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https://www.youtube.com/embed/SCoMdOOcowo?feature=oembed
https://www.youtube.com/embed/wjB-74yqcy0?feature=oembed

Oh Dear, Is Your Car Sufficiently Insured?
By Peter Sanderson

Having recently experienced an accident with my car, where | was hit by a deer, | found
myself facing an unexpected reality: the repair costs versus the insured value of the vehicle
is a critical consideration that many of us may have overlooked. This realization is crucial
for any car owner, particularly those of us with classic or collector cars like MGs.

When you choose an insurance provider—be it Hagerty, Aviva, Belair, or another—one of
the key agreements you make is on the total insured value of your car. This value isn't just a
number; it determines what the insurance company will pay out in the event of an accident.
Most insurance companies cover repairs up to 75% to 80% of the car's insured value. If
repair costs exceed this threshold, the vehicle is often deemed a total loss or "write-off."

Only Hagerty offers a unique clause allowing policyholders to retain their vehicles in case
they are written off. Understanding what it means for a car to be written off and how this
impacts its future resale is crucial, especially if you treasure your vehicle.

What Happens When Your Car Is a Total Loss?

In Ontario, when an insurance company declares a car a total loss, they typically
compensate the owner with the vehicle's Actual Cash Value (ACV), minus any deductibles.
The insurer usually takes possession of the car, effectively buying it from the owner.
However, if you wish to keep the car, you can negotiate to retain it. The insurance company
will deduct the salvage value from the payout. This salvage or irreparable status affects the
car's registration and future value, as it will be recorded on Carfax and with the Ontario
license bureau.

The Financial Implications

Consider this scenario: you've insured your MGB for $8,000, and after an accident,
repairs—including a new fender, hood, lights, and suspension work—total $6,500. Just the

fender alone could cost around $2,300 delivered. Even if you've invested in a new motor,
suspension, and interior, the car could still be classified as salvage or irreparable,
significantly lowering its value—even after repairs. This status becomes part of the car's
history and can affect resale value.

For those not insured with Hagerty, there may still be room to negotiate and keep the car,
less the insurer's valuation of the vehicle's salvage worth. This highlights the importance of
ensuring your car's insured value covers potential repair costs, even for minor to medium
accidents, which today could easily run between $8,000 and $12,000. To avoid your vehicle
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being written off too easily, consider insuring it for at least $15,000, especially if it's in great
shape.

Why Proper Valuation Matters

Some might argue that accepting a payout and finding another car is an option, given the
availability of vehicles on the market. However, this isn't always the best approach. Your
car is familiar to you, and you've likely invested time and money in upkeep and
improvements. Finding a comparable replacement, especially with confidence in its
condition, can be challenging. For instance, after buying a car for $8,500, | ended up
spending over $4,000 on basic repairs and parts replacements. Unfortunately, just as | got
everything in perfect condition, | hit a deer, leading to the motivation for this article. If you
receive an $8,500 payout but need to spend an additional $4,000 on repairs for a new car,
you're trading a known quantity for an unknown, potentially more costly one.

A Cautionary Tale with Hagerty

For those insured with Hagerty, stay tuned for a detailed account of my claims experience
in the upcoming September edition of the Dashpot. So far, the process has been less than
satisfactory, with over ten days passing without anyone inspecting my car. When l initially
made the claim, | was told | didn't have insurance—a mix-up because Hagerty policies in
Canada are underwritten by Aviva. It appears that Aviva's staff may not be fully trained in

handling Hagerty clients and the specific policy details. The online claims form also failed,
adding to the frustration. More details A Y ——— |
will follow, but this experience AN - NG

underlines the importance of

understanding your policy and the

insurer’s processes.

In conclusion, ensuring your car is

properly insured is not just about

meeting legal requirements but about

protecting your investment and peace

of mind. Don't wait until an accident to

discover gaps in your coverage; review

your policy and make sure it truly reflects your car's value and your expectations.
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Navigating the Aftermath: A Guide to Handling Car
Accidents in Ontario

By Peter Sanderson

Accidents are an unfortunate reality on the roads, but knowing what to do can help ease
the stress and ensure everything is handled correctly. In Ontario, there are specific steps
you need to follow after a car accident, including when and how to report it. Here's a
comprehensive guide to help you navigate the process.

Immediate Steps After the Accident

1. Safety First:

o Check forinjuries: The health and safety of everyone involved is the top
priority. Check yourself, your passengers, and others involved for injuries.
Call 911 if medical attention is needed.

Move to safety: If the vehicles are drivable and it's safe to do so, move them
to the side of the road to prevent further accidents.

2. Call the Police:

o When to call: In Ontario, you must call the police if the damage exceeds
$2,000, if there's an injury, or if there's damage to public property.

o Documentation: While waiting for the police, gather information, including
the names, contact details, and insurance information of all drivers involved,
license plate numbers, and witness contact information.

3. Document the Scene:

Take photos: Capture the scene from different angles, including damage to
all vehicles, road conditions, and any relevant traffic signs or signals.

Notes: Write down the details of the accident, including the time, date,
location, and how it happened.

Reporting the Accident

In Ontario, reporting an accident to a Collision Reporting Centre (CRC) is necessary when
there are no injuries and the total damage exceeds $2,000. The police may directyou to a
CRC if they determine it's safe to do so.
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Whatis a Collision Reporting Centre?

A CRC is afacility where drivers can report collisions, complete reports, and have their
vehicles inspected by police officers. This process helps manage minor accidents without
tying up police resources on-site.

Steps to Report at a CRC:
1. Find the Nearest CRC:

o Checkthe Ontario Association of Chiefs of Police website for a list of CRCs
nearyou.

2. What to Bring:
o Driver's license: Identification and proof of driving status.
Vehicle registration: Proof of ownership or authorization to drive the vehicle.
Insurance information: Details of your insurance coverage.

Accident documentation: Photos, witness information, and the police
officer's name and badge number if they were on the scene.

Witness Information: Names and phone numbers of withesses

Passenger Information: If applicable, Names and phone numbers of
passengers

3. Reporting Process:
o Complete the report: You'll fill out a form detailing the accident.

Vehicle inspection: The CRC staff will inspect your vehicle and take
additional photos if necessary.

Obtain a copy: You'll receive a copy of the accident report, which is essential
forinsurance claims.

Insurance Claims

After reporting the accident, you should contact your insurance company as soon as
possible to initiate the claims process. Provide them with all the information and
documentation from the CRC.

Key Points to Remember:
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o Timely reporting: Failing to report the accident promptly can result in fines and

complications with insurance claims.

Accurate information: Ensure all details are accurate and consistent across all

reports and documentation.

Follow-up: Keep a record of all communication with your insurance company and

any other parties involved.

Conclusion

Handling a car accident can be a daunting experience, but understanding the necessary

steps and processes in Ontario can help you manage the situation smoothly. Always

prioritize safety, gather essential information, and follow the legal requirements for

reporting. With these guidelines, you'll be well-prepared to navigate the aftermath of an

accident.
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